International Donors’ Conference SOLIDARITY with BELARUS
Warsaw, February 2, 2011

· It is reassuring to see the wave of solidarity that the latest developments in Belarus have provoked. I would like to thank the organizers for the opportunity to express our feelings and to present activities of the Czech Republic towards the civil society in Belarus. 

· As you might be aware, we have been continuously active in supporting civil society, human rights defenders and independent media in Belarus since the year 2005. I am proud that my Ministry has an independent financial instrument that is exclusively dedicated to support democracy and human rights projects called Transition Promotion Program. As of today our assistance to Belarus amounted to 2,5 mil Euro. We focus on civil society, independent media and youth. 
· The civil society is the bedrock of all functioning and sustainable democratic systems, thus we pay primary attention to support of civil society organizations and their all-round development. 
· Independent media represent another priority area to my Ministry – we should do our best to assist all media outlets that contribute to the diversity of the Belarusian media landscape and that provide an alternative source of information and challenge the state media propaganda. 

· We shouldn’t forget the youth, we believe that the youth together with NGOs are key actors in forming a critical mass that would generate demand for a change, NGOs with their pro-european orientation and shared values are our most natural partners. That’s why our activities toward Belarusian youth concentrate mostly on the methods of education towards active citizenship. 
· The flagship of our engagement with Belarus is the European Radio for Belarus / Euroradio that we have been supporting and assisting since its inception in the summer of 2005. We are proud that Euroradio has become a trustful, reliable and popular source of information. I am happy that representatives of Euroradio are sitting here and can share their experience with all of us. I would like to encourage donors to join this international project which is now being supported by joint efforts of the Czech Republic, Poland, the EU, the US government, the Netherlands and Sweden. 
· We also very much welcomed the readiness of the European Humanities University in Vilnius to welcome all expelled Belarusian students, we are aware of the establishment of a new EHU emergency fund and if our budgetary situation allows us we will be happy to contribute to this fund so that EHU can really accept all persecuted students. 
· I would like to assure all our Belarusian partners that we will maintain close contacts with representatives of the Belarusian civil society and will continue our financial support as well as the political one. All those who struggle for freedom and democracy are always welcome in the Czech Republic and my Ministry is ready to listen to their views. I want to encourage our Belarusian friends to stay in close contact with my colleagues, I know that many of you already do. Don’t hesitate to share with us your concerns, even private ones and we will try to find ways how to assist you. 

· We believe that the political support is very important; thus the voice of the Belarusian alternative democratic elite should be listened to in all capitals that actually care about the situation in Belarus. Belarus has been a priority country for a number of donors already and what we need now is a greater political support to all the individuals that fight for freedom and democracy. The current situation in Belarus is worse than back in 2006, nevertheless we must take account of the absorption capacity for significant additional financial support, we believe that we need better tailored programs and this is something we should concentrate on. 
· Let me conclude by a last comment. Belarus needs our support and assistance, on the other hand I am also convinced that certain assistance because of its nature and character should be discussed and presented in a very sensitive even discreet way. We shouldn’t forget that too much publicity and visibility may be even counterproductive to the outcome of our efforts in inside the country. However, today’s meeting should strongly demonstrate our solidarity and our support to Belarusian civil society and should be noticed in Belarus, around Europe and beyond. 
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