EAST BY SOUTHEAST

Festival of Central and Eastern European Film

Cinemateket, 24 October – 7 November, 2013 

The aim of the film festival EAST BY SOUTHEAST is to give Danish audiences a chance to become acquainted with the thoughts, images, myths and stories of our Central and Eastern European neighbours – with their cultures and their films. Many Danes know more about life in faraway places like Thailand and Mexico than in Estonia, Poland or Bulgaria.

The idea is to present feature films and documentaries which reflect the current filmmaking landscape of Central and Eastern Europe. In Denmark we tend to overlook the many unusual, ambitious and excellent films coming from Central and Eastern European countries. 

This year’s programme will include 12 new films from the region and several special events. The festival opens on 24th October with the Estonian black comedy ‘Mushrooming’ (2012) under the presence of the director Toomas Hussar, and the closing film on November 7th will be the Serbian drama ‘Circles’, introduced by the director Srdan Golubovic. ‘Circles’ was awarded at both Berlin Film Festival and Sundance Film Festival. 

EAST BY SOUTHEAST will also present Malgorzata Szumowska’s Polish drama ‘In the Name Of’, which won the Teddy Award at Berlin Film Festival. From Polen comes also the exquisitely photographed black-and-white biopic of the Polish-Roma poet Bronislawa Wajs. She was known as ‘Papusza’, which is also the title of the film. The films was acclaimed as a “Visual masterpiece”, “top discovery” and “a revelation” by the critics at the International Film Festival in Karlovy Vary in July. ‘Papusza’ will on the 31st be introduced by the two directors Joanna Kos-Krauze and Krysztof Krauze.   

As part of the festival the cinematheque also presents the absorbing coming-of-age-story ‘In Bloom’, which is set against the siege conditions of Tbilisi in 1992, amid the multiple conflicts in Georgia at the time. The film has won several international film prizes, including first prize at the goEast film festival in Wiesbaden, Germany.

Klaus Carsten Pedersen, former director of the Danish Foreign Policy Society, will introduce the film on November 5th and the Copenhagen newspaper Information will sponsor a glass of wine before the show.

EAST BY SOUTHEAST also presents for instance the acclaimed Czech noir-thriller ‘In the Shadow’, the Lithuanian multi award winning science fiction film ‘Vanishing Waves’ and the beautiful Hungarian circus-drama ‘Aglaya’. 

EAST BY SOUTHEAST is generously supported by the International Visegrad Fund

Special events

24th October, 18:30: ‘Mushrooming’, introduced by the Estonian director Toomas Hussar. Reception after the film.

31st October, 18:30: ‘Papusza’, introduced by Joanna Kos-Krauze and Krysztof Krauze.

05th November, 18:30: ‘In Bloom’ introduced by Klaus Carsten Pedersen. Reception before the film.
7th November, 19:00: ‘Circles’ introduced by Srdan Golubovic in conversation with film consultant at the Danish Film Institute, Steen Bille.

