
7CD

1

Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Member States of the Central European Initiative

Sarajevo, 1997

Final Document

1. The Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Member States of the Central European
Initiative (CEI) held their annual meeting in Sarajevo on 6 - 7 June 1997. The meeting was
chaired by Mr. Jadranko Prlic, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which holds the CEI Presidency during the current year. 

2. The Meeting was attended by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs or their
representatives of Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia and Ukraine. It was further attended by representatives of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE), of the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), of the Council of Europe (CoE), of the European Commission
(EC), and of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in their
capacity of special guests. The Meeting was also attended by the Director General of the
CEI Centre for Information and Documentation in Trieste (CID) and the Head of the
Secretariat for CEI Projects at the EBRD.

3. The Ministers, meeting in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
expressed the solidarity of the CEI Member States with the host country and the peoples of
Bosnia and Herzegovina in their quest for peace, rehabilitation and reconciliation. 

They reiterated their firm support to the peace process based on the Washington
and Dayton Accords. Noting with satisfaction the results that have been achieved so far,
they appealed to all authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the international
community to enhance the full and consistent implementation of the provisions of the Peace
Accords.

The Ministers stressed the need for Member States to give special attention,
individually and collectively, to providing further assistance regarding the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of war torn areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of Croatia.



7CD

2

I. The CEI and the Challenges of Integration Processes in Europe

4. The Ministers exchanged views on political, economic and security related
developments in Europe, being of relevance and of particular interest for the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe and discussed the role of the CEI in this context.

5. Following the CEI enlargement to 16 Member States, showing substantial disparities
in economic strength and performance, as well as differences with respect to their progress
in the process of transition and integration and in particular with regard to the status of their
relations with the European Union, the Ministers observed that priority attention should be
given to efforts aimed at advancing cohesion and harmonious economic and social
development in the region.

6. Considering the pending decisions to be taken within the frameworks of the
European Union as well as of NATO on the enlargement of their membership or
cooperation, the Ministers stressed that one of the main tasks of the CEI, as a forum for
cooperation including both, candidate and non-candidate countries, should be to reduce the
impact of existing and possible emerging new differences and disparities between CEI
Member States and to avoid the creation of new barriers and divisions in Europe.

To this end, the Ministers agreed to focus cooperation in all bodies of the CEI on
the following three principal objectives:
-  strengthening cooperation among and between Member States;
- strengthening participation of all Member States in the process of European integration;
-  strengthening the process of economic transformation of the countries in transition.

The Ministers decided to orient activities in the various bodies of the CEI to
concentrate in future particularly on assistance to strengthen the capacities of the least
advanced member countries and those having the greatest need for accelerated economic
development or recovery.

Relations CEI - European Union

7. The Ministers underlined that after the adoption by the European Council in Dublin
of the Commission’s Report on cooperation with the CEI, the Initiative has been recognised
as a valuable supporting mechanism for its Member States to intensify their cooperation with
the European Union (EU). In this context they welcomed the positive development which
has taken place in the  EU-CEI relations, that needs to be further promoted.

8. They took note with satisfaction of the results of the meeting between the CEI-
Committee of National Coordinators (CNC) and representatives of the European
Commission (Brussels, 18 February 1997), which have enabled a number of  important CEI
projects to be examined by the Commission in order to explore the most appropriate ways
to ensure complementarity between the latter and those carried out, in similar areas, under
PHARE and TACIS.
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In the light of the above, the Ministers underlined the necessity to convene a second
meeting of this kind in the Autumn with the purpose of reviewing progress in the
implementation of projects and of defining ways and means for further cooperation.

9. The Ministers equally welcomed the Commission’s open attitude as to the
development of CEI sponsored projects with the support of PHARE and TACIS, whenever
it is clear that these projects are the result - in each country concerned - of a close
cooperation between CEI National Coordinators and PHARE /TACIS National
Coordinators.

10. The Ministers confirmed the necessity of negotiations and the development of
bilateral relationships between interested CEI Member States and the EU, in particular
cooperative and contractual relationships between the EU and countries which have not yet
concluded such a relation, in view of extending the procedure proposed by the EC to all
interested CEI Member States.

