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Final  - 4 June 2013


EU Statement

General Debate

Item 4
Human Rights situations that require the Council's attention
Mr President,

I have the honour to speak on behalf if the European Union.
The following countries align themselves with this statement …..
Mr President,
The EU welcomes the fact that the Council is fully seized of human rights situations in various parts of the world. In the interactive dialogues this week, the EU has expressed itself extensively about continuous human rights violations in Syria, Eritrea and Belarus. The EU believes that the situation in Belarus requires the Council's continued attention and is proposing the extension of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur at this session.
The EU acknowledges the reforms undertaken by the Government of Myanmar/Burma and is fully conscious of the challenges that remain, in particular the need for protection of all minorities as evidenced by incidents of inter-communal violence directed against Muslim communities in different parts of the country.  The EU encourages the Government to swiftly follow-up on its commitment to ensure that all those responsible for acts of violence are held accountable through a transparent process, and move to establish a OHCHR country office with a full mandate. 
The EU urges DPRK to halt the systematic, widespread and grave human rights violations in the country and to cooperate with the UN human rights mechanisms, including the HRC Special Rapporteur and the Commission of Inquiry. 
The EU believes that China should ensure respect for the rights of persons belonging to minorities, in particular with regard to their language, culture and religion. We encourage China to involve ethnic minorities in inclusive policy making processes with full respect for freedom of expression, association and assembly, ensuring also their equitable economic and social development and addressing underlying causes of ethnic tension. China should refrain from the use of force when dealing with peaceful protest. This is particularly true of Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang and Tibetan-inhabited areas. The EU is deeply concerned by the detention of individuals who have campaigned against corruption. 

The EU is deeply concerned by recent developments in the Great Lakes region, especially in Eastern DRC, that are having a negative impact on the enjoyment of human rights, in particular for women and girls. The EU supports all ongoing efforts to put a halt to all forms of violence, in particular sexual violence, and to improve the overall human rights situation in the region. 

The EU is alarmed by the deteriorating situation in the Central African Republic and condemns all human rights abuses committed by armed groups. The EU welcomes the announcement made by Mrs Pillay that the OHCHR will send a fact-finding team in CAR next month and calls upon the Human rights council to address the situation without delay.
The EU remains deeply concerned about the human rights situation in Iran and calls on the country to fully cooperate with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iran. With the upcoming presidential elections, we urge the government to guarantee Iranian citizens their right to vote in free and fair elections in line with international standards.
Egypt's  readiness to engage on its NGO law has been welcomed. The EU encourages Egypt  to further improve the draft with a view to ensuring that there are no elements that unnecessarily constrain the work of NGOs in Egypt and hinder the capacity of  foreign donors to support their work, and that it is in line with international standards and obligations of Egypt. 
The European Union reiterates its concerns regarding the situation in occupied Palestinian territory, as expressed at the March session. We support the diplomatic efforts currently deployed by the United States to facilitate a resumption of direct substantial negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian side.  Long term peace and security can only be sustained if human rights and international humanitarian law are fully respected by all – and accountability for human rights violations is key.
Finally, the European Union strongly encourages Azerbaijan to ensure the freedom of expression in the country. We call upon Azerbaijan to ensure that no journalists, media workers, bloggers, or other citizens are arrested for exercising their right to free expression.
Thank you, Mr President.
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