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Meeting of the Heads of Government
of the Member States of the Central European Initiative

Prague, 6 November 1999

Final Document

The Heads of Government of the Member States of the Central European
Initiative (CEI) or their representatives of Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia,
Moldova, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia and Ukraine held their
annual meeting in Prague on 6 November 1999. The meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr.
Miloš Zeman, Prime Minister of the Czech Republic which holds the CEI Presidency
for the current year.
 

Representatives of the European Union (EU), the European Commission (EC),
the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the Council of
Europe, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE), the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the European Investment Bank
(EIB), the Organisation for Black Sea Economic Co-operation (BSEC), the Royaumont
Process, the Southeast European Co-operative Initiative (SECI), the Southeast European
Co-operation Process (SEECP), and the Chairman of the Working Table 2 of the
Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe attended the meeting in their capacity as special
guests.

The meeting was also attended by representatives of the Parliamentary
dimension of the CEI, the representative of the Secretariat for the Central European
Chambers of Commerce Initiative (CECCI), the Director General of the CEI -
Executive Secretariat (CEI-ES) and the Head of the Secretariat for CEI Projects.

The Heads of Government,

recalling the historic efforts of the four countries that, in November 1989, have
launched the regional co-operation initiative which has expanded during the past decade
into an integrated framework for co-operation among sixteen nations in Central, Eastern
and South Eastern Europe in response to fundamental needs of the region, welcomed
today’s solemn commemoration of the CEI’s 10th anniversary in the Prague Castle and
the organisation of an exhibition of representative works of artists from Member States
in the Italian Cultural Institute on that occasion.
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They expressed in this context particular appreciation for the crucial
contributions made by Italy in support of CEI operations and activities during these
years.

They also expressed high appreciation for the many co-operation initiatives of
Member States which contributed to fostering mutual trust and understanding among
member countries.

The Heads of Government,

reviewing the political and economic developments in the region and the
potential future role of the CEI, reaffirmed the validity of the CEI strategy of cohesion
and solidarity in Europe aimed at avoiding the emergence of new dividing lines and at
strengthening in particular the capacities of the least advanced member countries, those
in special need of accelerated economic development or recovery.

The Heads of Government,

considering the need for continued efforts of the international community to
bring peace, prosperity and stability to South Eastern Europe noted with particular
satisfaction the launching of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, initiated by the
European Union, and reaffirmed their commitment to contribute individually and within
the framework of the CEI and other fora to the implementation of its objectives.

Political part

1. The Heads of Government acknowledged that the crisis in Kosovo posed a
fundamental challenge to the common values for which the CEI countries stand for:
democracy, human rights, the rule of law and right to development. They welcomed
every effort aimed at creating lasting conditions for peace and democracy in a
multiethnic Kosovo where all its peoples can live in security and enjoy universal human
rights and freedoms on an equal basis. In this context, they welcomed the role played by
the United Nations, and in particular the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution
1244, and stressed the importance of its full implementation.

In this regard, the Heads of Government welcomed the efforts of UNMIK in the
civil administration sector and in promoting reconciliation and co-operation between
various ethnic and other groups in Kosovo. They also stressed the importance of
respecting the fundamental rights and in particular the rights of persons belonging to all
national minorities and ethnic groups in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The Heads
of Government expressed their concern over the continuing cases of ethnic violence and
intolerance.

Moreover, the Heads of Government recognised the role of KFOR in securing –
in accordance with UN-SC Resolution 1244 – peaceful development in Kosovo. The
CEI Members of NATO and a substantial number of CEI Member States considered
essential the role of NATO in maintaining stability in the region and in its future
development.

The Heads of Government emphasised the high priority of creating the
conditions for the free, safe and voluntary return of all refugees, displaced persons and
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deportees to their homes in Kosovo. They recognised the importance of the
reconstruction of Kosovo and of the region affected by the Kosovo crisis and the
necessity of an internationally assisted economic recovery. They urged all parties
involved in the region to contribute substantially to the process of peaceful development
and to restore stability and economic development. They underlined the importance of
intensifying reconstruction efforts in view of the approaching winter and they urged for
speeding up the procedures for opening of the Kosovo Reconstruction Agency.

