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Statement of the Czech Republic to the report of the High Commissioner on OHCHR’s visit to Yemen 

Madame President,

The Czech Republic supports the statement made on behalf of the EU.

We would like to warmly thank the High Commissioner and her Office for this useful report on the human rights situation in Yemen. The dire situation in the country deserves high attention of the international community and the United Nations, including this Council. 

As the report finds, a wide range of human rights violations and abuses have allegedly taken place throughout the country, including, inter alia, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and torture. Hundreds were killed and thousands injured as a result of excessive and disproportionate use of lethal force by the Yemeni authorities against peaceful protestors, who were merely exercising their rights to freedom of expression and freedom of assembly. Stifling peaceful protests with brutal force in the alleged interest of restoring peace, order and security can not be a successful solution in the long-term. The Yemeni Government lost effective control of parts of the country and within major cities and we continue to witness increasingly violent power struggle between government forces and different armed opponents. The deteriorating situation negatively affects most Yemenis, in particular the most vulnerable ones, such as children, women, IDPs and refugees.

We fully support the recommendations of the Report addressed to the Government of Yemen, to the armed opponents and to the international community. It is necessary to immediately end attacks against civilians and civilian targets by security forces and to release all prisoners detained for the peaceful exercise of their freedom of expression and assembly. 

As the report underlines, in the eyes of many Yemenis the judiciary lacks credibility and legitimacy.  We concur with the report that there is a need for international, independent and impartial investigations of human rights violations and abuses related to the peaceful protest movement. 

The Yemeni people in this critical situation need full international assistance. In this connection I would like to ask how can the cooperation of the government of Yemen with OHCHR and the whole UN system be strengthened.

Thank you.

