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President of the Czech Republic, Miloš Zeman gave his approving assent to dissolve the Parliament on August 

28th, and announced new parliamentary elections for the 25th and 26th of October, 2013. After a resignation of 

the Czech Prime Minister Petr Nečas in June, the government led by Jiří Rusnok had lost a vote of confidence on 

August 7, 2013. After an agreement of the Czech political parties, the Parliament then voted yes to a motion to 

dissolve itself on August 20th, resulting in the new election in October. 
 

Voters living abroad will again have the right to vote at Czech Embassies and Consulates General 

worldwide, including Consulate General in Los Angeles. Due to time difference between the Czech 

Republic and California, the elections will be held a day earlier, on October 24th and 25th, 2013. 

 

For citizens of the Czech Republic with long-term or permanent residence abroad, the law allows registration 

into a special electoral registry administered by Embassies and Consulates General, based on their written 

request which must be submitted no later than 40 days before the elections date. Therefore, those eligible voters 

wishing to vote must submit their request to the Consulate in LA no later than September 15, 2013. 

Dear Friends in California 
 
 I hope you all had a wonderful summer. Some of 

you probably visited the Czech Republic as my 

family and I did in August and enjoyed the beauty 

of our motherland. As you have read or heard, the 

Czech Parliament dissolved itself last month and 

there will be new parliamentary elections held this 

October.   

     Cont´d on page 3 
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Czech Parliamentary Elections To Be Held This October 

 



  

Cont´d from page 1  
 

Voting as a permanent/long-term resident abroad 
 

Voters who wish to be included in the special electoral 

registry of the Consulate, must submit their request in 

writing and enclose a valid identification document 

(passport, Czech Republic ID card, US driver’s license), a 

proof of citizenship of the Czech Republic (Czech 

Republic ID card, Czech Republic passport, Certificate of 

Czech Republic citizenship) and a proof of permanent 

residence (such as US driver’s license, energy bills) in the 

consular jurisdiction of the Consulate General in Los 

Angeles.  

 

There is no prescribed form of application, however, a 

sample form can be downloaded from the website of 

Consulate General in Los Angeles. As a reminder, 

registering into the special voter’s registry at the 

Embassy/Consulate will automatically remove the 

citizen from a regular voter registration list in the 

Czech Republic.  
 

In case a prospective voter is outside their long-

term/permanent residence at the time of the election, 

Czech Embassy/Consulate can issue an electoral ID card 

at the voter’s request for those who are listed in the special 

voter´s registry. This ID card would then authorize the 

vote to be cast outside the long-term/permanent place of 

residence, including any election district abroad or even an 

election district in the territory of the Czech Republic.  

 

The electoral ID card request must be delivered to the 

Consulate General in Los Angeles no later than October 

18, 2013, or requested by personal appearance at the 

Consulate General in Los Angeles no later than October 

23
rd

, 4:00 PM. The Consulate General in Los Angeles will 

start issuing electoral ID cards on October 10, 2013. 

 

Voting While on Short-term Stay Abroad 
 

Czech citizens who are abroad only temporarily must still 

register for an electoral ID card. In this case the electoral 

ID card must be issued in the Czech Republic prior to the 

short stay abroad, within the jurisdiction of the registry 

closest to their permanent residence.  

 

For detailed information please visit the website of the 

Consulate General at www.mzv.cz/losangeles. 
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On the evening of August 21, 2013, the exhibition of the 

photographs of Paul Goldsmith documenting the invasion 

of Prague by Soviet troops opened at the office of the 

Consulate General of the Czech Republic in Los Angeles.  

 

Paul was a 19 year old American photographer traveling 

from Greece to Luxembourg on a Vespa motor scooter, 

arriving in Prague on August 20, 1968, and awoke the next 

morning to the sounds of military occupation.  His historic 

photographs have been widely shown across the country, 

featured in a book published in the Czech Republic and 

added to the collections of museums. The opening 

corresponded with the 45th anniversary of the invasion and 

also featured a showing of the film, "The Unbearable 

Lightness of Being." 
 

