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Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
Member States of the Central European Initiative

Szeged, 24 June 2000

Final Document

1. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member States of the Central European
Initiative (CEI) held their annual meeting in Szeged on 24 June 2000. The meeting was
chaired by H.E. Dr. János Martonyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Hungary which holds the CEI Presidency for the current year.

2. The Meeting was attended by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs or their
representatives of Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania,
the Slovak Republic, Slovenia and Ukraine. Representatives of the European Union
(EU), the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the Council of
Europe, the United Nations’ Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE), the Danube
Commission, the Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe
(SP), the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the
Organisation for Black Sea Economic Co-operation (BSEC), the Southeast European
Co-operation Process (SEECP) and the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative attended the meeting
in their capacity as special guests.

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Montenegro (FRY) attended the
meeting as guest of the Chairman-in-Office.

The meeting was also attended by the representative of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the CEI, the representative of the Central European Chambers of
Commerce Initiative (CECCI), the Director General of the CEI-Executive Secretariat
(CEI-ES) and the Head of the Secretariat for CEI Projects at the EBRD.

3. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs reviewed political and economic developments
in the region and the role of the CEI and reaffirmed the validity of the CEI strategy of
cohesion and solidarity in Europe. They took note with satisfaction that the focus of
Europe and of the international community on concerted efforts to foster peace,
democracy, respect for human rights and economic prosperity in order to achieve
stability in the whole region corresponds fully to the CEI strategic objectives.



2

Political Part

4. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs reiterated the importance of the EU
enlargement process for the CEI Member States. They noted with satisfaction that all
seven candidate countries of Central and Eastern Europe, members of the CEI, are now
included in the accession negotiations with the European Union.

They welcomed the new Stabilisation and Association Process policy of the
European Union towards countries of South Eastern Europe. This policy offers the
countries of South Eastern Europe fullest possible integration to the mainstream of
Europe through the conclusion of Stabilisation and Association Agreements. The
Ministers found the objectives of the Stabilisation and Association Process in fostering
regional co-operation to be in line with the existing CEI efforts. The Ministers also
welcomed the Santa Maria de Feira European Council Presidency Conclusions which
recognised that all the countries concerned are potential candidates for EU membership.

5. In this context, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs welcomed the beginning of the
negotiations between the EU and  Macedonia, as the first country of the region, and the
progress achieved in these negotiations for the conclusion of the Stabilisation and
Association Agreement.

The Ministers underlined the important role of Albania and Macedonia for the
stability and security in the region and expressed appreciation for their support extended
to the KFOR forces.

6. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their appreciation for the progress
achieved by Croatia since the Parliamentary and Presidential elections. They welcomed
the conclusions of the EU General Affairs Council affirming that the necessary
conditions have been met by Croatia for opening negotiations on a Stabilisation and
Association Agreement. They also greeted Croatia’s inclusion in NATO’s Partnership
for Peace programme. The Ministers are convinced that Croatia’s efforts regarding the
establishment of institutional relations with the EU and NATO will serve as an effective
contribution to the overall stability and prosperity in the region.

7. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs welcomed the adoption of the “Common EU
Strategy on Ukraine” and outcomes of the last EU-Ukraine Co-operation Council and
expressed their conviction that the full implementation of the “Partnership and Co-
operation Agreement” will lead to further developing relations between the EU and
Ukraine. They took note that the programme of the Government of Ukraine aims at full
integration of Ukraine into European structures.

8. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their strong support for the political
and economic reforms undertaken by CEI member countries. They agreed to intensify
consultations among the CEI Member States with the aim of strengthening the
capabilities of the countries in transition to attain full compatibility with the European
standards. They recognised the CEI as a forum for exchange of experiences in the EU
accession process and adoption of European standards.

9. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their deep concern regarding the
continuing deterioration of the political situation in Serbia and reiterated their
condemnation of the escalating repression against the democratic opposition,
independent media and civil society. In the spirit of the former high level CEI meetings
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the Ministers underlined that democratisation along with other relevant conditions could
promote the integration of the FRY into the international community and its structures.

10. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed high appreciation for the Szeged
Process and other similar initiatives aimed at strengthening co-operation with
democratic forces in the FRY. These initiatives represent an opportunity for regular
dialogue and co-operation with the civil society, the democratic local authorities and
independent media in the FRY. They stressed that the protection of rights of persons
belonging to national minorities should be assured in the whole territory of the FRY.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs confirmed the readiness of the CEI to
contribute to these initiatives and to co-operate with the democratic forces in Serbia at
local level as well as with the governmental and non-governmental representatives of
Montenegro (FRY). In this context, they welcomed the participation of the Deputy
Prime Minister of Montenegro (FRY) in the Meeting, as guest of the CEI Chairman-in-
Office.

