Honorable  Ministre,

President Emerituj, Mrs. De Marco

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen
It is my honour to welcome you at the unveilling of the memorial of the former President of the Czech Republic and of the Czechoslovakia Václav Havel here in this lovely Hastings Gardens.

Firstly I would like to thank to our Honorary Consul to Malta Tonio Casapinta for coming up with this idea and for doing everything to realize this wounderful project.
I would like also warmly thank to the City of Valleta represented by Mayor Dr. Alexiei Dingli and all friends who have helped us to bring this idea to the reality.
In December we will commemorate two years of the passing of VH and I still have in my mind how the people in my country did react on this sad news. The czech people did understand that we lost a true leader, personality which determined our lifes at least for the last twenty years.  They met this day when VH passed away together just not to be alone because they felt lonely.
VH was the writer, the prominent dissident, the president of the Czechoslovakia, the president of the Czech Republic and primarily the great European, convinced democrat, who considered our country and our region as a strong part of Europe and western civilisation with all assests and obligations. He considered himself to be a the citizen of the whole world and  percieved with the sensibility his own responsibility for its developement. 
I had a privilege to work for President Havel for eight years. I was among those young people who joined czech civil servis and diplomacy shortly after the changes also because of him and the values he represented. For many people of my generation who grew up and studied during the communist time it was impossible just to imagine to be a part of the official institution, it was something we did refuse during a communist regime. But thanks to Václav Havel we changed our minde and decided to follow him. I can never be more thankfull to the destiny for giving me a chance to be close to him and to work for him. 

I had a chance to accompan  President Havel during his state visite to Malta 2002 and I remember also very well how much he admired this lovely country, its friendship and how warmly he was recieved by the ordinary people and by the high representative of Malta. He was here also very happy because he could spent some free days just as a tourist together with his spouse.

For the Czech Republic and for all the countries which freed from the communist régime meant VH very much and we miss him almost every day. Today he is without any doubts the most famouse and most important citizen of the Czech Republic and is respected also abroad. I am very happy that he is loved and respected also here in Malta and Valleta.


Let me at the end conveyalso the greetings thanks from the part of Dagmar Havlova, the wife of President Havel. She is very grateful to the Cityof Vallettea and to everzbody who helped us to erect this memorial.

Thank you.
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