The reception was a great success and was very well 

attended by a wide cross section of Los Angeles Czech 

community, including members of the Consular Corp and 

the public.  Consul General, Michal Sedláček, gave a warm 

introduction to Mr. Goldsmith; who spoke to the attendees, 

describing the photographs and events surrounding the 

invasion.  The photographs are on display at the Front 

Gallery of the Consulate General of the Czech Republic in 

Los Angeles (10990 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1100, LA). The 

exhibit is open Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. 

until 12:30 p.m. and runs until November 21, 2013. The 

public is encouraged to come and see this significant work. 

Books of these photographs signed by Paul Goldsmith are 

available on sale at the gallery.  

 

Arrangements are being made for a summer 2014 

exhibition of the Prague 1968 photographs at the U.S. 

Embassy's American Center in Prague.  Richard Pivnicka, 

the San Francisco based Honorary Consul for the Czech 

Republic, has been instrumental in discovering and 

promoting Paul's historic photographs.    

 

 
Paul Goldsmith and Lida Sandera (President SVU) 

 

 

Paul Goldsmith  

Exhibition of Photographs “Prague 1968” 

http://www.mzv.cz/losangeles


 

Cont´d from page 1 

All Czech citizens can vote, either back in the Czech 

Republic or at Embassies and Consulates General 

abroad. If you live in California or other Western 

states and would like to come to vote at the Consulate 

General in Los Angeles, you must register with the 

Consulate by September 15, 2013. Please, see the 

story on previous page for more information or visit 

our website: www.mzv.cz/losangeles for more details.  

 

This fall, we will have an opportunity to celebrate the 

life and to commemorate the work of one of the 

greatest Czechs of the 20
th
 century – playwright, 

dissident and President Václav Havel. The Czech 

Embassy in Washington, DC selected the late Václav 

Havel as a person to whom the annual Mutual 

Inspiration Festival will be devoted to this year. The 

first event will take place at the Wende Museum of 

Communism in LA, which is, I would say fittingly, 

devoted to the history of Communist dictatorships. We 

will be screening Havel’s film “Leaving”, his debut as 

a movie director, on September 15, 2013. 

 

 I am also looking forward to a theater performance of 

Edward Einhorn’s Untitled Theater Company # 61 

from New York City which will perform a series of 

monologues from Havel’s plays at my residence on 

September 29, 2013. And I am excited that UCLA is 

organizing an exhibit on Havel at the beautiful Powel 

Rotunda on the campus.  

 

The legendary Czech film director Jiří Menzel will 

come to Denver and Los Angeles this September. The 

famous American Academy for Arts and Sciences will 

honor Menzel with a special evening on September 23, 

2013 and will screen his Oscar winning movie 

“Closely Watched Trains” from a brand new film 

print at the Samuel Goldwyn Theater at the Academy.  
 

I am also pleased to announce that the Petrof Music 

Series will continue this fall with performances of jazz 

pianist Emil Viklický. Besides concerts in Seattle and 

Los Angeles, he will perform in Bay Area at The 

Crowne Plaza in Foster City on October 9, 2013. 
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I am very excited that Czech language school of 

California continues to grow each semester and that 

the school holds classes at four locations (Palo Alto, 

Mountain View, Lafayette and San Francisco) now.  

 

A fantastic exhibit of Paul Goldsmith’s photographs 

called “Prague 1968” which just opened on August 21, 

the day of the 45
th
 anniversary of the infamous Warsaw 

Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia, is on display at the 

Front Gallery at the Consulate until November 21
st
, 

2013. I can assure you it is worth seeing.  

 

Renowned Czech violinist Ivan Ženatý with 

accomplished American pianist Sandra Shapiro will 

perform in Lafayette on October 24 and 26, 2013. 

Anybody who loves Czech classical music should not 

miss these concerts. To conclude, let me wish you all a 

great fall season, when we will celebrate the Czech 

National Day on October 28
th
, 2013. I look forward to 

seeing you at our cultural events. Please, check our 

website or our Facebook page for more information. 
 

 

 

Consul General Michal Sedláček 

 with photographer Paul Goldsmith 

Walk for Your Health in SF 
 

The American Sokol in San Francisco organizes a “Walk 

for Your Health” on October 11, 2013. Meeting point will 

be at the Land´s End Trail at the Golden Gate National 

Recreation Area. From the new Visitor Center at the 

parking lot above the Cliff House participants will follow 

the Coastal Trail on the South rim of the Golden Gate, 

going parallel with the incoming ships. Wonderful views of 

the Golden Gate Bridge, the City and the beaches down 

below. Unpaved and gentle trail with some stairs is 

approximately one and a half mile long one way. 

