1. Uzbekistan
Tonight we are beginning our event with the display of traditional costumes of our hosts, Uzbekistan. The beautiful regions of this splendid country, in particular the national clothes of Bukhara, Khorezm, Surkhandarya, Qashkadarya and Samarkand Provinces as well as the ones of Tashkent City will be shown to you right now, thanks to The Republican organization “The Hospitality and Information Service”.

And now we continue with Arabic dance presented once again by The Republican Organization “The Hospitality and Information Service”. The dance itself will be performed by honored artist of Uzbekistan Madam Roza Abdulhairova.

So, thank you Ms. Abdulhairova for the beautiful opening piece of this evening and now the very show of all the 15 participating countries begins.
Thank you, Uzbekistan – Katta Rahmat O’zbekiston!

2. Germany (hudba od začátku!)
And now comes Germany, a country of famous cities like Berlin, Munich, Hamburg or Rothenburg.

Germany, the country with snow covered mountains, beautiful old medieval towns and the river Rhine with its world famous rock called Loreley.

Germany, the country of the romantic roads, gingerbread houses, extraordinary castles and palaces and the Branderburg Tor (or gate).
Germany, the country of Goethe, Bach and Eistein.

Germany, the country famous for its “being on time”.

Germany, the country of the Oktoberfest.

Germany, the country of sausages, wine, beer and – PRETZELS! Distributed by Ms. Barbara Pabst accompanied by her little 5 years old daughter Indira.
Thank you, Germany – Vielen Danken Deutschland!

3. Indonesia

Indonesia is going to show as a traditional fashion show from Bali. Bali is an Indonesian island located in the westernmost end of the Lesser Sunda Islands, lying between Java to the west and Lombok to the east. It is one of the country's 33 provinces with the provincial capital at Denpasar in the south of the island. Bali is the largest tourist destination in the country and it is renowned for its highly developed arts, including dance, sculpture, painting, leather, metalworking, and music. Bali has unique native culture and preserves traditional values, exotic scenery, friendly residents, social life strongly based on the tradition as well as spiritual belief. It is internationally well known also as the Island of Gods.

So the performers, or better, Goddesses, will be tonight Ms. Wetty Klesen and her 3 beautiful daughters Valerie, Angie and Vanessa.

Indonesia, please, come to the scene!

Thank you, Indonesia – Trimachasi Indonesia!
4. The Korean Republic

Is is not only kimchi, its spicy fermented cabbage and a lot of rice, taekwondo, fast industrial development and a quarter of million of Koreans living here in Uzbekistan. It is also poetry, romance or stardust, if you wish, and traditions.

Arirang is the most famous Korean folk song that even many foreigners know. The word “Arirang” can mean “beautiful lover” or “a person so dearly missed”.
The history of Hanbok traditional attire dates back as far as the Three Kingdoms’ period between 57 before Christ and 668 of our era. It is divided largely into daywear and ceremonial wear, with differences between each age, gender and season. The Koreans weaved.
And now we can see the beauty of Hanbok worn by by Ms. Sesi Kim accompanied by her 4-years old daughter Siln and the 7-years old son Andy.
Thank you Korean Republic - Kamzahamida Korea!
5. Belarus
The Republic of Belarus is a landlocked European country of deep lakes and green forests. National costumes of the Republic of Belarus will be now presented by Ms. Jelena and Mr. Vladimir from the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in Uzbekistan.
And now "Svitánek", the Belarusian cultural centre in Tashkent, will sing a national song of Belarus called "Marusya" .
Thank you, Belarus – Ďjakuju Bělorusia!
6. Eritrea

As Australia is obviously not a continent anymore, because it played recently the Asian Football Cup, where it, by the way, finished second to Japan, I am proud to announce that we are having the representatives of all the continents with us here tonight! And it is thanks to the African representative from Eritrea.
Eritrea is the country No. 53 in Africa; it means the youngest African country of all. It is located in the horn of the African continent in the north east.  It has a population of about 5 million people; the religion is mostly orthodox Christian and Muslim. The country has 9 ethnic groups and some of its territory lies above 2000 m above the sea level. The capital city is Asmara, where the weather is perfect throughout the year. The language spoken nationwide is Tigriňa, the official languages are Tigriňa, English and Arabic and it is going to be Ms. Tigreida entertaining you now! By the way, Tigreida means “flower” in Tigriňa.
Thank you, Eritrea – Jagaňele, Eritrea!