2. The Heads of Government expressed their full support for the Stability Pact for
South Eastern Europe which offers a new, comprehensive framework for stabilisation
and development of the South Eastern Europe region, fostering democracy, economic
development and security, and, on an individual basis the prospect of integration into
European and Euro-Atlantic structures. They highly welcomed this new EU approach
and concerted response of the international community to the challenges and problems
of the region.

The Heads of Government expressed appreciation for the rapid elaboration of
the Workplan for concrete action in line with the Stability Pact Charter and the political
guidelines defined in the Sarajevo Summit Declaration.

They welcomed the results of the inaugural meetings of the Working Tables,
held in Bari, Oslo and Geneva respectively and expressed satisfaction that the CEI
Member States play a leading role in this process also by chairing or co-chairing the
Working Tables. In this context, they welcomed the decision of the EC for holding of
the Donors Conference on Kosovo.

They stressed the importance of addressing in all areas of co-operation the
priority needs of the region, as defined by the countries concerned, particularly by
those most affected by the impact of the continuing crisis in the region.

In this context they approved the establishment of a CEI Advisory Board of
Experts for the Stability Pact, co-chaired by Macedonia and Albania, which shall assist
the Committee of National Co-ordinators and other CEI bodies to define CEI
contributions by identifying the priority projects, programmes and initiatives of the
countries of the region and in particular those of the most affected ones, and the
concrete modalities for implementation within the CEI and in co-operation with other
international organisations, as appropriate.

The Heads of Government, reconfirming that the CEI and its Member States
share responsibilities in the region, supported the requests made by the Czech Republic,
Poland, the Slovak Republic and Ukraine to become closer associated to the joint
efforts of the international community as facilitators of the Stability Pact process.

They recognised the interest of the Republic of Moldova to be closely involved
in the Stability Pact activities.

The Heads of Government reaffirmed their desire to see the FRY become full
participant to the Stability Pact, at the conditions set by Art. 11 Para 2 of the Pact.

The Heads of Government reiterated the readiness of the CEI and of its Member
States to utilise all CEI instruments and capacities to contribute actively in the Stability
Pact implementation process and expressed appreciation for the “Pact of Stability for
SEE - CEI Position Paper” and the “Inventory of CEI activities proposed for the
Working Tables of the Stability Pact for SEE”, both prepared by the CEI-ES.

The Heads of Government mandated the CEI structures, in particular the CEI-ES
in its co-ordinating function, to co-operate closely with lead agencies and lead
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countries charged with organising and co-ordinating programmes and projects as well
as long-term initiatives within the workplans of the three Stability Pact Working
Tables.

In utilising existing structures and capacities, the CEI is well placed to focus on
co-operation in the fields of minority rights issues, good governance, ombudsman,
gender issues, co-operation among Parliaments, media and education including youth
affairs (WT 1), in investment promotion, economic co-operation, infrastructure
development with special attention to the transport sector, private sector development in
particular SME development issues as well as environmental protection (WT 2) and in
all fields of combating organised crime and civil protection (WT 3).

They recognised the importance of the proposed Investment Charter considered
in the Working Table on Economic Reconstruction, Development and Co-operation as
well as of the implementation of anti-corruption initiatives in Member States.

They welcomed the proposal to establish a Stability Pact Business Advisory
Council in order to further promote the engagement of the business Community in the
economic aspects of the Stability Pact and expressed the conviction that the CEI could
positively contribute to this initiative. In this regard, they welcomed the creation of the
Investment Facilitation Unit at the Secretariat for CEI Projects in Trieste, working in
close co-operation with SECI, devoted to the identification and solution of investment
problems with a special focus on South Eastern Europe.

3. The Heads of Government stressed that a real perspective of closer links of all
CEI member countries in transition with European and other international structures
remains a primary goal of CEI co-operation.

They expressed the conviction that an early EU decision on opening accession
negotiations with Bulgaria, Romania and the Slovak Republic as well as the rapid
initiation of the proposed stabilisation and association process regarding the countries of
SEE will have an important impact of fostering stability and cohesion in Europe.