 

For more information, please contact Sokol in San 

Francisco at:  sokolsf@gmail.com 

http://www.mzv.cz/losangeles
mailto:sokolsf@gmail.com


 

Three very exciting Czech events are taking place in early 

fall in Northern California, and between the three of them, 

there is sure to be something for everyone! 

  

For foodies, the first event is The Taste of Czech Culinary 

Roadshow, which takes place in late September in Palo Alto 

and provides participants a unique opportunity to interact 

with and taste Czech dishes made by renowned Czech chef, 

Jakub Cerny.  Chef Cerny is currently a chef at the Michelin 

Star-Awarded Alcron restaurant at the Radisson Blu Alcron 

Hotel in Prague and has worked at five star hotels 

throughout Europe.  This event promises to be one of a kind 

and delicious.  Tickets are by invitation only. 

 

For music lovers, the second event is the Unique Concert 

Series, featuring Ivan Ženatý on violin and Sandra Shapiro 

on piano.  The concerts will be held on Thursday, October 

24
th
 and Saturday, October 26

th
, and will feature two 

performances, an afternoon performance at 4:00pm of the 

beloved Czech masters, including Dvorak, Janacek and 

Smetana, and an evening performance at 7:00pm of the best 

of Europe, including Strauss and Schumann. These concerts 

will take place in Lafayette at the Lafayette Veterans 

Memorial building (3780 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette, CA 

94549). For more information and to purchase tickets for 

this event, please visit: www.bayczech.com 

 

And for Kafka or theater lovers, the final event taking place 

in late fall, is a play called “BooKKeepers – A True 

Fiction,” written and directed by R. David Valayre.  The 

play centers around the question: Is Kafka alive and well 

and living in Berlin 13 years after his death? The production 

runs from October 10
th
 through October 27

th
 at the 

Southside Theatre at the Fort Mason Center (2 Marina Blvd. 

at Buchanan St., San Francisco, CA 94123). Curtain time is 

8:00pm Thursday through Saturday, and 3:00pm on Sunday. 

The production benefits from the collaboration of the Czech 

Honorary Consulate General in San Francisco, as well as 

the Goethe Institute in San Francisco.  For information and 

to purchase tickets for this event, please visit: 

http://generationtheatre.com 

 

With these events, the fall is sure to be a busy one for the 

Czech community up north! 

 
 

 

Richard Pivnicka, Honorary Consul General 
 

This fall, the first Czech event of its kind will be taking place 

in the Bay Area, the 2013 Czech Gala and Banquet. The 

Gala promises to have it all: an unforgettable atmosphere in 

a stunning setting, fine dining, VIP guests, as well as 

renowned Czech entertainment, including singers Yanna 

Fabian and Lia Brownova Derner, and a runway fashion 

show by Marketa Briceno. The Czech Ambassador to the 

U.S. Petr Gandalovič plans to attend as well. 

 
Jana Fabiánová 

 

A red carpet photo shoot by award-winning photographer 

Lucie Silveira and a silent auction featuring items donated 

from prominent Czech individuals and firms including 

Dagmar Havlová, Crystal Bohemia, Wranovsky Crystal 

Chandaliers, Jablobijoux, and many others. 

 

Directly preceding the Gala, leaders from the largest and 

most successful local Czech-American companies will weigh 

in on trends that will shape local companies and industries in 

the coming year on a panel aptly titled: “Silicon Valley 

Trends in 2014.” The panelists will include Martin Viktora, 

Founder and CTO of KERIO Technologies, Milos Korenko, 

Marketing Director of AVAST, and Hubert Palan, the Vice 

President of Product Management at Good Data. The panel 

will be followed by a networking reception that will give 

attendees the opportunity to interact with these incredible 

panelists. 

 

The Business Fair and Gala are organized by The Czech 

School of California and the American Sokol of San 

Francisco. Both events will take place at the Crown Plaza 

Hotel in Foster City on Saturday, November 9
th
, with the 

Business Fair beginning at 4:30pm and the Gala at 6:00pm. 