7. India

India is a country of numerous folk and many classical dance styles. This evening, the TWIG’s ex president Ms. Roopa is going to present its most popular dance from Bollywood. It mixes and mashes various folk and classical dance styles and puts it together in a very entertaining manner. This particular number is a folksong treated in a very contemporary way. It talks about the season of love, when the cooing of the black bird makes the dancer ache for her love. Ms. Roopa will be dressed in a red Chnia, which means a long skirt, a Choly that means short blouse and a Chunni that is a long scarf. Altogether it is a traditional village girl’s attire of north-west India.

Thank you, Incredible India – Deňjawan India, Deňjawan Roopa!
8. Israel

Israel will be represented tonight with a popular song in Hebrew and it is interesting that the text of this song is a Jewish prayer.

Thank you, Israel – Toda, Israel!

9. Japan

We all know that Japan is an island nation in East Asia. But we probably do not know that it consists of whole 6852 single islands. But its world’s tenth largest population consisting over 127 million people mainly live only in the four largest of them. The Chinese characters that make up Japan’s name mean “sun origin”, and exactly that is why Japan is sometimes referred to as the “Land of the Rising Sun”. Japan is a country where the past meets the future. On one hand, the Japanese culture stretches back millennia, its emperor’s regime started, guess when, in the year 660 before Christ, but on the other hand, though, the country adopted and created the latest modern fashions and trends.
At today’s show I am proud to introduce the long-established traditional costume called “Kimono”, which literally means “a thing to wear”. And the models who would show us the traditional kimonos are Ms. Kayo Yokoyama, Ms. Noriko Kimura and Ms. Akane Sumi. Go ahead, Japan!

Thank you, Japan – Arigató, Japan!
10. Pakistan

The name Pakistan means “Land of the Pure” both in Urdu and Persian. Official name of that country is Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The modern state of Pakistan was established in 1947 and its capital city of Islamabad is located at the foothills of the Himalayas. Its estimated population is nowadays over 170 million inhabitants making it the world’s sixth most populous country.
Salwar kameez is a popular dress in Pakistan. It is worn by both men and women. Today, two beautiful Pakistani ladies, Ms. Saira and Ms. Saba, are wearing formal Pakistani outfits that are made mainly of silk and chiffons. And we will see why Pakistan is known for its beautiful, elegant and unique embroidery. The details on the outfits consist of the thread work, sequins, beads and crystals. Saira nad Saba, the floor is yours!
Thank you, Pakistan – shukriya, Pakistan!

11. Poland
Poland, it is green plains, white birches, waves of the Baltic Sea, old fortresses and chateaux. The country is situated in Central Europe and has a rich and long history. Warsaw, Krakov, Toruň, Vělička or Wadowice are just some of the numerous places on interest.
We will have 2 Polish performances tonight, first of them is a song accompanied by keyboards. This song was composed by famous Polish lady singer composer Ms. Anna German, that was born here in Uzbekistan, namely in Urgenč, on February 14th 75 years ago.

The second piece is a typical Polish folk dance named Kujavjak. Both display have been brought to us by Polish Cultural center “Zatěvě” resident here in Tashkent.