The Heads of Government welcomed the adoption of the negotiation directives
by the European Commission for the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with
Macedonia and the announcement for the start of the negotiations in the beginning of
the year 2000.

The Heads of Government expressed their expectation that the new EC approach
with regard to the CEI region will include the readiness for close co-operation with the
CEI structures.

4. The Heads of Government appreciated the results of the Meeting of the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Karlovy Vary on 24 June 1999 which gave an additional
impulse with regard to the CEI contribution to the implementation of the Stability Pact
process. They endorsed also the results of the meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs
which took place in Prague on 5 November 1999.

5. The Heads of Government noted with satisfaction the results of the meetings of
the Political Directors of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs held in Skopje on 2 June and
in Rome on 22 October 1999, reflected and incorporated in the Final Document of the
present Meeting.
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6. The Heads of Government noted that the implementation of the Partnership and
Co-operation Agreement between the Republic of Moldova and the EU is a prerequisite
which will help Moldova to integrate successfully into European structures.

7. Having in mind that the continuation and development of the European
integration process is the only way to guarantee a comprehensive political and
economic stability in Europe, the Heads of Government supported the efforts of Ukraine
aimed at a progressive integration into European structures and the common European
economic and social space. The Heads of Government noted with interest that the new
EU common strategy on Ukraine will be adopted by the European Council in Helsinki
in December 1999 and expressed their conviction that this will be an important step for
fostering political and economic reforms in the country.

8. The Heads of Government stressed that the final settlement of the Transnistrian
conflict is essential for ensuring security and stability in that part of Europe. Recalling
the appeal made by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the meeting in Karlovy Vary, 24
June 1999, they reiterated the importance of full implementation of the decisions of the
Lisbon 1996 OSCE Summit and Oslo 1998 OSCE Ministerial Council on the overall
political settlement of the conflict in the Eastern region of the Republic of Moldova on
the basis of sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country as well as an early,
orderly and complete withdrawal of Russian troops from the Republic of Moldova.

In this context the Heads of Government appreciated the realisation of the
Mission of the enlarged CEI Troika to Moldova as envisaged by the CEI Ministerial
meeting in Karlovy Vary, June 1999 and they fully supported the implementation of the
recommendations of the Mission, while expressing their conviction that this will
complement the efforts of the OSCE, the EU and other institutions to proceed in this
matter.

9. The Heads of Government recognised the serious situation over the Yugoslav
section of the Danube and called on the FRY as a contracting party to the 1948 Danube
Convention to take appropriate steps in order to re-establish the conditions necessary for
navigation. The Heads of Government recognised the removal of the bridge wreckages
as a humanitarian action. Clearing of waterways should not be tied with reconstruction
of the affected bridges. They underlined the extreme urgency of the removal of the
bridge wreckages given the dangers of icy floods during the winter. Attention was
drawn to the grave economic losses suffered by the Danubian basin CEI Member States
because of the blocked waterway.

10. The Heads of Government expressed their concern on the situation in the FRY
and expected that a full democratisation of the country with respect to all internationally
recognised conditionalities will help the process of reintegration of the FRY into the
international community. In this framework, they supported contacts of the international
community with the representatives of the democratic oriented opposition forces in the
FRY.

11. The Heads of Government stressed the importance of protecting the rights of
persons belonging to national minorities, as an integral part of respecting human rights
and fundamental freedoms, as defined in the Council of Europe Framework Convention
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for the Protection of National Minorities. They pledged to continue the CEI co-
operation in this field, as a factor for promoting mutual understanding and confidence,
democracy, peace, justice, security and stability in the region, with relevant European
and international organisations, in particular the Council of Europe and the Office of the
OSCE High Commissioner for National Minorities as well as with other member
countries in charge within the Stability Pact framework.

In this context, they noted that the CEI Instrument for the Protection of Minority
Rights, which is entering its fifth year of existence, has been signed by eleven CEI
Member States and remains open for signature. They also appreciated the offer made by
Czech Republic to organise a conference on the role and institution of the Ombudsman
in the year 2000 in Prague.