The Ministers expressed the hope that other regional efforts will contribute to
foster democratisation in the FRY.

11. In the context of regional efforts to fostering peace, security and co-operation in
South Eastern Europe, the Ministers drew special attention to the forthcoming meeting
of the Prime Ministers of the countries neighbouring FRY, to be held in Ohrid,
following the similar informal ad-hoc meetings in Hissar and Budapest.

12. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs welcomed the adoption by the Southeast
European Co-operation Process (SEECP) Summit of Heads of State and Government of
the “Charter on Good Neighbourliness, Stability, Security and Co-operation in South
Eastern Europe” (Bucharest, February 2000), the first such document adopted by the
countries of this region.

13. Reviewing the situation in Kosovo, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs called on all
parties concerned to fully implement the UN Security Council Resolution 1244 and
expressed their support for the activities of the United Nations Mission to Kosovo
(UNMIK) and NATO led KFOR commending the excellent level of co-operation
between these institutions. However, emphasising the need of the basic right of all
ethnic communities in Kosovo for a safe environment to develop in, they urged all
member countries to provide help and assistance to combined efforts of the international
community aimed at enhancing the process of restoring peace and stability, respecting
the inviolability of borders, launching the economic development and building
multiethnic administrative structures in the crisis-struck region. The Ministers
underlined the importance of curbing any attempts to re-ignite hostilities in the region,
be they ethnically, politically or criminally motivated and called on the international
community to be watchful of any event menacing to trigger a new conflict.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs agreed that peace and stability in the region
cannot be provided solely by military means and/or imposed by the international
institutions. Hence, it is of utmost importance for the future stability of Kosovo that
each ethnic community takes active part in the work of the newly-created administrative
structures. It is because of this that they called on representatives of the Serb community
to participate in the meetings of the Transitional Council of Kosovo and the Interim
Administrative Council. They encouraged local/regional political actors to undertake
efforts in order to work out sustainable solutions.
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The Ministers of Foreign Affairs attach great importance to the registration of
citizens before the local elections. Therefore, they noted with concern the low
participation of Kosovo Serbs in the registration process. They noted that holding fair
and free elections will be important for the political future and the establishment of
democratically legitimised institutions of Kosovo and they commended the OSCE for
its great efforts to organise local elections.

14. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs emphasised the ir support for efforts aimed at
the re-establishment of the free navigation on the Danube River which constitutes an
essential element for the economic revival of the region. They welcomed the project
elaborated by the Danube Commission with the participation of Austrian, Hungarian
and local experts that aim at the clearance of the riverbed. They expressed appreciation
for the European Commission’s draft recommendation to the European Council and the
European Parliament to finance the greatest part of the clearance costs. They expressed
the hope that an early decision on the matter could be taken by the competent European
institutions.

15. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their concern regarding threats to the
conservation and sustainable use of the natural resources of the Danube River basin
following the Tisza and Szamos serious environmental pollution. Acknowledging the
importance of this issue for the countries concerned, they agreed on the need to
intensify bilateral and multilateral co-operation in the field of environmental protection
and call for further concrete steps to achieve this end.

They encouraged the efforts made by Hungary and Romania to reach an
agreement for co-operation on environmental issues.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs took note of the Regional Environmental
Initiative of the Hungarian Government, unveiled in Szentendre, on June 19. They
supported the introduction of confidence-building measures in the area of environmental
protection. They recommended the environmental and sustainable transport Subgroup
of the CEI to establish contact with the Regional Environmental Centre (Hungary) in
view of common projects.

16. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs emphasised their support for the efforts of the
Republic of Moldova aimed at achieving the settlement of the Transnistrian conflict on
the basis of sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova and called
for the speedy implementation of the process of withdrawal of Russian troops as well as
arms and ammunition from the Republic of Moldova in accordance with the decision of
the Istanbul Summit of the OSCE.

They welcomed continuous efforts of Ukraine as one of the mediators of the
process aimed at the settlement of the Transnistrian conflict and as one of the guarantors
of the commitments agreed upon.

17. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs welcomed the announcement by the President
of Ukraine to close the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant on 15 December 2000, noting
the importance of this decision for strengthening the safety of all Europeans. They
called on the CEI Member States to participate actively in the Chernobyl Shelter Fund
Pledging Conference which will be held in Berlin on 5 July 2000.

18. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs encouraged a real political dialogue in Belarus
between the Government and all political forces and NGOs in close contact with the
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OSCE Advisory and Monitoring Group with the aim of arranging and holding free, fair,
democratic and internationally recognisable parliamentary elections scheduled for
October 2000 complying fully with the standards of Copenhagen Document which was
approved by all OSCE Member States in June 1990.

19. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs welcomed efforts of Bosnia and Herzegovina
undertaken in the process of joining the Council of Europe. They expressed the hope
that Bosnia and Herzegovina soon becomes member of this organisation.