Thank you, Poland- Dzěnkuje Bardzo, Polska!
12. Turkey

Turkey is a vast peninsula covering an area of 800 000 square kilometers and its current population is about 80 million inhabitants. It is a country that links Asia to Europe and vice versa. And it is precisely the intriguing blend of East and West that makes up the Turkish lifestyle, a lifestyle rich in variety of cultures and traditions. There are at this moment 9 properties inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage, for example the beautiful Old City of Istanbul or the legendary city of Troy. The word turquoise originally meant Turkish in French and it is used now as a synonym for the beautiful color of waters of the Turkish Mediterranean. It was some place there where Julius Caesar proclaimed his famous words veni, vidi vici – I came, I saw, I conquered.
So it is from Istanbul, a city located on two continents, to the Mount Ararat, where Noah’s Ark landed, that Turkey wishes you a pleasant time.
And, guess who, it is the very President of TWIG Ms. Emel D’haese who would be performing now, presenting us a folkloric dress from western part of Turkey.

Thank you, Turkey - Tashakur, Turkey, Tashakur Emel!

13. Ukraine
Ukraine is a country in the East of Europe. Ukraine, it is famous cuisine, rich history and beautiful nature. Ukraine, it is its people with their history, traditions and culture. By the way, the Ukrainian language was recently voted as the second most melodic language in the world. And Ukraine will show us tonight its national costume used by young girls that live in the central part of that country. The costume is worn by a TWIG member Ms. Olga Volkivska.
Thank you, Ukraine – ďjakuju, Ukrajino!

14. USA

And we are approaching the big final – the USA!
USA is represented by Mr. Dave Ziegler who is going to play a jazz variation of the song “I’ve Got a Crush on You” on trumpet. The song was written by early 20th century famous American composer George Gershwin and I’d like to add that this instrumental goes very well with tonight’s Valentine’s theme: romance, more specifically “having a crush” or intense infatuation with someone.

The song represents the wide range of work by Gershwin, whose compositions span both popular and classical genres. Many of his popular melodies are widely know and became a jazz standard recorded by countless singers or better stars like Fred Astaire, Louis Armstrong, Dean Martin, Bing Crosby, The Moody Blues, Janis Joplin, John Coltrane, Frank Sinatra, Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, Diana Ross, Miles Davis, Herbie Hancock, Madonna, Barbra Streisand, Kate Bush, Sting and many, many others.
So let’s listen to Dave play “I’ve Got a Crush on You” as some photos commemorating Gerswin’s times Broadway, movies and popular songs as well as those who have performed them are shown on this screen.

Well, that was exactly the Valentine’s Day mood.

Thank you the United States of America!
15. Czech Republic

I have not prepared anything in respect of the Czech Republic. ( What to say. (
The Czech song is named “Zvonky štěstí”, “The Bells of Happiness” and that is why each of you has a gingerbread bell in front of you on the table. By the way, my wife cooked them and it was some kind of work, as there are more than 220 of them. And, by coincidence, there is Czech Sunday brunch in this Intercontinental Hotel tomorrow, so who presents this bell there would be receiving a 10 % discount with the bells.

Before giving the floor to the beautiful Uzbek couple of Art Studio “Svet” Ms. Olga Nurajeva and Mr. Sur At Artykov I’d like to conclude that it was my honor and privilege to lead you through this evening, because you have been a fantastic audience. And the same way it was my privilege to cooperate with TWIG, the Tashkent Women International Group as a whole, and with its president Ms. Emel D’haese in particular. Thank you TWING, thank you all the artists, thank you backstage people, thank you, my wife, for cooking the gingerbread bells.
Thank you, the Czech Republic – Děkujeme, Česká republiko!
I am leaving the stage, but the show goes on, first, in the form of performance of two Uzbek doyra drums players Mr. Gayrat Ganiev and Mr. Zyodula Islamov, then through the concert of another honored artist of Uzbekistan Mr. Uktam Hakimov. He would start with a couple of slow, romantic songs, then he would rise up the pace and after him, there will be the traditional disco.

Hope to see you all next year, enjoy this night and make you bodies, shirts, underwears and, above all, your partners sweat well during the discotheque.

Thank you for your attention.
Robert Kopecký

Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan

Tashkent, February 12th, 2011