11. Reaffirming the additional value of CEI support in the EU pre-accession strategy
they welcomed the increasing mutual and practical exchange of information in the field of the
EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), which proves the increasing interest of
the European Union for subregional cooperations.

Relations CEI - Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Council of
Europe, UN - Economic Commission for Europe

12. The Ministers noted with interest a development of CEI contacts with the OSCE,
CoE and UN-ECE. Such relations emphasise a growing role of the CEI in Europe and
reaffirm the potentials of the CEI. In this context the Ministers welcomed the continuation of
contacts and cooperation with these organisations on a new basis of complementarity and
comparative advantages in accordance with the Final Document of the Graz Summit.

13. The Ministers underlined the need to intensify cooperation in the sphere of security,
stability and confidence building measures through regular contacts with OSCE and other
relevant organisations in Europe.

The Ministers welcomed the first meeting held between the representatives of the
CEI Troika as well as of Belarus and Ukraine, and the OSCE Danish Presidency on April
24 1997, in which possible fields of cooperation were discussed, such as contribution to the
monitoring of elections in Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and setting-up of CEI
regional round tables.

14. The Ministers recommended to convene a second meeting between the
representatives of the CEI and the experts of the Council of Europe to evaluate the state of
cooperation and to identify its future directions.
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15. The Ministers, referring to the UN-ECE Jubilee Session and the adoption of a
Declaration and a Plan of Action aimed at providing the ECE with a new thrust to facilitate
and strengthen the involvement of all member countries in harmonious economic relations,
welcomed the efforts to strengthen contacts and partnership with the ECE  and directed the
CNC, CID, Secretariat for CEI Projects at the EBRD and CEI Working Groups to
intensify cooperation with the ECE.

Relations CEI - sub-regional cooperations and third countries

16. The Ministers took note with satisfaction of the results of the initial consultations
among the CEI, the Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS) and the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (BSEC) that took place in Trieste, on the initiative of the CEI-CNC, on 18
April 1997. They considered that the development of the collaboration among these
cooperations, particularly in the area of concrete joint projects, could contribute to the
process of European integration. Of special importance are the fields of transport, trade,
investment, infrastructure, energy, telecommunications, tourism as well as combating
organised crime and illegal drug trafficking.

The collaboration among these cooperations will pave the way for member countries
to be involved in projects of trans-European character. In this regard the Ministers
expressed satisfaction with the holding of the Conference of the Ministers of Transport of
the CEI and the BSEC countries in Sofia on 21-22 November, 1996. In line with the CEI
objectives and the OSCE Summit decisions, the Ministers encouraged further consultations
among the three sub-regional cooperations, as a positive contribution to the inter-regional
cooperation and to the new and comprehensive security model for Europe as well.

17. The Ministers noted that at present several initiatives with different origins,
membership and structures are operating in South Eastern Europe. Taking into account the
respective vocation and scope of activities, they expressed the wish that duplication should
be avoided and synergies created through appropriate measures of coordination.
Considering the comprehensive role of the CEI and its experience in the region, the
Ministers suggested that the CEI should be adequately represented in the most important
meetings of these initiatives.

II. Cooperation among Member States

18. The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of fostering cooperation among Member
States as primary objective of the CEI and as an effective contribution to establish lasting
and stable relations in the region. They stressed the usefulness of further developing good
neighbourly relations between CEI Member States, encouraging stability in the region in all
aspects.

19. In this respect, they voiced appreciation for the Treaty of Understanding,
Cooperation and Good neighbourliness between Romania and Hungary; Treaty on Good
Neighbouring and Cooperation Relations between Ukraine and Romania, as well as bilateral
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agreements between Italy and Slovenia, between Italy and Croatia, between Croatia and
Slovenia, as important contributions to the stability in the respective regions.

20. The Ministers also expressed support for trilateral or sub-regional forms of
enhanced cooperation at various levels that are conducive to the resolution of specific tasks
or the implementation of projects of mutual interest and which also take into consideration
the interests of other CEI Member States.

