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Mr. President, 

Let me thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this distinguished 

international body that deals with the most topical issues of the global disarmament and 

security. 

 Firstly, the stable security environment has been always among the priorities of the 

Czech Republic. We are a committed party to all the disarmament agreements and by 

resolute fulfilling of all responsibilities we firmly contribute to international security. The 

Czech Republic gives its continuous support to the goals of the Conference on Disarmament 

and wishes to return the CD back to where it belongs – to the centre of multilateral 

disarmament negotiations. Despite the achievements made over the past decades in various 

fields of disarmament, we are still facing many challenges in evolving international 

environment. Therefore, we keep our hope that substantive work in the CD will be resumed 

this year. 

 Disarmament of nuclear weapons is of particular concern of the Czech Republic. We 

have always strongly advocated for the right to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 

without discrimination. However, this right should be fully exercised only while adhering to 

all non-proliferation obligations. The longstanding objective of a complete elimination of 

nuclear weapons may be achieved only if the non-proliferation regime meets all demands for 

its reinforcement. 

In addition, we are convinced that the future Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT), a 

treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices, will constitute a significant achievement in nuclear disarmament in 

accordance with Article VI of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Consequently, the FMCT 

will complement the NPT and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) and it 

would contribute to making the process of nuclear weapons reductions irreversible. The 

FMCT including verification provisions would fulfil an important objective of the 1995 

Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament. The whole 

international non-proliferation regime will be strengthened by applying the FMCT also to 

states that are not parties to the NPT. Such a treaty would contribute to regional stability in 

particular in South Asia, the Korean Peninsula and the Middle East. It could also reduce the 

risk of transfer of fissile material to terrorist groups or activities. This last consideration is 

increasingly pertinent in today's security environment where the risk of nuclear terrorism has 

become a global challenge. We therefore support the establishment of a relevant Group of 

Governmental Experts. Its mandate should allow for discussions on all aspects of a non-

discriminatory, multilateral and internationally verifiable treaty and its negotiations. We are 

honoured to have our representative in this Group. 

 We are of the view that the strengthening of the NPT regime is achievable through a 

balanced and gradual approach to its three mutually reinforcing pillars: non-proliferation, 

disarmament and the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The current review cycle and the 

upcoming 2015 NPT Review Conference constitute a great opportunity for all States Parties 

to renew and intensify their commitment to the NPT and look for further ways and means to 

strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament architecture.  The Czech Republic 

seeks a reasonable and balanced outcome of the 2015 Review Conference that would move us 

closer to the ultimate goals of the treaty. 



Allow me to point out as well that the Czech Republic considers the Arms Trade 

Treaty as a cornerstone in the development of international norms in the area of global arms 

trade. Therefore, we welcomed with great appreciation that, after years of hard work, the 

international community was finally able to complete the negotiations of the Arms Trade 

Treaty last year. The Czech Republic is taking all necessary measures to ratify the Treaty and 

thus will contribute for the instrument to enter into force later this year. 

The Czech Republic appreciates the activities of the Convention on Certain 

Conventional Weapons (CCW) and its efforts to ban or restrict the use of specific types of 

weapons that are considered to cause unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering to combatants or 

to affect civilians indiscriminately. We are honoured to have been entrusted with the 

responsibility to chair the Conference of the High Contracting Parties to the Protocol V of the 

CCW on Explosive Remnants of War and to coordinate the issue of assistance and 

cooperation this year. We will do our best to facilitate the activities of the CCW in this area. 

Mr. President, 

I would now like to mention one issue that is of high importance to us. Since 1996 we 

have been expressing our profound interest to become a member of the Conference on 

Disarmament. As a full member we want to share the common responsibility of achieving 

disarmament with the current members of the CD. The Rules of Procedure of the CD 

stipulate that the membership of the Conference will be reviewed at regular intervals but it is 

regrettable that we have not witnessed any expansion of the membership since 1999. 

 As the current coordinator of the Informal Group of Observer States to the Conference 

on Disarmament, the Czech Republic presented the views of the Group to this forum a month 

ago and offered a handful of proposals and practical steps with respect to the enlargement of 

the Conference and the ways of its implementation. We believe that expansion could help to 

regain the credibility of the Conference by transforming it into a universally represented 

body. At the same time, it should enable to grant all UN member states an equal possibility to 

participate as fully fledged members in disarmament negotiations and to share the common 

responsibility of achieving disarmament goals. 

Mr. President, allow me to turn to an issue which represents a serious challenge to the 

European and international security and stability. The Czech Republic has always been 

concerned about the breach of international legal norms and violations of international 

obligations. We advocate that there must not be any threat to a national sovereignty or 

territorial integrity exposed to any member of international community. Therefore, we 

strongly support a peaceful solution to the crisis in Ukraine.  

In conclusion, Mr. President, I would like to assure you that my country is fully 

committed to contribute actively to strengthening international security. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


