Spotlight on the Czech government crisis

The Czech government (ruling about nearly three years, regular elections should be next year) has been pulled down after PM Mirek Topolanek's centre-right coalition lost in a motion of no-confidence in the Parliament on Tuesday 24 March. This fifth attempt of the opposition, composed of social democrats and communists, to defeat the government in a no-confidence vote finally succeeded with 101 votes. A number which was majority of just one vote needed in the 200-seat Chamber of Deputies (lower house) to bring down the government. This majority has been achieved due to two rebel MPs from Topolanek’s own Civic Democratic Party (ODS) and two other from the coalition’s Green Party who decided to side with the left-wing opposition. Reasons for their action may be various – from revolts within Green party against its chairman to other ideological or even personal motives within ODS.
The next course of events on the internal political scene will take place in accordance with the rules of the Czech Constitution. PM Mirek Topolanek submitted his resignation to the President of the Czech Republic yesterday, on Thursday 26 March. President Vaclav Klaus then has to nominate a new Prime Minister who will propose a new government that has to be approved by the lower house within 30 days. If the Chamber does not endorse the proposed government, the President has one more chance to nominate a new cabinet before nominating a PM based on a recommendation by the Chair of the Chamber of Deputies. If all three proposed governments fail to pass the motion of confidence, the lower house is dissolved and early elections are called within 60 days. 

Another option is for the lower house to pass a law which dissolves the lower house and thus opens the floor for new elections. It would considerably shorten the time needed for a preparation of new elections which might then take place in summer. A three fifths majority of votes (constitutional majority) are needed for that, that is both major parties, ODS and social democrats have to agree on that. (This was once done in the 90s.) There are no specific rules for the President to follow in choosing his new PM, neither a specific timeframe to respect, according to the Constitution. In the current state of things, considering the Czech Republic holds the Presidency of the EU Council, Topolanek’s administration will secure the continued policy line for the Presidency duties in the EU Council and other EU bodies. During Wednesday’s plenary session of the European Parliament in Strasburg, the current Chair of the EU Council M. Topolanek assured present deputies that the internal political problems of the Czech Republic shall not in any case have an impact on the work of the European Union and its important agendas 
