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Thank you, Mr. President. 

Prof. Bielefeldt,  

Thank you for reports on your missions to Jordan and Sierra Leone and for your latest thematic 

report. These reports allow us a better understanding of current challenges in the implementation of 

freedom of religion or belief worldwide.  

The Czech Republic is strongly committed to full implementation of freedom of religion or belief and 

to the protection of the rights of persons belonging to religious or belief minorities. Promotion of 

tolerance, respect for diversity and mutual understanding are of utmost importance for the full 

enjoyment of freedom of religion or belief by all. 

Prof. Bielefeldt,  

You have addressed the phenomena of collective religious hatred and its root causes, one of them 

being fear, fear of the unknown. For elimination of these negative sentiments you, once again, 

stressed the importance of open communication, and thus of freedom of expression. We concur that 

the most effective way to combat false perceptions is their exposure to public scrutiny in free 

discourse. Limitations to the right to express opinions, including those on religion or belief, are a 

source of great vulnerability, especially for persons belonging to religious minorities.  

In your report, you state that religion and religious feelings are often exploited to achieve political or 

economic gains and you mention several political factors that increase the likelihood of 

manifestations of religious hatred. Among them, you note that environment of religious pluralism 

and inclusiveness is almost unconceivable in cases where the state identifies itself with one particular 

religion, as it has inevitably an adverse impact on religious minorities. We would be interested to 

know, if and under which circumstances may such a close and exclusive relationship in itself 

constitute an infringement of freedom of religion? 

To conclude, we wish you, prof. Bielefeldt, all the best in your work. 


