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CZECH THE NEWS - LA 

The time passes so quickly. Another year is almost gone and 

we are approaching the Holiday season. I was honored that 

so many of you were able to come and celebrate Czech 

National Day on October 28
th
. I was even more excited that 

the Czech community in Los Angeles came together and we 

could all socialize in one place - at the beautiful Knollwood 

Country Club. We celebrated the Czech Independence Day 

in cooperation with Sokol Los Angeles and I would like to 

thank Lillian Roter, the president of Sokol, for all her efforts 

and cooperation. 

 

The Consulate received three beautiful plaques, 

commemorating the friendship between the Czech Republic 

and both the City and the County of Los Angeles as well as 

the Orange County. I was pleased that this celebration 

attracted such a wide range of guests from the film industry, 

business community, universities, and LA-based Consulates, 

on top of the local Czech community. 
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For the first time in their history, the Czech people will 

have the truly democratic opportunity to directly elect 

the next President of the Czech Republic. The first round 

of elections is scheduled for January 11
th
 and 12

th
, 2013. 

However, because of a time difference between 

California and the Czech Republic, here at the Consulate 

in Los Angeles the voting will take place on January 

10
th 

and 11
th 

from 2:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. The 

second round, if necessary in the event of a run-off, will 

take place January 24
th

, 25
th
, and 26

th
, 2013. Besides 

voting in the Czech Republic, votes can also be cast at 

Czech Republic Embassies and Consulates worldwide. 

A special electoral registry will be set up to 

accommodate Czech citizens who wish to vote abroad.  
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The second and final term of current Czech president 

Václav Klaus is ending in January of 2013 

Czech National Day 
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This year, we had an opportunity to cherish and enjoy 

the work of one of the greatest Czech filmmakers of all 

time, director Miloš Forman, who celebrated his 80
th
 

birthday in February. The Consulate organized a 

series of events, including an exhibition of posters from 

Forman’s films and several screenings of his work. 

The final events will come in December when UCLA 

will host two evenings honoring Miloš Forman with 

screenings of all his Czech movies at the Hammer 

Museum on December 1 and 15, 2012. 

 

The cultural fall season is in full swing. Besides the 

Mutual Inspiration Festival, we experienced several 

fantastic concerts during the Petrof Concert Series. 

Assistant Concertmaster of the Los Angeles Chamber 

Orchestra Tereza Stanislav, with several of her 

colleagues, pleased a large crowd at my residence with 

works from famous Czech composers. A trio of 

impressive local musicians performed at an outdoor 

concert several suites of Elia Cmiral, who specializes 

in film music and soundtracks. 

 

Czech songwriter and singer Jana Vébrová came from 

Prague with her accordion for her October concerts in 

Los Angeles and San Francisco. We celebrated the 

Czech Statehood Day with a screening of the famous 

Czech film St. Venceslav from 1929. And I am excited 

about the upcoming screening of the movie “An 

Earthly Paradise for the Eyes” to commemorate the 

23rd anniversary of the Velvet Revolution as the end of 

the Communist regime in Czechoslovakia. 

 

The Holiday season is almost upon us and to celebrate 

it we will host a Christmas Party in December with 

traditional Christmas carol singing. For local Czech 

children we will organize an afternoon-party called 

“Mikulášská” on December 8, 2012, which will 

include a screening of children’s films and a festive 

presentation of the customary St. Nicholas, Devil and 

Angel. Please, check our website 

www.mzv.cz/losangeles or our Facebook page for 

details. To conclude, let me wish you all a wonderful 

Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and other Holidays 

as well as Happy New Year 2013. 

