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Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

My delegation supports the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The Czech Republic remains deeply concerned with the dire human rights situation in Syria and 

in Iran, as expressed in our statements during the prior interactive dialogues. We also recall our 

deep concerns regarding the persistent deplorable human rights situation in the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea and the highly disturbing findings of the Commission of Inquiry, as 

also expressed in our statement during the interactive dialogue with the Commission. The Czech 

Republic keeps following closely the developments in Myanmar/Burma as mentioned during 

the interactive dialogue with Mr. Quintana. While recognizing the important political and social 

changes, we are still very much concerned by a number of challenges which, if unsolved, could 

endanger the ongoing reform process.  

    

We are strongly concerned about the recent developments in Ukraine, namely the Russian 

invasion in Crimea. There is an immense risk of violent conflict on the Crimean peninsula and 

the consequences that it could have on local communities. Thus we call on Russia to withdraw its 

forces in accordance with the principles of international law and to respect the Ukrainian territory 

and sovereignty. Also we urge the new Ukrainian government to investigate as matter of urgency 

the violent crackdown on protesters on Maidan Square in Kyiv and other parts of Ukraine which 

left dozens of people dead.  

  

In China, a current member of the Human Rights Council, we regret to note that the Government 

limits the rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association, as well as rights of 

minorities. We are concerned about continued detentions and sentencing of human rights 

defenders, journalists and political activists, included Dr. Xu Zhiyong and other members of the 

New Citizens Movement. We also call on China to ensure that civil society can participate freely 

in the UPR mechanism, and release without delay all human rights defenders detained for taking 

part or seeking to partake in this human rights scrutiny. 

 

We continue to monitor the extremely volatile and dangerous human rights situation in 

the Central African Republic and will go into more detail during the interactive dialogue with 

the Independent Expert on CAR under item 10.  

 

The most serious human rights problems in Libya result from the absence of the rule of law, 

effective justice and security institutions. We are deeply concerned by thousands of detainees 

remaining in government or militia-controlled detention facilities without access to justice, 

exposed to torture and ill-treatment which often result in deaths.  



 

The Czech Republic welcomes the improved security situation in the eastern part of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. Nevertheless the situation there remains extremely complicated 

and volatile. We have to express repeatedly our concern regarding the use of violence against the 

civilian population. In particular, the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war is worrisome. We 

will address the situation later at the High-Level Dialogue on Sexual Violence in the DRC.  

 

The human rights situation remains extremely critical in the South Sudan and merits 

appointment of special procedure. The list of human rights violation would be too long to be cited 

in this statement. The human rights situation in the South Sudan has recently significantly 

deteriorated as a consequence of a violent internal conflict, which must stop immediately. The 

Czech Republic calls on the Government of South Sudan to cooperate with the OHCHR and the 

international community in this regard. 

 

Thank you, Mr. President.           


