UN Human Rights Council, 24th session

Interactive Dialogue with the UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 17 September 2013

Intervention by the Czech Republic


Mr. President,

Mr. Chairperson of the Commission of Inquiry,

The Czech Republic aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union.

The Czech Republic appreciates the update on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK). We welcome the Commission's work and investigation into systematic, widespread and grave human rights violations in the DPRK such as, inter alia, violations associated with prison camps, torture, violations of the freedom of expression, arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances, including abductions of nationals of other States.

The testimonies recorded in Seoul and in Tokyo provide highly alarming insights into state-orchestrated violations of human rights in the country. Indeed, despite all efforts of the international community, the human rights record of the DPRK remains one of the direst. The witnesses pointing to the use of torture and the existence of labor camps for political prisoners as well as other systematic and widespread violations of a broad range of human rights are deeply disturbing and deplorable. We urge the DPRK to release unconditionally and without delay all political prisoners and start cooperating with the Commission of Inquiry and UN Special Procedures.

The Czech Republic is concerned about the non-cooperation of the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea with the Commission of Inquiry and the Special Rapporteur. It is important that the Commission is granted immediate and full access to the country in order to carry out a thorough and effective investigation into all reported violations, in particular those which may amount to crimes against humanity.      

Once again, we wish to thank the Commission of Inquiry for all its efforts in the challenging task of implementing its mandate.

I thank you, Mr. President.


