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Thank you, Madam President.

The Czech Republic supports the intervention made on behalf of the European Union.

The Czech Republic wishes to thank Dr. Bari for his report and for the diligence with which he is carrying out his mandate.
The Czech Republic welcomes the significant political progress in Somalia over the past twelve months marked by the convening of the National Constituent Assembly, adoption of the provisional constitution and the recent election of the new President. These developments bring a prospect of peace and stability, accountable governance and respect for human rights and rule of law.
We very much support the Independent Expert’s recommendation and urge the authorities to consider developing a human rights road map with clearly defined goals, priorities and timeframe. Further, we wish to underline the urgent need to strengthen the rule of law and to enhance the effectiveness and integrity of judicial and law-enforcement institutions.
In a follow-up to our last year’s query, we are pleased to learn of the positive steps taken to end the recruitment and use of children by the National Armed Forces, such as the recent adoption of an action plan and the establishment of a special section within the Ministry of Justice to deal with children in conflict. In practice, how do these steps translate into the situation of children on the ground?
During the Universal Periodic Review of Somalia in May 2011, the Transitional Government committed itself to eradicate female genital mutilation. The Czech Republic welcomes the ban introduced by the new provisional constitution in this regard. To implement this constitutional prohibition, what further legal and awareness-raising measures need to be taken?
Dr. Bari, we would like to wish you well with your work and assure you of our full support.

Thank you, Madam President.