21. The Ministers welcomed the signature of the “CEI Instrument for the Protection of
Minority Rights” by Albania; they reminded that the Instrument remains open for signature
by other Member States. They recommended the CNC to cooperate with relevant
international organisations in this field; in this framework they welcomed the initiative of the
Working Group on Minorities to organise a seminar on fight against racial discrimination in
cooperation with the European Commission and the Council of Europe (Trieste, November
1997).

22. The Ministers stressed the importance of agreements on trade and related issues,
especially free trade agreements as instruments for practical cooperation and for promoting
economic development in the countries concerned. They appreciated the role of the Central
European Free Trade Area (CEFTA) as a supporting preparatory mechanism for the
European integration. In this context, they welcomed the forthcoming joining of Romania into
the CEFTA.

They also encouraged CEI Member States to explore the need for and possibilities
of setting up bilateral free trade agreements between CEI Member States, taking into
account the CEFTA experience and its achievements. Considering the need for developing
relations between CEI Member States and the EU, CEFTA countries are ready to share
their experience in this field with other interested CEI Member States.

23. The Ministers called on the Chambers of Commerce of the CEI region to put into
operation the planned and envisaged network of communication and cooperation aimed at
facilitating exchange of information and implementation of common projects, such as trade
and investment promotion initiatives, specialised fairs and business missions. They also
invited other related bodies to cooperate with this initiative.

24. The Ministers urged the accelerated development of the infrastructure linking the
Member States, particularly with regard to transport and telecommunication. In this context,
referring to the preparation of the Third Pan-European Ministerial Conference on Transport
to be held in June in Helsinki, the Ministers expressed appreciation for the valuable
contribution of the European Commission in developing the transport corridor concept, as a
basis for adjusting the pan-European transport infrastructure to the needs of current and
future traffic in Europe. In this regard they expressed the readiness of the CEI to
complement the efforts of concertation undertaken by the European Commission through the
activities of the CID, the CEI Working Group on Transport and contacts with other sub-
regional cooperations. The Ministers supported the timely and adequate inclusion of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and Croatia into the pan-European transport corridors and network.
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25. The Ministers welcomed new initiatives intended to develop the parliamentary
dimension of the CEI. They believe that the Conference of Presidents of the Parliaments of
CEI Member States, to be held on 25 October in Trieste, will represent a new and
important development in this field. The engagement of national Parliaments in the fight
against organised crime, which reflects a major topic to be dealt with in the said Conference,
is highly welcomed by the Ministers.

26. The Ministers took note of the consultations that were conducted in New York
among the permanent missions of the CEI Member States about a proposal on establishing
closer links between the CEI and the UN with the view of obtaining the status of observer in
the UN General Assembly, and recommended to the National Coordinators to continue the
discussions in this direction.

27. In view of the enlarged CEI membership, the widening scope of its activities and the
enhanced role of the CEI in the process of European integration, the Ministers agreed that
urgent measures are required to improve the structure of the CID in Trieste in accordance
with its needs in terms of financing, personnel and equipment. They directed the CNC to
take the necessary steps in consultation with the Director General and, as appropriate, in
cooperation with the CEI Secretariat at the EBRD.

The Ministers welcomed the support given to the CID by Italy as the host country
pending the ratification of the Headquarters Agreement, signed on 24 July 1996, and the
financial contributions provided so far by Austria, Croatia, Hungary and Slovenia and noted
with satisfaction the readiness for contributions and further support by the other Member
States.

They invited the Director General to specify future requirements of the CID in his
Annual Report 1997 to be submitted for the CEI Summit Meeting.

28. The Ministers noted with appreciation the progress achieved by CEI Working
Groups as described in the Annex, Part I. In particular, they welcomed significant results of
cooperation in the fields of agriculture, civil protection, culture, environment, science and
technology, small and medium sized enterprises, statistics, tourism, transport, training,
migration, protection of minorities and combatting illegal drug traffic and organised crime.

The Ministers encouraged the CEI Working Groups to concentrate their
cooperation on activities facilitating the implementation of the primary CEI objectives and
orientation as defined in para 6.

