
Conference of the Ministers of the Interior of the
Member States of the Central European Initiative

Trieste, 9 - 10 October 1998

DECLARATION ON ORGANISED CRIME

adopted by the Ministers of the Interior of the Member States of the Central
European Initiative

The Ministers of the Interior (or their representatives) of Albania, Austria, Belarus* , Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Moldova,
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Ukraine

meeting in Trieste on 9 - 10 October 1998 for the first Conference of the Ministers of the
Interior of the Member States of the Central European Initiative (CEI) on combating organised
crime,

RECOGNIZING that organised crime

• has taken on a transnational dimension;
• poses a threat to the stability of CEI member Countries;
• affects the regular development of economic and social activities and adversely affects the

security and quality of life of individuals;
• benefits of the lack of harmonization of relevant national legislations;
• cannot be successfully countered through the isolated action of national law enforcement

bodies and with ways and means available to each State;

CONSIDERING that the fight against transnational organised crime is one of the primary
goals of common interest to CEI member Countries;

CONFIRMING - in the light of the conclusions of the UN Naples Conference on
Transnational Crime held in November, 1994 - the need to enhance the fight against
transnational organised crime;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the indications contained in the Plan of Action against organised
crime (doc.7421/97 JAI 14), as adopted by the Amsterdam European Council in June, 1997;

                                             
* Belarus was not present at the Trieste Conference



TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Declaration and Action Plan adopted by the 2nd summit of
Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (10-11 October 1997) and its
Programme of Action against corruption;

RECALLING the initiatives on cooperation in combating organised crime promoted by the
“UN Centre for International Crime Prevention” in Vienna;

FOLLOWING the recommendations contained in the “Trieste Charter” on organised crime,
adopted by the Speakers of Parliaments of CEI member Countries in October, 1997, and the
orientations expressed by the Heads of Government of CEI member Countries, who met in
Sarajevo in November, 1997;

CONSIDERING the conclusions of the ad hoc Working Group of Experts meetings held in
Rome in April, 1998 and in Bratislava, in September 1998 and co-chaired by Italy and
Slovakia and the conclusions and the principles of the Political Declaration for the fight
against narcotic drugs adopted by the U.N. General Assembly at its last meeting held in New
York in June 1998;

DECLARE

that, with a view to preventing and effectively countering transnational organised crime it is
necessary:
1. To promote approximation of legislations of CEI member Countries and examine the

possibility of having common incriminating cases in the field at issue.

2. To focus investigative efforts on the activities becoming transnational illegal flows run by
criminal organisations and affecting the territory of CEI member Countries.

    Therefore, a role should be attached to the fight against:
• illicit drug trafficking, including all related activities such as production, transport, storage

and distribution of illicit psychotropic substances, also the synthetic ones, as well as
chemical precursors;

• trafficking in human beings, both as regards the management and exploitation of illegal
immigration flows and the trade in women and children with the object of prostitution;

• trafficking in illicit capital and related money laundering;
• all other serious illicit acts involving transnational organised crime groups.

3. To ensure centralization, at national level, of the information on criminal organisations,
also to develop homogeneous statistic indicators (1).

4. To develop cooperation among member Countries by means of a rapid exchange of
information, in order to ensure a better common knowledge of criminal organisations, of
their organisational structures and activities.

5. To improve cooperation among member Countries during investigations, to ensure
prosecution of organised criminals and tracing of illicit and laundered profits, with a view
to removing them from the control of criminal organisations and preventing their economic
growth.

6. to envisage the identification of national contact offices at investigative level. Besides
ensuring the a.m. centralisation of information these offices can - for instance through the
INTERPOL channels - carry out a rapid exchange of information and develop assessment
to start joint investigations (1).



The ad hoc Working Group of Experts received a mandate from the Ministers of the Interior
to assess - by means of regular meetings to be held at least twice a year - the state of
cooperation among the competent national law enforcement services as well as to identify
further areas and new technological means to counter organised crime.

________________
(1)a. As for Bosnia and Herzegovina, considering the peculiar character of this Country, which

consists of two State entities equal in rights (Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Republic of Srpska), Point 3. of the Declaration demanding the centralization at the national
level of all the information on criminal organizations is to be intended at the level of the
Entities.

Point 6., stressing the need for the identification of national contact offices at the investigation
level, is to be referred to both Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the Republic of Srpska. (This
clarification was added upon request of the Minister of the Interior of the Repubic of Srpska).

(1)b. As for Bosnia and Herzegovina, entities cannot represent the interest of State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. (This clarification was added upon request of the Minister of the Interior of
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina).