Implementation of the CEI Strategy and the CEI Plan of Action 1998-1999

12. The Heads of Government noted with appreciation the “CEI Plan of Action
1998-1999 Implementation Report” and the “Summary Report on Working Group
Activities”, both prepared and updated by the CEI - Executive Secretariat for this CEI
Summit which illustrate a substantial increase in CEI activities during the past two year
period. The “CEI Plan of Action 1998-1999 Implementation Report” is attached as
annex to the Final Document.

13. The Heads of Government appreciated efforts of the Czech Presidency and of
the CEI - Executive Secretariat to improve the Working Group system and to make it
more responsive to the changing challenges in the region. The Conference on CEI-Co-
operation organised by the CEI-ES in Trieste in February had enhanced the “trilateral”
co-operation among the WGs, the CNC and the CEI-ES and had a strong impulse on
implementation of WG programmes and activities during the year. They encouraged the
CEI structures to continue in this direction.

14. The Heads of Government recognised the progress achieved by Working
Groups, in particular the WGs on Human Resources Development and Training
(chaired by the Czech Republic), Combating Organised Crime (co-chaired by Italy and
the Slovak Republic), Civil Protection (chaired by Italy), Minorities (co-chaired by
Hungary and Romania), SMEs (chaired by Slovenia), Transport and Environment
(chaired by Austria), and Youth Affairs (chaired by Macedonia). They welcomed the
revitalisation of the WG on Information and Media (co-chaired by Austria and
Romania) and of the WG on Science and Technology (chaired by Italy).

15. The Heads of Government noted with appreciation the convening of the CEI
Conference “Women’s Entrepreneurship - East-West Co-operation” held in Brijuni on
21 and 22 October and the Final Statement of the Conference presented by Croatia. The
Conference was initiated and sponsored by the CEI-ES and the Secretariat for CEI
Projects and carried out by the Government of Croatia in co-operation with the OECD
Leed programme, the UN/ECE and the Institute for International Relations (IMO),
Zagreb. They encouraged the creation of a follow-up programme and its early
implementation.
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The Heads of Government recognised that the conference started a new field of
co-operation within the CEI and seriously tackled the issue of advancement of women
in the context of development processes in the countries in transition. They welcomed
the extended participation in the conference which engaged a large number of
representatives of the NGOs introducing as such a new quality to the CEI co-operation.

16. They also took note with appreciation of the Special Event of the CEI
Parliamentary dimension held in Parma, Italy on 19 October 1999 in the framework of
the International Fair on agriculture.

17. The Heads of Government reconfirmed the particular interest of CEI Member
States in the field of Trans-European transport networks, in particular Corridor V and
Corridor VIII. In this framework they stressed the importance of the activities related to
Corridor VIII, of special interest of the most  affected countries in the area.

18. The Heads of Government also noted with appreciation that, as a result of the
CEI International Conference “Diplomacy in the Twenty-first Century: Knowledge
Management”, organised by the Croatian Diplomatic Academy in Dubrovnik, 8-10
October 1999, the co-operation among the CEI Diplomatic Academies has become a
regular CEI programme.

The Conference was attended by representatives of Diplomatic Academies of
eleven CEI Member States and of the EC, OSCE and Council of Europe.

They noted with appreciation the offer of the Austrian Diplomatic Academy to
organise in the year 2000 a “Training of Trainers” course for candidates from CEI
countries.

19. The Heads of Government welcomed the second edition of the Summit
Economic Forum, held in Prague on 3-6 November 1999 and the accompanying Round
Table of the Ministers of Economy. They expressed the conviction that the CEI
experience in organising this important economic event, aimed at promoting
investments in the CEI region, could be further valued in the future in a larger Forum
involving the wider business community from inside and outside the region in the
framework of the reconstruction and developing process launched by the Stability Pact.

In this context, they further welcomed the results of the roundtable of the
Investment Promotion Agencies of the CEI Member States and the Meeting of
Presidents of the Central European Chambers of Commerce Initiative (CECCI), which
took place during the CEI Summit Economic Forum in Prague on 3 November.

