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Trieste Declaration

on Judicial Co-operation and Legislative Harmonization

(Conference of the CEI Ministers of Justice – Trieste, 26-27 March 2001)

The Ministers of Justice or their representatives of Albania, Austria, Belarus,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy,

Macedonia1, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine, Federal

Republic of Yugoslavia2;

convened in Trieste on 26 and 27 March 2001 for the First Meeting of Ministers

of Justice participating in the Central European Initiative with the common

political will to improve  Cooperation in the field of Justice;

Recognising that:

- the administration of justice increasingly involves  people living, moving

and acting in different countries;

- the preparation, commission and consequences of offences frequently

affect more than one country;

                                                          
1 Not represented
2 The Russian Federation participated as guest of the Presidency. The representatives of the
Council of Europe, the Council of the European Union, the European Commission participated as
special guests. The meeting was also attended by the Director General of the CEI – Executive
Secretariat.
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- organised crime has reached a transnational dimension and judicial

response should be rapid and effective;

Considering that:

- judicial co-operation is an important means to fully safeguard social and

individual security;

- efficient functioning of the judicial system and independence of judges have a

crucial role in order to enhance public confidence in the judiciary;

- co-ordination among national prosecutors and judges is a fundamental element

to effectively combat organised crime;

- access to justice should be made easier, including for foreign citizens;

Convinced that:

- differences between legal systems should not facilitate the existence of safe

havens for criminals;

- harmonisation of national legislations in criminal procedure is to be pursued,

with full respect of various juridical traditions, the shared value of

independence of the judiciary, the protection of human rights and fundamental

freedoms;

- mutual recognition of judicial decisions may strengthen the rule of law;

- extradition procedures should be accelerated and mutual legal assistance

procedures should be more effective;

Underlining that:

- the Central European Initiative is an important international assessment forum,

where Member States may monitor the implementation of a common area of

Legality and fully co-operate with a view to harmonising their respective legal

systems to be in line with the European standards;
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Determined to:

- seek prompt ratification of the Palermo U.N. Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols;

- implement the rules of judicial co-operation as provided in the Palermo U.N.

Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, its Protocols and in the

relevant regional instruments;

- promote the cultural integration of judges and prosecutors from all over

Europe, through the dissemination of best practices, the setting up of a

network of contact points, the regular circulation of relevant information;

- give concrete follow-up to the possibility of having common incriminating

cases related to organised crime, as stated in the Declaration on Combating

Organised Crime adopted by the Ministers of the Interior of the Member

States of the Central European Initiative in Trieste, October, 9-10, 1998;

- combat organised crime in connection with crime prevention policies;

DECLARE

that, with a view to reaching a common area of Legality within the CEI region, it

is desirable:

1. to promote harmonisation of legislative and administrative rules of CEI

Member States on their respective legal systems, through the exchange of

information on:

- existing national legal systems, with particular reference to criminal law

and  criminal procedural law;

- reform of the judicial system;

- legislative or other measures of harmonisation of legal systems on a

regional or bilateral basis;

- accession to relevant international or regional treaties;
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2. to improve mutual legal assistance and judicial co-operation in criminal

matters in the CEI region through:

- the definition of a group of common criminal offences and related

punishments, as envisaged in the Palermo Convention and its Protocols

and in other relevant regional instruments;

- direct co-operation among law enforcement and prosecution authorities,

including the establishment of joint investigative bodies in relation to

specific crimes, in accordance with relevant international instruments in

force;

- setting up of databases of  significant judicial decisions concerning

criminal proceedings;

3. to develop as appropriate a network of  contact points for:

- a rapid exchange of information on mutual legal assistance and judicial

cooperation;

- the co-ordination of proceedings related to cross-border offences;

- the facilitation of collection of evidence;

- the provision of specialised assistance;

4. to identify  appropriate modalities for the exchange of liaison magistrates;

5. to identify current practical problems of mutual legal assistance and judicial

co-operation among CEI countries and to seek appropriate solutions to these

problems;

6. to enrich opportunities of multidisciplinary common training of judges and

prosecutors and establish links between the existing national training

institutes.
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The Ministers recommend to the relevant CEI executive bodies to ensure adequate

follow-up,  through:

- the enlargement of the competencies of the CEI Working Group on

Combating Organised Crime to the matters related with the improvement

of judicial cooperation and mutual legal assistance;

- regular meetings and workshops of judicial authorities, including

prosecutors, on specific matters with participation, where appropriate, of

European and international experts and structures.


