Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear guests,

First of all I would like to thank the DemosEUROPA and the Prague Institute Europeum for common work on topic: what role can the Czech Republic and Poland play in the further enlargement of the EU and in the  European Neighbourhood Policy. Both directors and experts deserve thanks but I would like to mention the role of the Czech-Polish Forum, which was established as a project fund within our both ministries of foreign affairs in order to support existing level of cooperation and to attempt to create new topics, new perspectives, new attitudes and sometimes a necessary corrective of diplomats´ and politicians´ efforts.
The enlargement and the neighbourhood is not a new topic. From our previous experience we do know that it was realized under different circumstances on the side of the „enlargement wish-fulls“ and in different state of the EU and acquis communauture, which is on the one hand more complicated and on the other hand, thanks to the Lisabon Treaty, has or at least should have the capacity to increase the effectivness of the enlarged EU. The Czech Republic and Poland have good starting prerequisites: an experience from its own enlargement process is still fresh, we are aware of the bilance of benefits and disadvantages for both sides –the EU as well as for the other side, because we were shortly in both roles. Why did the policy in both our countries, regardless its orientation, always supported the enlargement and why was this topic always supported by the people? As a starting reflexion for today´s conference let me suggest 2 areas: the economic area and the security area. The first one was in the Czech Republic represented by the dissolution of Czechoslovakia on the eve of war conflicts in the former Yugoslavia and in both countries, in Poland even more, by fear of the consequences of the colapse of the Soviet Union. In both our countries an economic impetus took place: a strong economy transformation ethos, opening up the economies to foreign concurrence (competitiveness), end of the USSR market and at the same time not fully effected opening up of the EU led to many inspiring processes. Let me mention two of them, which are most important: the V4 and CEFTA because both do include the enlargement idea.
The economic and security element is included in the EU enlargement to the Balcans as well as in the ENP. Both topics are linked from the geographic point of view: in both areas the EU, USA and Russia are active and there is no other area where more could be done for the transatlantic relations, energy diversification and consequently the security is a next factor. To hold the rhythm of integration within the enlargement as well as within the eastern partnership should be, with regard to the upcoming Polish and Hungarian Presidency, once again the part of the strategic reflexion. We should not allow that the budget crisis in some EU countries will block or limit those processes. From the psychological point of view it can be the case but it is not true. Namely Poland and the Czech Republic as contact countries to the most developed EU countries some 20 years ago made economically the best from the opening up (this is a term, which is one of the elements of the enlargement process).Moreover, the neighbours are not doing worse, they did profit by the opening up. Phase opening to the 4 European freedoms is therefore the way for the EU neighbours. The example of the Eastern Germany, i.e. a certain flash integration within the EU on condition of settlement of costs thanks to the internal German solidarity and wide financial transfers can serve as an example for enlargement processes. The mobilisation of domestic powers in those countries can be reached by opening and maintenance of credibility, including the time framework of the process. Let me remind the discussion on so-called absorption ability arising from our EU accession. Long ago we did absorb far more higher resources in the form of direct foreign investments, which flowed to us thanks to good conditions and thanks to the fact that we had a clear perspective of the enlargement of the EU as well as the NATO.
In conclusion one more remark. The negotiations on the accession should not serve to the particular countries for settlement of alleged injustices or old bilateral disputes, often only opening of already settled issues. Also this belongs to the Czech and Polish experience. Both countries should be guarantees that a tempting thought to block the enlargement e.g. because of a nuclear energy plant will not appear on the negotiating table.
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