
STATEMENT OF THE MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE OF THE

MEMBER STATES OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN INITIATIVE

Verona, April 12th 2001

The Ministers of Agriculture of the Members States of the Central European Initiative

(C.E.I.) - Albania, Austria, Belorus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech

Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,

Ukraine and Yugoslavia - met in Verona on April 12th 2001, and discussed the

perspectives of the European Agriculture.

The Ministers made a comprehensive overview of the recent developments of the

agriculture in each individual Member State and pointed out the measures taken by the

Governments of each individual Member State to face the problems of the present

transition.

The Ministers observed that European agriculture is in a phase of transition from a

quantity agriculture to a quality agriculture.

The Ministers underlined their engagement to accelerate the transition in order to

promote food quality and safety.

The Ministers stresses the target of the safeguard of consumer's health.

The Ministers also emphasised that agriculture must be environmentally-sound.

The Ministers acknowledged that the agricultural primary sector must be strengthened

and that the role of agricultural multifunctionality must be emphasized and developed.
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• It was observed that another focal point concerns the enhancement of biological

sectors. A strategic element is the identification - also from a commercial point of

view - of products cultivated by techniques with the lowest environmental damage

through specific certification.

• As far as livestock production is concerned, it was pointed out the need of its re-

orientation. This sector of production has been affected by the BSE emergency and

by foot and mouth disease, with severe consequences for meat consumption. It was

stated that under these conditions, it is advisable that the following measures are

adopted: improvement of animal health and of general condition of breeding,

transport and slaughtering; food safety in terms of protein requirements; and the

traceability of animals through the implementation and transparency of a bovine

register.

• It was acknowledged that use in agriculture of Genetically Modified Organisms

(GMO) should be scientifically monitored and that the absence of risks for human

health should be carefully verified according to the "precautionary principle".

• The Ministers mandated the competent CEI structures and the Working Group on

Agriculture to further strengthen consultation, co-ordination and co-operation

among the CEI Member States regarding the various aspects and challenges of the

current transition process of European Agriculture indicated in the present

Statement and to propose a relevant action programme to the Committee of

National Co-ordinators for presentation to the CEI Summit scheduled for

November 2001 in Trieste.
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* * * * * * *

According to these targets, the Ministers have considered a number of measures that

can favour and accelerate the present transition of the European Agriculture.

• A special attention was given to the agro-environmental measures, which have to

be further strengthened: fertilizers and pesticides control, conservation of the

agricultural landscape, biological agriculture, conservation of animal and plant

species in extinction.

• Countries affected by soil and water contamination stressed the importance of

monitoring, control, and transparent and correct exchange of information.

• Moreover, it was underlined that in the European Union legislation, the

environmental issues and those concerning food quality and safety have become

binding in the EU procedures for the grant of support: as far as beef is concerned,

premium payment for head has been bound to the stocking density of breeding

(UBA/ha of grazing surface) and to the traceability of the product on the market,

thanks to the compulsoriness of bovine register and the identification for each head;

as far as tobacco is concerned, premium is linked to the product quality; as far as

wine is concerned, its market organisation aims at improving the product and at

reinstating vineyards.

• It was acknowledged that the development of designations of origin (DOP and

IGP) which are considerably increasing in the last years in Europe is fundamental

for the development of a quality agriculture. The designation of origin is linked to

the identification of a production with its original territory, to the specificity of

production techniques, to the typicality of raw material, to product marketing on

domestic and international markets that identify the products as "typical" of a

region or country.
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• It was observed that another focal point concerns the enhancement of biological

sectors. A strategic element is the identification - also from a commercial point of

view - of products cultivated by techniques with the lowest environmental damage

through specific certification.

• As far as livestock production is concerned, it was pointed out the need of its re-

orientation. This sector of production has been affected by the BSE emergency and

by foot and mouth disease, even in the countries where BSE was not confirmed,

with severe consequences for meat consumption. It was stated that under these

conditions, it is advisable that the following measures are adopted: improvement of

animal health and of general condition of breeding, transport and slaughtering; feed

safety in terms of protein requirements; and the traceability of animals through the

implementation and transparency of a bovine register.

• It was finally acknowledged that the use in agriculture of Genetically Modified

Organisms (GMO) should be scientifically monitored and that the absence of risks

for human health should be carefully verified according to the "precaution

principle".