CEI and the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe

20. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs reiterated their interest for the full and speedy
realisation of the objectives of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe including the
perspective of integration of the countries of the region into European and Euro-Atlantic
structures. They emphasised the importance that the objectives of the international
community in this context will be determined taking into account the needs and
expectations expressed by the countries and peoples concerned.

The Ministers encouraged the sharing of the experiences gained in the transition
and in the accession negotiation process, in particular regarding market economy, the
establishment of structures of democracy and rule of law, as well as the respect of
fundamental human rights including minority rights.

21. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs welcomed the progress achieved in the
Stability Pact process by elaborating a number of initiatives in key areas of interest
within the framework of the three Working Tables. The Ministers noted with
appreciation that the CEI is involved in Stability Pact activities with its relevant
structures in the field of minorities, human dimension, human resource development
and training, youth affairs, environment and transport, SME development and
investment promotion, tourism, combating organised crime and civil protection. Special
attention is given to the field of cultural co-operation within the framework of the CEI.

The Ministers also welcomed the contributions made by using the CEI Fund at
the EBRD provided by the Italian Government, in particular the CEI co-financing of the
Albanian road section of Corridor 8, the launching of a CEI Microfinancing Project in
Albania in co-operation with the UN/ECE and the World Bank and the start of the CEI
Business Advisory Services programme in Croatia.

In this context they highly appreciated the active involvement of CEI member
countries in the efforts of the Stability Pact process, particularly in chairing Working
Table II (Italy) and in co-chairing Working Table I (Hungary), Working Table II
(Macedonia) and Working Table III (Bosnia and Herzegovina).

They expressed their appreciation for the activities of the Working Tables and
their satisfaction that CEI Member States made valuable contributions to the success of
their work.

They encouraged the CEI Advisory Board of Experts for the Stability Pact, co-
chaired by Albania and Macedonia, to continue its task of identifying priority projects,
particularly of the most affected countries, for implementation within the framework of
the CEI.

The Ministers welcomed the adoption of the Agenda for Stability at the
Thessaloniki Regional Table.

Considering the need for a rapid start and visibility of project and programme
implementation, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs called on the competent Stability Pact
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bodies to maximise clarity and transparency of the project selection process and
financing mechanisms. They also stressed that a greater respect for the priority interests
of recipient countries would better correspond to the Pact’s principle of “ownership of
the process” and “partnership in achieving the Pact’s objectives”. To this end they
recommended to inform partners continuously and in detail on progress as well as on
constraints to project implementation.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs reiterated their support for the request of the
Republic of Moldova to be included in the Stability Pact process. They also expressed
support for the interest shown by the Czech Republic, Poland, the Slovak Republic and
Ukraine to be recognised as participants of the Stability Pact process.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs stressed that the eventual inclusion of a
democratic FRY in the stabilisation efforts must remain one of the CEI’s central
endeavours. With the Miloševic regime in that country stability will not be achieved in
the region. Therefore, they expressed keen interest in supporting the Szeged Process as
well as similar initiatives of other member countries. In this context they appreciated
that young members of the foreign service of Montenegro (FRY) are participating in
CEI training programmes. The CEI Summit Economic Forum (November 2000) in
Budapest, focusing also on co-operation among regional and local authorities, will offer
an opportunity to extend networks of co-operation to democratic forces in the FRY,
including independent media and fostering city partnerships.

CEI co-operation

22. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs emphasised the paramount importance of the
reinforcement of the economic co-operation among CEI countries. They considered that
continuous efforts in the member countries are necessary to promote stability and
sustained economic development in the region. In this regard they recognised that the
recent new approaches of the European Union towards the countries of South Eastern
Europe and rapid implementation of the Stability Pact projects should facilitate
fundamental reforms in these countries which can lead to substantial investment
programmes.

23. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs agreed that the governments of the countries in
transition of the CEI region should continue to introduce reforms to enable their
countries’ structures (government institutions, banking system, customs, foreign trade,
legal framework) to benefit from financial resources made available by the international
community and its members from both public and private sources. They acknowledged
that governments can assist each other and that private sector representatives can
contribute their experiences to these endeavours. They agreed that the introduction of
new instruments of the information society and their full application should receive
highest priority.

24. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs acknowledged that the potential of the CEI for
serving as a framework for trilateral and quadrilateral co-operation programmes or sub-
regional meetings should be strengthened in this context. They stressed the importance
of forms of multilateral regional co-operation which offer to the participating countries
a forum where priorities of the countries involved can be harmonised.