 

Tickets to the Business Fair and Gala are limited, and ticket 

prices go up after September 25
th
.  Individuals interested in 

attending these events are encouraged to purchase their 

tickets early!  It is an event not worth missing! 

For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit: 

http://www.czechinstitutesf.com/ 
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VIEW FROM THE CZECH 

HONORARY CONSUL GENERAL 

 

Czech Gala and Banquet 

http://generationtheatre.com/
http://www.czechinstitutesf.com/


 

 

What an amazing start to The Czech School of California’s 

second school year, 82 children and 11 adults are 

enrolled! And to kick off its second school year, the 

school welcomed these students and their parents to an 

Open House on September 7
th
 at the school’s Palo Alto 

site.  The Open House featured 10 booths with information 

about the School, including the school’s classes, events, 

and partnerships.  In its second year, the school has been 

able to expand and offer a variety of classes at four 

locations throughout the Bay Area, including Palo Alto, 

San Francisco, Mountain View and Lafayette.    

 

This fall’s enrollment is a testament to the commitment 

and capabilities of our students, 99 percent of whom 

passed the Czech proficiency tests and advanced to the 

next Czech language level. Naturally, we also believe that 

it is a testament to the growing dedication of the local 

Czech community to support Czech language education.   

 

In other exciting news, in August 2013, the Czech School 

of California signed an agreement with the Czech Ministry 

of Education, which allows our students to receive actual 

Czech report cards in the following subjects: the Czech 

language, history and geography. In August, the school 

also forged a partnership with Charles University, which 

entitles the school to work with the University on 

developing the latest methodologies for teaching Czech as 

a second language to adults and children.  

 

In addition to these partnerships, the school also organizes 

events and activities for the local Czech and Slovak 

communities. This fall, we are preparing an “educational 

run” (“orientační běh”) for children and parents who like 

being active and who are ready for some healthy 

competition. As you can read in this newsletter, in 

November, we will be putting on the 2013 Czech Gala and 

Banquet, our biggest event to date, which promises to be 

sold-out and one of a kind.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Then, in December, our fellow Czechs will have a 

wonderful opportunity to visit our annual Christmas party 

and Czech Christmas Traditions Exhibit accompanied by 

performances by our students.  

 

Finally, in January 2014 we will be inviting you to a 

Bilingual Conference, which we are organizing together 

with Stanford University under leadership of Ph.D. Eva 

Prionas from Stanford’s Special Language Program, at 

which you will be able to learn all about language 

acquisition and the pros and cons of bilingualism. 

 

We are off to a running start and very excited.  We hope to 

see you in class or at one of our events! 

 

If you would like more information about the school, please 

visit: www.czechschoolofcalifornia.com. 

 

 

 

82 kids enrolled in the Czech School of California! 
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Sokol Picnic This Saturday 

 

American Sokol in San Francisco is organizing a picnic on 

Saturday, September 14, 2013 from 10 am to 6 pm. The 

picnic will be held at the Mallard Picnic Area at Lake 

Chabot in Castro Valley. This area has 7 picnic tables and 

benches, own fire pit, and water tap. It is very conveniently 

located next to the parking lot and sport lawns. 

 

Bring your own lunch basket and little bit more food to 

share it with your friends. The barbeque fire will be on for 

benefit of Sokol picnickers. Starbucks coffee will be served, 

soft drinks will be available. 

 

Come all, bring your friends. Sokol is preparing an 

entertainment such as singing songs, stretching and short 

hike around scenic lake. Those, who don´t like to walk, they 

can rent boats or paddleboat for leisure on the scenic lake.  

 

Entrance parking fee is $5 per car, but the parking spaces 

are also available outside for free. 

 

For more information please contact Sokol in San Francisco 

at: sokolsf@gmail.com  

 
 

 

mailto:sokolsf@gmail.com


  

 

The Czech Republic amended its citizenship rules this 

past spring after years of discussions with the compatriot 

community. This new law of citizenship, Act No. 

