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Chongqing 2013 
 

   The Czech Republic took part at the Local Leaders’ Meeting of China and Central and Eastern 

European Countries (CEEC) in Chongqing, China’s south-western municipality. Representatives 

from China and 16 European countries attended the investment and trade promotion meetings to 

enhance mutual understanding and cooperation. 

 

 

The Czech Republic Presents Itself 
 

   The Local Leaders’ Meeting of China and Central and Eastern European Countries turned to be a 

huge success for Czech Republic’s delegation. Our representatives attended several meetings on 

economic and trade cooperation between China and CEEC; the Czech booth on the other hand, 

promoted traditional quality Czech products. Visitors were able to admire the latest model Škoda  
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Superb from the renowned Czech car manufacturer Škoda Auto; luxurious crystal decoration 

provided by Preciosa or numerous paintings of Czech architectural gems and countryside. Guests 

welcomed the opportunity to enjoy refreshments, as traditional Czech beverages were served 

including different kinds of mineral water (Mattoni or Zaječická Hořká), herbal liqueur 

Becherovka and vine Ludwig. Since the Czech Republic is by right called the “Land of Beer”, this 

traditional beverage took great pride of its place in Chongqing. The traditional beer production 

was represented by the Budvar Beer and the Beer Černá Hora. Visitors with a sweet tooth 

discovered the delicacy of the honey cake Marlenka that only added to the diversity of Czech 

products.  

The Czech Exhibition Booth 
 

 

 

The Czech booth represented a 

combination of the most famous 

Czech gems: crystals, beer, vine, 

mineral water, and the Škoda Auto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Czech booth sunk in the light from 

the luxurious lighting fixtures made by 

Preciosa. 
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Typical Czech vine, beer or mineral 

water were enjoyed by many visitors 

who expressed great interest to find 

out more about the Czech Republic. 

 

 

 

The Škoda Auto Show Room 

 

The Škoda Auto Show Room was undoubtedly one of the biggest attractions in the Czech 

exhibition. The company boasted its latest and probably the finest model – the Škoda Superb. 



 

 

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Beijing 

 

The Czech 

Production 

Pride 

The distributor of a renowned 

honey cake Marlenka, Mr Song, 

and the director general of Czech 

Tourism in Beijing, Mrs Benešová 

Guerrero.  

 

 

 

 

Mrs Benešová Guerrero poses 

with a collection of typical 

Czech beverages in the 

brewery-resembling part of 

the booth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Czech Republic is known as the 

land of beer; however, non-alcoholic 

enthusiasts discovered the qualities of 

Czech mineral water in Chongqing as 

well. The mineral water manufacturers 

were represented by Mattoni, Zaječická 

Hořká or Vincentka to name but a few. 
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The Czech Exhibition Gains Popularity 
 

 

 

The Ambassador of 

the Embassy of the 

Czech Republic in 

Beijing Libor Sečka 

was an important 

representation of 

the contemporary 

Czech – China 

relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Dej Bůh štěstí” or 

“May God grant luck 

and joy” is a 

traditional Czech 

brewery greeting, 

which could as well 

describe the cheerful 

atmosphere in the 

Czech booth. 

 
 



 

 

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Beijing 

 

 

Our Delegation Talks About Success 
   

“We could have seen an enormous interest in 
cooperation between China and the regions of the Czech 
Republic at the meeting. Mutual cooperation came up 
many times and included among others, the cooperation 
in economics, education, science and innovation, 
environmental technologies, tourism, or culture. A nice 
example of cooperation is an agreement between the 
Hradec Kralove Region and Saar Gummi Technologies 
that will enable an investment of 250 million CZK and a 
creation of many new employment opportunities in the 
Náchod region. I appreciate the organisation support 
from the Czech – China Chamber and the Embassy of the 
Czech Republic in Beijing, with the lead of the 
Ambassador Libor Sečka. Our delegation, consisting of 
business representatives, the president of the Czech 
Chamber of Commerce Petr Kužel, or deputies of the 

Ministry of Industry and Trade, was more than a respectable partner when meeting our 
Chinese counterparts.”  

Miroslav Novák 

The Governor of the Moravia Silesia Region 
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The Interview with Libor Sečka, the 

Ambassador of the Czech Republic in 

China 

CCTV 2 

(Original: http://tv.cntv.cn/video/C10330/d1bf93210f1e499eac5fe7e5549a6f5e ) 

 

We now turn our focus to the Czech Republic. The Czech Republic is a traditional 

manufacturing powerhouse in the Central and Eastern European region. It has a strong 

base in the fields of machinery, electronics, metallurgy, chemical engineering, energy, 

environmental protection, bio-pharmacy and others. H.E. Libor Sečka, the Ambassador of 

the Czech Republic in China, indicated in the CCTV interview that there is a lot of 

potential in the economic and trade cooperation between the two countries and he also 

welcomed Chinese enterprises to invest in the Czech Republic.  

Many Czech products are already well-known in the Chinese market; the most famous 

products include crystal glassware, automobiles from the Škoda Auto, and some 

mechanical products. Moreover, products from non-traditional industries such as wine, 

mineral water and honey cakes are increasing their market shares in China. Meanwhile, 

the Chinese Huawei and ZTE-T have entered the Czech market. H.E. Libor Sečka 

expressed his opinion that there are plenty of investment opportunities in the Czech 

Republic which deserve Chinese enterprises’ attention. 