In this context they recommended that the various CEI bodies seek co-ordination
and synergies with other European and international institutions and regional initiatives,
including the newly established Adriatic-Ionian Initiative.
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The Ministers of Foreign Affairs took note of Croatia’s Presidency of the
Working Community of Danube Regions and the activities undertaken at the occasion
of the 10th anniversary of the organisation, which will be marked at the meeting of the
Members’ Heads of Government in Zagreb this October.

25. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs took note with appreciation of the “Status
Report on CEI Working Group Activities” prepared by the CEI-Executive Secretariat
which gives an encouraging picture of the manifold activities, programmes and projects
undertaken in the framework of the CEI Working Group system.

Furthermore, the Ministers welcomed numerous initiatives launched by
individual Member States, such as the Seminar on the Information Society, held in
Budapest on 30-31 March 2000, the Conference on the Role and Institution of the
Ombudsman in Prague on 27-28 April 2000 and the Seminar on the Implementation of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Prague on 12-14 May 2000. They also
commended the launching of an intensified CEI programme in cultural co-operation and
the conclusion of a co-operation agreement with ICS-UNIDO in the field of science and
technology.

The Ministers noted with satisfaction the further progress achieved in the
programme of co-operation in geodesy by the full implementation of the first phase of
the priority project Central Europe Regional Geodynamics Project (CERGOP) and
plans for its continuation in phase 2 as well as by realisation of the project Unification
of Gravity Systems in Central and Eastern Europe (UNIGRACE) that results in
unification of gravity systems in Central and Eastern European countries.

They welcomed the close co-operation in geodesy between the CEI and the
European Geophysical Society (EGS) and International Association of Geodesy (IAG)
which resulted in the organisation of annual CEI-EGS symposia on CEI geodetic and
geo-dynamic programmes and the creation of the IAG sub-commission for CEI geodetic
programmes.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their satisfaction with the progress
made by the CEI on specific projects, mostly financed by the CEI Fund provided by the
Italian government and managed by the Secretariat for CEI Projects at the EBRD. In
particular they welcomed the wide range of international events sponsored by the CEI
for 1999 and 2000, comprising workshops, seminars, training courses, summer camps,
meetings and conferences in Albania, Belarus, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary,
Macedonia, Poland, Slovenia. They also welcomed the intensification of the training
programme in agriculture and in business management for Belarus, the provision of
lighting and safety equipment to the Sarajevo airport, and progress with the realisation
of six wholesale markets in Croatia.

The Ministers noted with appreciation the CEI training programmes, including
the seminars organised by the Czech Republic, the training programmes for diplomats
in CEI countries through the network of CEI Diplomatic Academies as well as the
Duino Seminar sponsored by Italy.

The Ministers expressed their appreciation for the on-going co-operation
activities with international organisations, in particular the progress made with the
UN/ECE in joint activities, including investment promotion and support to the CEI
Summit Economic Forum, the co-operation with OECD on industrial districts and
women entrepreneurship, and co-operation with EU/PHARE for the CEI Business
Advisory Services in Croatia.
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26. Considering the overall importance of the Working Group structure in CEI co-
operation, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs recommended to the CNC and the CEI-ES to
closely co-operate with the respective chairpersons and, in collaboration between them,
to monitor and evaluate the Working Groups and to propose the necessary measures to
improve their effectiveness. They stressed the importance of an appropriate distribution
of the Working Groups’ chairs, allowing each CEI Member State to chair or co-chair at
least one Working Group.

In view of fostering the efficiency of the Working Group system, they decided to
mandate the CNC to reconsider the pertinent provisions of the “CEI Guidelines for
Activities and Rules of Procedure” within its overall review.

27. The Ministers welcomed the co-operation of Parliaments of CEI Member States
and took note of the results of the meeting of the meeting of Speakers of Parliament in
Warsaw/Gdansk on 24-26 March 2000 and of the CEI Parliamentary Committee in
Budapest, 16-18 April 2000.

28. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs recalled that the CEI Summit Economic Forum
organised this year in Budapest, is intended to promote – first and foremost – the
development of the economic and trade co-operation in the CEI region with particular
regard to Euroregions and regional and local authorities. Therefore, it should be given
maximum attention by all relevant governmental, regional and local authorities and
non-governmental institutions in the CEI countries.

The Ministers noted that the Forum’s main objective is to enable the
representatives of the civil society groups, regional and local authorities of the CEI
region, to meet and to serve as a framework for a structured dialogue among regional
policy experts, potential investors and representatives of international financial,
economic and regional organisations. The Ministers welcomed the fact that the Summit
Economic Forum will be presented at the Hanover Expo 2000 and at the CEI stand at
the Budapest Autumn Fair. They expressed their satisfaction with the formula which
combines the Forum with the most important event of the CEI, the Summit of the Heads
of Government of the CEI Member States.

29. The Ministers expressed their gratitude to the Government of the Republic of
Hungary for the excellent organisation of the Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of the CEI Member States in Szeged.