186/2013 Coll., will take effect on January 1, 2014 and 

introduces many substantial changes. Foremost, it 

completely abandons the principle of single 

citizenship and conversely acknowledges dual/multi- 

citizenships for Czech citizens. Therefore, former 

Czech/Czechoslovak citizens who lost their citizenship 

after acquiring a U.S. citizenship will be eligible to 

reinstate their Czech citizenship. 

 

Acquisition of Citizenship by Former Czech Citizens 

 

Former citizens, who lost Czechoslovak or Czech 

Republic citizenship, will be able to regain it by means 

of an affirmation (prohlášení) with a few minor 

exceptions. The new law extends the eligibility to regain 

citizenship without any time or date restrictions unlike 

the current legislation, which allowed dual citizenship 

only for those who lost it during the period from 

February 25, 1948 to March 28, 1990. 

 

In addition, children and grandchildren of former Czech 

citizens will not be able to be included in the application 

of their parents anymore. Their applications will have to 

be filed separately by their parents/legal guardians. 

 

By affirmation, it is also possible for individuals to gain 

citizenship if they were born from October 1, 1949 to 

May 7, 1969, outside of the territory of Czechoslovakia 

if at least one of the individual´s parents was at the 

moment of birth a Czechoslovak citizen, or who became 

a Czech citizen as of Jan 1, 1969. In this case it is 

necessary to submit the affirmation no later than January 

1, 2015. 

 

Acquisition of Citizenship by Foreigners 

 

Effective January 1, 2014, the requirements for the 

acquisition of Czech citizenship by foreigners are 

increased. The applicant will now have to prove basic 

knowledge about the Czech constitutional system, state 

symbols, an orientation in fundamental culture, and  

Czech social, geographical and historical facts.   
 

INFORMATION ON THE NEW CITIZENSHIP LAW OF THE 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

 

Acquisition of Citizenship by Paternity 

 

Children whose father (a Czech citizen) 

acknowledges paternity by an affirmative statement, 

acquire citizenship, if the mother is a: 

 

o permanent resident in the Czech Republic 

o citizen of an EU member state 

o citizen of the Swiss Confederation 

o citizen of a country party to the European 

Economic Area Agreement (Norway, 

Iceland, Liechtenstein)  

o stateless (apatrida) 

 

 

Loss of Czech Citizenship 

 

Effective January 1, 2014 Czech citizens will no 

longer lose their Czech citizenship after acquiring 

foreign citizenship. The only way how to abandon 

citizenship will be through the means of Declaration 

of Renunciation of Czech Citizenship. 

 

For detailed information, please visit the website of 

the Czech Consulate General in Los Angeles 

(www.mzv.cz/losangeles). 

 

Details on how to apply for regaining citizenship will 

be announced on the website of the Consulate 

General after the instructions will become available 

from the Ministry of the Interior. 
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The Czech Republic inaugurated 

its Honorary Consulate in Seattle, State of 

Washington 
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On June 28, 2013, the Czech Republic inaugurated its 

Honorary Consulate in Seattle, State of Washington. The 

newest Czech consular post was officially opened by the 

Deputy Minister of Environment of the Czech Republic 

Tomas Tesar and the Ambassador of the Czech Republic to 

the United States Petr Gandalovič at a special ceremony 

attended by Deputy Mayor of Seattle Darryl Smith. 
 

Consular jurisdiction of the Honorary Consulate of the Czech 

Republic in Seattle covers the entire State of Washington. 

The consular post is headed by Wayne Jehlik, long-term 

promoter of Czech culture in Pacific Northwest, founder and 

director of the popular Center for Czech Education and 

Culture based in Seattle.   
 

The Czech Republic is well aware of the strong Czech 

compatriot community in Seattle and the important potential 

it offers for future development of cultural exchange and 

mutual relations as such. This led the Government of the 

Czech Republic to strengthen its presence in Washington 

State in the form of first formalized official representation. 

The Honorary Consulate in Seattle will generate support to 

economic and commercial relations, will increase cultural 

cooperation and will promote an exchange in education and 

tourism. It will play unifying and supportive role in 

compatriot relations, and will provide services in consular 

matters. Its presence will help improve the accessibility of 

consular services to the Czech nationals in the region and at 

the same time, it will bring the Czech Republic closer to 

local communities and general public. The Honorary 

Consulate in Seattle is the twentieth commissioned Honorary 

Consulate of Czech Republic in the United States, not 

including three Consulates General and the Embassy. 
 