The Ministers invited the Working Group on Training to prepare, in cooperation
with the CID and the CEI Secretariat at the EBRD, a comprehensive training programme on
economic transition and European integration issues for participants from CEI countries. The
programme should provide an appropriate basis for practical cooperation with the EC and
other sub-regional cooperations in Europe.
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29. Considering the importance of EBRD investment in CEI Member States, reaching a
total of ECU 5.4 billion up to end of 1996, the Ministers noted with appreciation the role of
the Secretariat for CEI Projects at the EBRD with regard to the preparation and
implementation of projects, as listed in the Annex, Part II.

They directed the CEI bodies to make full use of the Initiatives’ cooperation
potential for the speedy implementation of each of the projects.

III.  CEI Focus on Fostering Cohesion and Solidarity in Europe

30. The Ministers considered that cohesion among all countries of the region and
harmonious development should be strengthened by CEI Member States through
cooperation in a spirit of solidarity. They agreed that special attention should be given to
bilateral and multilateral measures and programmes of assistance provided to Member
States which, due to the effects of a variety of crisis situations, are in particular need of
recovery and accelerated economic development.

They welcomed the idea to study proposals for a CEI mechanism for assistance in
humanitarian and economic emergency situations in the CEI region which could also be a
complementary element for an internationally agreed action.

31. The Ministers recommended to the CNC and CID to activate the Working Group
on Reconstruction and Rehabilitation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia under the
chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the co-chairmanship of Croatia which
reinforces the role of the CEI.

The Ministers reiterated the readiness of their States to provide further aid and
support to the reconstruction of the Croatian Danubian region through the activities of the
CEI as well as other international organisations they are member of. In this respect, they
stressed that the financial assistance of the international community is of vital importance to
the entire process of the return of the refugees and displaced persons and for the overall
stabilisation process in the area.

32. Bearing in mind the broader stability of the CEI area, the Ministers welcomed the
successful holding of the local elections in the Croatian Danubian area on April 13, 1997
which have been a decisive step for further progress in the peaceful reintegration of the
region. The Ministers noted with satisfaction that the results of these elections have been fully
implemented.

33. Having in mind the forthcoming local elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina the
Ministers expressed the readiness of the CEI to participate in the monitoring of the elections
within the framework of the OSCE (ODIHR) arrangements. They reminded that also
refugees outside Bosnia and Herzegovina have the right to participate in the elections
process and urged the Member States to facilitate the refugees from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, who are staying in their territories, to take an active part in local elections.
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34. The Ministers examined the development of the crisis in Albania and declared their
full support to the efforts undertaken by the EU and international community including
humanitarian aid from the CEI Member States. They stressed the importance of the
international actions taken under the auspices of the OSCE, in order to prevent further
deterioration of the situation, to overcome the crisis and achieve national reconciliation. They
also encouraged efforts of all political forces in Albania to facilitate the forthcoming elections
in June 1997. The Ministers expressed the readiness of the CEI to contribute to the
monitoring of those elections.

The Ministers welcomed the participation of four CEI Member States in the
Multinational Protection Force which has been deployed in Albania and is contributing to
restore a secure environment in the country, thus promoting normal life as well as facilitating
the missions of international organisations and the provision of humanitarian assistance.

35. The Ministers expressed concern about the economic problems by which CEI
Member States, affected by the implementation of the UN Security Council resolutions
imposing sanctions against FRY (Serbia and Montenegro), are confronted with and
reaffirmed the need for a concerted response by the international community to deal in a
more effective manner with the related economic problems of the States concerned.

36. In the spirit of the Graz Final Document the Ministers reiterated their readiness to
provide further aid and support to the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the regions of
Belarus and Ukraine most affected by the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. Apart from urgent
medical aspects, economic recovery and social rehabilitation are the key issues to be
addressed. Joint efforts with the TACIS Programme appear to be most desirable and
productive.

_______________

37. The Ministers expressed their appreciation to the Government of Bosnia and
Herzegovina for having hosted and excellently organised the Meeting of the Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of the CEI.


