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    U N I T E D   N A T I O N S                            
N A T I O N S   U N I E S

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
--

REMARKS AT MEDIA EVENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Prague, 4 April 2014

AS DRAFTED

Your Excellency, Richard Brabec [“Brubaets”], Minister for the Environment,

Your Excellency, Tomas Hudecek [“Hoodaetcheck”] Mayor of Prague,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Climate change knows no boundaries. 

Everywhere we are seeing more extreme and unpredictable weather patterns.

Cities such as Prague have experienced major floods over the past two decades. 

Lives have been lost, tens of thousands people have been evacuated from their homes and billions of euros of damage has been caused. 

I was struck by the pictures from 2002 showing the flooded Czech capital, the Jewish Quarter under water, and UNESCO sites threatened by the rising tide. 

The Prague flood protection system is part of the most extensive in Europe – and it has made a real difference. 

But even the best flood barriers cannot halt the march of climate change.

Last week, I was in Greenland and saw once again the evidence of our warming world.  

Climate change is a reality and the science is undeniable.

But it is just as clear that addressing climate change provides a great opportunity for sustainable economic growth. 

We simply must generate the political will for a meaningful global climate agreement by 2015.  

That is why I will host a Climate Summit this September in New York.  

It will be a ‘solutions summit’.  I am calling for leaders to come with bold announcements and concrete action. 

In life, we may have a ‘Plan B’, but there is no ‘Planet B’. 

There is only the commitment we can make together to address climate change, reduce emissions, strengthen adaptation and build a more sustainable world.

I salute your efforts here to do just that.

Thank you

[END]
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