As far as consular matters are concerned, its agenda includes 

assisting Czech nationals in need, including tourists, who 

might find themselves in difficult situations. In this regard, 

the Honorary Consulate will partially collaborate with the 

Consulate General in Los Angeles on issuing emergency 

travel documents.  
 

The consulate will also provide notary functions to the 

public, namely in regard to documents to be used in the 

Czech Republic. From now on, there will be no need to 

travel to Los Angeles or another distant Consulate of the 

Czech Republic for notarizations. 

 
Ambassador Petr Gandalovič  

with Honorary Consul Wayne Jehlik 

The address of the Honorary Consulate is: 

3115 NE 65th Street 

Seattle, WA 98115 

Opening hours:  by appointment  

Tel: (206) 229-7127 

Fax: (206) 523-2220 

Email:  seattle@honorary.mzv.cz  
 

 
Petr Gandalovič with Wayne Jehlik 

 

 

Internationally acclaimed jazz pianist and composer Emil 

Viklicky, who has won countless awards and led numerous 

ensembles, will return to California this fall. Local jazz 

enthusiasts will have an opportunity to hear him at a very 

special concert in the Bay Area.  
 

Jazz legend Viklický will perform with exceptional 

colleagues John Shifflett (bass) and Scott Amendola 

(drums) on Wednesday, October 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Crowne Plaza (1221 Chess Drive, Foster City, CA 94404). 

The performers will introduce sampling of the works of 

Leoš Janáček and synthesis of the Moravian folk songs 

with modern jazz. 

 

The event is jointly organized by the Consulate General of 

the Czech Republic in Los Angeles, Sokol San Francisco 

and expatriate organization BayCzech. The concert surely 

should not be missed by any jazz fans.  

 

 
Emil Viklický 

 

mailto:seattle@honorary.mzv.cz


 

Upcoming Cultural Events 
 

MONTH YEAR 

VOL. #  ISSUE # 

 
 

 

 

 

September 2013 October 2013  

Sep. 14, 2013 from 10a.m. till 6p.m. – Sokol 

San Francisco Picnic 
 

The Mallard Picnic Area at Lake Chabot  

Parkin Castro Valley, CA 
 

For more information, please contact: 

sokolsf@gmail.com 

Oct. 9, 2013 from 7:00 p.m. - Jazz legend 

Emil Viklický performance - the works of 

Leoš Janáček and synthesis of the 

Moravian folk songs with modern jazz 

Venue: The Crowne Plaza (1221 Chess 

Drive, Foster City, CA 94404) 

Oct. 24 & 26, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

performances - Concert series featuring Ivan 

Ženatý on violin and Sandra Shapiro on piano 
 

Venue: Lafayette Veterans Memorial building 
 

For more information, please visit: 

www.bayczech.com 

 

Sep. 23, 2013 – The Academy – Screening 

of “Closely Watched Trains” with a 

presence of Jiří Menzel 

Tickets ($5 general admission/$3 Academy 

members and students with a valid 

ID)tickets on sale from September 3 online 

and by mail 

Oct. 10 – 27, 2013 - “BooKKeepers – A 

True Fiction,” – play centers around the 

question: Is Kafka alive and well and living 

in Berlin 13 years after his death? 

Venue: Southside Theatre at the Fort 

Mason Center 

www.generationtheatre.com 

Nov. 9, 2013 starts 4:30 p.m. – Czech Gala and 

Banquet 

Venue: Crown Plaza Hotel in Foster City 

For more information, please visit: 

www.czechinstitutesf.com 

 

Sep. 25, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. – Taste of Czech 

Culinary Roadshow organized by Czech 

Tourism 

Venue: 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto 

(Upon invitation only) 

Oct. 11, 2013 - Walk for Your Health 

organized by Sokol 
 

Starting point: Land´s End Trail at the 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

 

For more information, please contact 

Sokol in SF at:  sokolsf@gmail.com 

 

 

Nov. 23, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. – Christmas Lunch 

organized by the California Czech and Slovak 

Club 

Venue: Community Center, Orinda 

For more information, please contact: 

californiaczechslovak@yahoo.com 
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