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Resumé and Conclusions

Participation

The meeting, organised by the CEI-ES in its premises in Trieste and co-chaired by Min. Gianfranco
Facco Bonetti, Director General, Department for Cultural Promotion and Co-operation, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Rome and Mr. Zsolt Jékely, Director General, Department for Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Budapest, was attended by Delegations from Austria, Bulgaria,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Romania, Slovak
Republic, Slovenia and Ukraine.

The meeting was also attended by the Chairperson of the CEI Working Group on Culture and
Education, Mrs. Božena Križikova, Director, European Integration Department, Ministry of
Culture, Slovak Republic, the Chairman of the CEI Working Group on Tourism, Mr. Veliko
Ostojić, Deputy Minister of Tourism of Croatia, the member of the CEI Working Group on Science
and Technology, Dr. Gianfranco Cicognani, CEI-ES, further by the Head of Cultural Policy and
Action Division, Council of Europe, Mrs. Vera Boltho and a delegation of the European Cultural
Foundation, Amsterdam, headed by Mrs. Odile Chenal, Director of Programmes and Grants.

The CEI – Executive Secretariat was represented by Amb. Dr. Paul Hartig, DG, Amb. Anton
Rupnik, DDG, Couns. Gianfranco De Luigi, DDG and Mrs. Barbara Fabro, Officer in charge of
cultural co-operation.

The list of participants is attached here-to (Annex 1).

Agenda (Annex 2)

The meeting comprised three parts:

(a) Introductory part with presentations of the Hungarian and Italian co-chairs focusing on the
unique cultural heritage of the CEI region and its diversity and providing orientation and some
concrete project proposals for multilateral co-operation (Annex 3 and 4).



The Council of Europe gave a detailed presentation on the “Mosaic” project, a plan for cultural
policy development over three years (1998-2001) in Central and South Eastern Europe
(documentation was distributed to participants).

(b) Operative part with presentations on the European Cultural Foundation programme in Romania
and Bulgaria, establishing links between Parliament, Government, cultural sector, civil society;
the presentation of “Culturlink”, Network for Research and Co-operation in Cultural
Development, Zagreb and the presentation, given by the Chairperson of the CEI WG on Culture
and Education, Mrs. Križikova (Annex 5).

(c)  Projects for cultural co-operation

This part of the agenda included presentations:

� by the Chairman of the WG on Tourism on a cultural tourism project proposal “City nuclei
protected by UNESCO” (documentation distributed)

� by Austria on the “Amber Road Project” (documentation distributed)
� on Science and Technology – activities of the WG on Science and Technology
� on CEEPUS - university exchange programme - by Austria (documentation distributed)
� exchange of views on the draft terms of reference of the WG on Culture and Education

(Annex 6)
� exchange of information on the availability and mobilisation of financial resources, which

comprised an Information by Poland on the Visegrad Fund for Cultural Co-operation.

Conclusions

(a) The launching of an intensified programme of cultural co-operation, including in Science and
Technology and education within the framework of the CEI was welcomed by all participants. It
was recognised that cultural co-operation should be developed together with the political and
economic dimensions as the third pillar of CEI co-operation and should also be guided by the
CEI strategy of cohesion and solidarity (strengthening the capacities of the less advanced
member countries).

(b) It was agreed that the implementation of an intensified cultural co-operation will be the task of:

� The WG on Culture and Education, chaired by the Slovak Republic, meeting at least twice a
year, electing a deputy chair from another member country and promoting a significant
programme, in co-operation with other CEI Working Groups, as appropriate, other European
and international institutions (i.a. Council of Europe, European Cultural Foundation,
UNESCO) and the CEI-ES. It was recommended to introduce rotation of the chair and co-
chair among member countries every three years (subject to a review of the CEI Guidelines
and a decision of the CEI Summit). The next meeting of the WG is scheduled for 12-13
October 2000 in Bratislava.

� The meeting of Heads of Cultural Departments is proposed (Italy) to be held annually. It
would evaluate the cultural co-operation activities of the CEI and provide orientation for
future activities.

� Initiatives of Member States, such as international events, sponsored within the framework
of the CEI or implemented with CEI sponsorship and co-operation (e.g. Youth Orchestra,
Premio Trio di Trieste, Vilenica etc.).



� The CEI – Executive Secretariat will continue to serve as centre for communication, co-
ordination and co-operation as well as a contact point for CEI bodies and other national or
international organisations and institutions. (Focal point: Mrs. Barbara Fabro)

(c) Italy announced the organisation of a CEI conference to be held in Venice or Trieste early next
year, devoted to explore ways and means of enhancing co-operation with the numerous centres
of excellence, international and national institutions of Science and Research established in
Northern Italy.

(d) As a result of various presentations and contributions made during the meeting the organisation
of the following additional meetings was proposed by the CEI-ES:

� A meeting of the CEI Troika (Hungary, Czech Republic, Italy) of the WG on Culture and
Education and the CEI-ES with the Culture Committee of the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg. The purpose of the meeting would be to discuss and agree on a cultural
programme of common interest, e.g. cultural heritage preservation, access to archives and
libraries, harmonisation, liberalisation of legal systems, technology transfer etc. The
modalities, date and agenda for the meeting could be prepared by the Chair of the WG on
Culture and Education in co-operation with the Council of Europe (Mrs. Vera Boltho).

� A meeting to prepare the possible extension of the CEEPUS programme to the CEI member
countries not yet included in the programme (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belarus,
Macedonia, Moldova, Ukraine). Appropriate arrangements for such a meeting will be
prepared by the CEI-ES in co-operation with the CEEPUS Secretariat in Vienna.

(e) During the intensive discussion various items concerning the scope of future activities, in
particular regarding the inclusion of co-operation programmes of the WG on Culture and
Education in the field of education were raised (Slovenia). Recognising the importance of co-
operation in the field of education, as in the framework of the Stability Pact WT I, it was felt,
however, that relevant project proposals would have to be very specific and concrete to allow a
conclusive decision on that matter. The assignment of “education” to a vice-chair of the WG
was not generally supported.

Hungary reiterated the proposal to elaborate CEI positions (WG on Culture and Education) on
issues under discussion in the Council of Europe, providing political weight and visibility in this
wider body for the CEI and pleaded further for granting of the observer status in the Council of
Europe.

(f) Regarding criteria for project and programme selection the meeting did not propose a set of
guidelines. Those would have to be established by the WG on Culture and Education in the
process of deciding the future workprogramme.

(g) The Chairperson of the WG on Culture and Education distributed a list of project proposals,
with relevant documentation (Annex 7). The proposals will be included in the agenda of the
next WG meeting for consideration.

(h) On the question of financial resources Italy assured the meeting of her intention to support
actively CEI cultural co-operation activities as a major part of her contributions for the CEI
Presidency in 2001. The elaboration of a budget law for CEI activities by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs was mentioned in this context. Poland reported on the Visegrad Fund for
Cultural Co-operation, established recently and managed in Bratislava, which offers i.a. the
possibility for providing financial support for certain projects proposed from outside the group.



The CEI-ES stated that CEI resources (CEI Fund at the EBRD) are destined for economic and
investment project purposes and can be utilised only in exceptional cases for purely cultural co-
operation initiatives. However, the Fund’s resources are almost exhausted. As a general rule,
international events, seminars, workshops, training programmes etc. will have to be financed
primarily by the host country. In specific cases sponsors will have to be mobilised. The EU
programme “Culture 2000” has an allocation of merely 167 Mio ECU for a period of 5 years
and is not applicable on projects in non-member countries.