 

“There is a special project … to connect the Nord Sea with the Black Sea [via a 

channel] and I think this is one of the big opportunities for the Chinese companies to 

come, to study, and to participate.” (Libor Sečka) 

 

Mr Ambassador also reminded Chinese investors to be prepared for the differences 

between doing business in the Czech Republic and investing into Africa or South eastern 

Asia. The Chinese investors should do their “homework” before they commence any 

investments in the Czech Republic. 

 

http://tv.cntv.cn/video/C10330/d1bf93210f1e499eac5fe7e5549a6f5e
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“We have a lot of social movements, social groups. You have to communicate with 

the media; you have to communicate with the ecological groups, with many social 

partners. So if you do not care enough about this, it can influence a lot your image 

and your business.” (Libor Sečka) 

 

The bilateral trade in 2012 between China and the Czech Republic reached 17.29 billion 

USD; the export volume from China to the Czech Republic was 15.62 billion USD, whereas 

import volume amounted to 1.67 billion USD. 

 

The Interview with Jaroslav Tvrdík 

An Abstract from The Southern Daily 

(Original: http://epaper.nfdaily.cn/html/2013-07/07/content_7204599.htm) 

 

The Chongqing meeting attracted more than 600 business representatives from over 70 

provinces/regions in China and Central and Eastern European countries; hence, it is 

considered one of the largest meetings since the beginning of China – CEEC cooperation.  

The Southern Daily News broadcasted an interview with the chairman of the Czech China 

Chamber Jaroslav Tvrdík (on the right) who was representing the South Moravian Region 

on behalf of the governor Michal Hašek who could not attend the meeting.  

The South Moravian Region started a discussion on cooperation with one of the most 

important Chinese provinces – the Guangdong province. 

http://epaper.nfdaily.cn/html/2013-07/07/content_7204599.htm
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The Southern Daily: Why is the Guangdong Province being considered as a partner 

for cooperation? 

Mr. Tvrdík: The reason is simple. There are a lot of similarities between the South 

Moravian Region and the Guangdong Province. The South Moravian Region is one of the 

fastest developing states in the Czech Republic, makes a great contribution to the overall 

GDP and is a centre of education and research. From our point of view, the South 

Moravian Region is the Czech Guangdong. 

The Guangdong Province is also one of the best developed provinces in China; hence, it 

creates an entrance gate for many foreign enterprises, especially through cities such as 

Guang Zhou and Shen Zhen. This indicates a vast opportunity for mutual cooperation. 

The Southern Daily: I have heard that the Czech delegation has brought one special 

guest to the conference – the Škoda Superb. 

Mr. Tvrdík: The Škoda Auto is our signature. Even though the Czech Republic is a small 

country, we have been quite successful in car manufacturing, which has more than 100 

years long history. We hope to enhance economic and trade cooperation between the 

Czech and Guangdong in car and vehicle manufacturing among others.  

The Southern Daily: At the meeting, 16 CEEC have tried to attract the Chinese 

investors. What is the benefit for Guangdong investors if they aim to invest in the 

Czech Republic? 

Mr. Tvrdík: At first, our location in the heart of Europe is an outstanding advantage for 

the Czech Republic because it opens the gates to both Eastern and Western Europe. 

Secondly, the Czech Republic is the top three country in terms of transportation in the 

CEEC. Railway, land and air transportation facilities are very well established for Chinese 

producers to transport their products around Europe. Thirdly, the Czech Republic 

provides excellent professional skills and a relatively cheap labour compared with the 

Western Europe. Moreover, our government provides a favourable investment policies and 

low tax rates. Last but not least, our country can boast a stable economic environment, 

well developed banking system and one of the three smallest national debts in Europe. 

The Southern Daily: What are the proofs of a good investing environment? 

Mr. Tvrdík: The best investment example could be the purchase of the local brand Škoda 

Auto by Volkswagen. Why? The reason is very simple. Germany and the Czech Republic 

are not only neighbours but the production cost is much cheaper in our country than in 

Germany. Other examples include investments into heavy machinery, aviation industry 

and many others.  

China and the Czech Republic have many opportunities for mutual investments. Most of 

the Czech enterprises have so far entered the Chinese market through the cooperation 

with Germany and we will continue to do so; however, we are also looking for a direct 

cooperation between Chinese and Czech enterprises. 
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The Southern Daily: What are the Czech future investment plans in China? 

Mr. Tvrdík: The biggest Czech medical equipment company has not yet built its sales 

networks in China but we are hoping to fill out this blank soon. The Czech National TV has 

signed a memorandum with the CCTV for future cooperation. The famous Czech cartoon 

“The Little Mole” has been re-broadcasted in CCTV last year; moreover, we are aiming to 

produce a sequel to the story of the Little Mole. There is also the possibility of 

documentary and film production. 

The Southern Daily: What other fields are ready to cooperate, except for those 

mentioned above? 

Mr. Tvrdík: We hope to focus more on the health care. The University Hospital Brno is 

one of the biggest in country and it has already found its Chinese partner in the 

Guangdong Province. In the late June, we hosted a Sino-Czech Medical Seminar in Prague, 

during which the representatives from both countries have discussed the health care 

system, hospital management, disease control and prevention and some others. We see it 

as a good start of mutual cooperation. 

The South Moravian Region is also the scientific research centre of the Czech Republic as 

the most advanced research equipment and many of the best researchers are located 

there. The Guangdong Province is also very well developed in high technologies; 

therefore, we wish to enhance the relationship in the scientific research business 

between the regions. 

 

 

 


