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CEI Youth Forum on
GROWING UP TOGETHER

Building a common future: cultural activities, job opportunities and new society

Trieste, 21-24 November 2001

Final Declaration

We, the representatives of the young people of the Member States of the Central European Initiative (CEI)
held our first Youth Forum in Trieste, 21-24 November 2001, on the occasion of the annual meeting of the
Heads of Government of the CEI Member States. The meeting was attended by youth representatives of
Albania1, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy,
Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Ukraine and the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia.

As young people represent a large percentage of the population in the CEI region and are naturally
committed to peace and cross-border dialogue, and having acknowledged that the European Convention on
Human Rights has to represent the foundation of all societies in the CEI region, we have agreed on the
following:

In order to achieve full potential, young people need to be involved in and benefit from a range of policies
and programmes. Adequate financial and human resources must be made available to ensure that young
people develop their intellectual physical and social skills and strengthen those values that promote equality,
peace, inter-ethnic and inter-religious dialogue, justice, human rights and favourable gender relations.

YOUTH AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
As there are ethnic, gender, religious, cultural and linguistic varieties and similarities in the CEI region and
since they constitute a bridge towards common co-operation, the following issues need underlining:

1. the importance of developing cultural activities for young people in the CEI countries, thus
establishing a solid basis for a permanent dialogue between young people in the region;

2. the need of promoting among young people an understanding of the wide range of cultural
differences as well as and similarities in the CEI countries, thus encouraging the search for new
forms of dialogue, co-operation and communication;

3. the need for further consolidation of democracy and the strengthening of  civil society;

The main problems which have to be solved in this respect are the following:
1. lack of information;
2. obstacles to mobility;
3. cultural isolation and lack of tolerance.

                                                          
1 Not present
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In this context, we emphasise the need for further and increased co-operation of the CEI countries with both
International Organisations and NGOs directly involving young people.

Therefore, we urge the creation of new programmes concerning education, inter-university co-operation,
youth and culture to be financed and promoted by the European Union, the Council of Europe and national
Governments as well as bilateral and multilateral initiatives. These programmes can include cross-border
projects relating to scholarships, cultural tourism, arts, festivals, theatres, sport events, internships and other
areas of interest.

Furthermore, we are asking for the implementation of all existing EU youth programmes in all CEI countries
as well as international recognition for certificates regarding formal and informal education.

Moreover, the wide-spreading of all these programmes and cultural initiatives to all the young people in the
CEI countries is necessary. For this purpose, we the young representatives believe that an increased
participation of the Media and the creation of “Information Centres” are particularly needed.

YOUTH AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES
The phenomenon of youth unemployment is bringing a general lack of future perspectives and a wide range
of social diseases, creating the conditions for the development of organised crime, brain draining, low self-
esteem, deterioration of living conditions, public health issues and threatening the European integration
process.

A common legislative body - harmonised with that of Western Europe - and a set of regulatory policies to
fight unemployment in Central and Eastern European countries, should be created. The following should be
taken into consideration:

• An educational system focused on new technologies, with particular importance given to foreign
languages and job opportunities;

• Facilitating mobility either in the educational process or in the business sector both at a national and
international level. Moreover, the “harmonisation” of degrees diplomas and their legalisation should
be improved;

• Granting scholarships to highly-skilled students;
• Improving the skills of young people through access to counselling, education, information and

vocational and training programmes;
• Implementing special measures and programmes for young people in the labour market, including

people with special needs, such as policies to increase flexibility, part-time jobs, fixed-term contracts
and so on;

• Ensuring financial support to young entrepreneurs through tax reduction or other types of public
funding as well as special micro-credit initiatives;

• Guaranteeing the development of all CEI activities aimed at establishing an interactive data base and
a youth structure that will have the task to create links among countries, companies and young
people, also using the experience of the so called “Euro Alma Laurea”;

• The implementation of an easier and more transparent business legislation to attract national and
foreign investments; the complete removal of trade and fiscal barriers in both import and export
activities as long as fair competition is guaranteed; the provision to smaller countries of an
opportunity to explore and take part  in foreign markets;

• The possibility to take advantage of the policies of the largest Western corporations: “think global
but act local”. This is essential in order to create local business partnerships with them.

In the forthcoming years, the CEI countries will have a great opportunity to improve economic growth in
these countries. All the elements for success exist:

• A consumers market which has not yet been fully exploited
• The start up of the new economy
• The EU enlargement
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Finally, we ask to create the conditions for a real free-trade environment. It would constitute a first step to
promote new investments for the starting up of the profit multiplier: more investments, more enterprises,
more job opportunities and more social and economic growth.

YOUTH AND THE NEW SOCIETY
The new society is based on Information and Globalisation. Everybody must have the opportunity to benefit
from these. Trade is important but the new society also needs public transnational institutions that can
guarantee equal opportunities and welfare (Global Governance). This would reduce the gap between rich and
poor countries.

The new society must take into account that:
• Young people are the future; human development and sustainability are nourished by their involvement.

The strongest demand expressed by young people themselves today concerns participation and
improvement of skills; they want to be considered as full and equal citizens. Young people are able to
assume responsibilities and determine roles in society, given their experience and seniority.

• The access to information can be a first step towards youth participation. Decentralising information
systems can help disadvantaged young people in particular.

• The educational aspect of information is also crucial and it is therefore vital that information is targeted
to young people, and they should be involved in the whole process.

• The creation of a European identity will not be complete without a strong rediscovery of national and
local traditions.

• Peace, Environmental Protection and Social security are pre-requisites to growth.
• New technologies create innovative ways, working possibilities and job opportunities
• A large availability of new technologies, such as PCs and Internet, is crucial in order to improve the

inclusion process and to develop a new society

We propose:
• To harmonise rights for youths, i.e. by introducing political education in school curricula before the age

of 16 in order to enable young people to express their political views by voting. Governments should fix
a clear deadline and control the results of the policies towards Youths;

• To promote closer information among young people, both in terms of access to information facilities as
well as being active participants in generating information. We suggest the creation of centres to bring
young people and adults closer together. This would improve socialisation, leisure time and the
exchange of information (Internet centres);

• To increase attention in curricular activities and in the educational process towards the concept of
solidarity;

• To establish direct contacts between politicians and youths, not only during elections. To this purpose,
the existing CEI Working Group on Youth Affairs should establish an International Network of Youth
NGOs, Institutions, Schools and Universities in order to collect and enhance best practices, experiments,
etc. A CEI database of Youth initiatives available via Internet is recommended;

• To strengthen co-operation between the CEI Working Group on Youth Affairs and NGOs as well as to
ensure a better visibility of the Working Group on Youth Affairs.

In conclusion we ask the CEI countries to repeat the forum on a yearly basis  along with the CEI Summit
Economic Forum.