20. The Heads of Government expressed appreciation for the progress achieved by
the Secretariat for CEI Projects in a growing number of infrastructure projects,
international events and training and support to private sector projects.

21. The Heads of Government noted that the use of resources from voluntary
contributions of Member States to the CEI Solidarity Fund managed by the CEI-ES
facilitates the participation of experts from all member countries to CEI meetings and
events.
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The co-operation between the CEI and other international organisations

22. The Heads of Government welcomed the beginning of an active co-operation
between the CEI and  the OECD by jointly convening the first conference on the issue
of women’s entrepreneurship, and they encouraged the Member States to remain
engaged in an active implementation of the conference results, as well as in the further
co-operation in other fields of joint interest.

23. The Heads of Government recognised the comprehensive role of the OSCE in
fostering security and stability in the region and reaffirmed the readiness of the CEI to
strengthen the co-operation between the CEI and the OSCE, particularly in all fields of
post-conflict rehabilitation. The CEI is prepared to co-operate closely in the settlement
of problems affecting the region, in overcoming the Kosovo crisis and the Transnistrian
issues.

24. The Heads of Government noted with appreciation the active contribution of the
Council of Europe in CEI programmes in the fields of protection of minorities, youth
affairs and media.

25. The Heads of Government appreciated the strengthening of co-operation
between the UN/ECE and the CEI and noted that an enhanced co-operation will
continue on the basis of the Memorandum of Understanding on 27 May 1998 and the
results of the joint meeting of both institutions in Geneva, May 1999. They welcomed
the progress made in the realisation of new projects for co-operation.

They appreciated the project proposals prepared by UN/ECE on the occasion of
the Summit Economic Forum including the study “Public-Private Partnerships for the
Central European Initiative: a New Concept for Infrastructure Development” prepared
in co-operation with the Czech Republic.

26. The Heads of Government expressed appreciation for the positive and fruitful
relationship that CEI maintains with the EBRD since 1992. They noted with satisfaction
that a significant number of projects and programs in key sector aimed at the recovery
and the modernisation of the economies in the CEI Member States have been realised
through the CEI Trust Fund, financed by Italy and managed by the Secretariat for CEI
Projects.

27. The Heads of Government welcomed co-ordination among regional co-operation
initiatives, in view of fostering synergies in the respective workprogrammes. In this
context, they expressed the will to strengthen their co-operation activities within the
framework of the Stability Pact.

28. The Heads of Government welcomed the development of co-operation and
activities within the Parliamentary dimension of the CEI. The Heads of Government
expressed appreciation with respect to the Meeting of the Parliamentary Committee
which took place in Prague on 6-7 June and the Conference of the Parliamentary
Assembly which took place on 7-8 October 1999.
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29. The Heads of Government took note with interest that the Economic Forum to
be organised in the year of the Hungarian CEI Presidency is intended to appeal directly
to the actors of the regional co-operations established in the countries of the CEI. Issues
regarding the Euroregions, transfrontier co-operation, different areas connected with
regional policy, economic and rural development would seem to be the topics the
Economic Forum could most usefully concentrate on.

30. The Heads of Government expressed their gratitude to the Government of the
Czech Republic for the excellent organisation of the Meeting of the Heads of
Government of the CEI Member States in Prague, as well as for the action-oriented
Presidency of the CEI during 1999.

* * *

Decisions

(1) The Heads of Government approved the CEI Plan of Action 2000-2001 which is
attached to this document as Annex 1.

(2) The Heads of Government decided to issue a special “Statement on the results of
the CEI enlarged Troika Fact-finding mission to Moldova” which is attached to this
document as Annex 2. The CEI will closely co-operate with the OSCE, EU and the
other international institutions in contributing to the settlement of Transnistrian
problems and will review them on the occasion of the next meeting of the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of the Member States of the CEI.

(3) The Heads of Government decided to establish a CEI Advisory Board for the
Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe with the tasks defined in Para 2 of this
document.


