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Clustered ID with the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression 

and the SR on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions

Thank you, Madam President, 

The Czech Republic supports the statement made on behalf of the European Union.

Allow me to extend warm welcome to the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, Frank La Rue, and thank him for both his thematic as well as country visit reports.
Freedom of opinion and expression questions the status quo, it prompts public discussion and thus, is a cornerstone for every pluralistic and democratic society. It is therefore with great concern that we note that some Governments misuse their authority to curb freedom of opinion and expression. Restrictive media laws, censorship, blocking access to internet, surveillance and harassment of activists and independent journalists including arrests, interrogations, police raids or use of violence are alarming trends in many countries around the world, some of which you have addressed in your recent press releases.
Journalists are frequently among the victims of these practices and as pointed out in your report, the number of attacks against journalist has even increased during the last year’s street protests and demonstrations. Your report therefore comes at a very timely moment to shade light on the specific circumstances of media work, in which freedom to seek and receive information as well as freedom of expression are under attack. 
Mr. Special Rapporteur,

You mention in your report that Governments with their primary responsibility to protect human rights should adopt mechanisms to protect journalists and that such mechanisms must be tailored to the journalists’ specific needs. You also mentioned some countries, in which similar mechanisms are already in place. What are the lessons that you would draw for others on how these mechanisms should be best designed?
Further, we share your assessment that violations of media freedom and attacks against journalists – by States as well as non-State actors - are not a result of international norms deficiency but of implementation deficiency on the side of States. Looking specifically at cases of harassment and attacks by non-State actors against journalists, what are, in your opinion, the most efficient preventive measures that States should adopt?
To conclude, Madam President, allow me to express my Government’s continued commitment to the enhancement of free media and freedom of expression as well as its support to the work of the Special Rapporteur.
Thank you.