    Michal Sedláček 
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The newly founded Theatrum Elysium, the “theatre of 

paradise” in Crescenta Valley near Pasadena, is currently 

staging the work of acclaimed playwright and former 

Czech president Václav Havel. Originally written by the 

late Havel during the censorship of the Communist regime 

in Prague, “the Vanek Trilogy - Audience, Unveiling  & 

Protest” provides a fresh, multi-angled approach towards 

understanding the human condition. Chronicling the 

strange interludes of Ferdinand Vanek – Havel’s literary 

alter-ego – The Vanek Trilogy winds through the promises 

of politics, to the absurd trappings and hidden shame of the 

upper one-percent, to the anesthetized middle class. 

Directed by Martin Jago, the ongoing performances will 

be staged until November 18. This is a great new 

opportunity for fans and admirers of Czech artistic culture. 

Czech musical actress and famous singer Jana Fabiánová 

stars as one of the leading roles. 

The Trilogy is currently being performed multiple times a 

week at the Theatrum Elysium. However, seating is 

limited so please make reservations now. More 

information and tickets are available at 

www.livetruthfully.org/box-office  

When: October 31st - November 18
th
, 2012 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & Sundays @ 8:00 pm  

 

Where:  Theatrum Elysium, 4459 Lowell Ave., La 

Crescenta, CA 91214 

 

 

 

http://www.mzv.cz/losangeles
http://www.livetruthfully.org/box-office


 

This ID card authorizes them to vote outside their long-

term/permanent place of residence as for example in the 

Czech Republic or any other election district abroad. 

 

Such an electoral ID card must be requested before 

January 4
th
, 2013 for the general election, and before 

January 18
th
, 2013 for the run-off election. Requests 

must be made within the jurisdiction of the appropriate 

Czech missions.  

 

Czech citizens who will only temporarily be outside the 

Czech Republic during the election must still register for 

an electoral ID card with Czech authorities if they wish 

to vote internationally. This electoral ID card must be 

issued in the Czech Republic before the short stay 

abroad at the local municipality closest to the voter’s 

permanent residence. 

 

The 2013 presidential candidates were nominated by 

either popular petition or current lawmakers. Though a 

total of twenty Czechs are running for office, recent 

polls suggest former Prime Ministers Jan Fischer and 

Miloš Zeman have a strong lead. Other entries include 

current Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg (TOP 

09), former President of Senate Přemysl Sobotka (Civil 

Democratic Party), Social Democrat Jiří Dienstbier Jr., 

member of EU Parliament Zuzana Roithová (KDU-

ČSL), former member of EU Parliament Jana 

Bobošíková, former industry and trade minister 

Vladimír Dlouhý, actress Táňa Fischerová, 

businessman Tomio Okamura, photographer Vladimír 

Franz and many more. 

 

For more information on all the candidates, please visit  

http://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/podrobne-informace-k-

prime-volbe-prezidenta.aspx 

 
For additional detailed information please visit the 

website of the Consulate General at 

www.mzv.cz/losangeles  
 

 

For citizens of the Czech Republic with long-term 

or permanent residence abroad, Czech law allows 

registering with Czech Embassies and 

Consulates near the voter’s permanent/long-term 

residence. Though there is no specific application 

form for a request to vote, a simple letter stating 

interest to be a registered voter will suffice. In 

addition to personal written requests, applications 

must be supported by a form of valid 

identification, documentation of citizenship of 

the Czech Republic, and proof of permanent 

residence.  

 

The entire application must be submitted to the 

local Embassy/Consulate no later than December 

2
nd

, 2012.  

 

As a reminder, registering into the special electoral 

registry at the Embassy/Consulate abroad will 

automatically remove the voter from the 

conventional voter registration list in the Czech 

Republic.  

 

If the already registered voter will travel 

beyond their local voting district at the time of 

the election, the local Czech Embassy/Consulate 

can issue an electoral ID card for them at the 

voter’s request.  

CONT´D FROM PAGE 1 

 

 

 

Czechs to elect President in January 
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FORMAN AT UCLA 

Delete this box or enter quote or tagline here. 

INSERT TEXT OR LOGO HERE. 

 

 

Oscar-winning Czech director Miloš Forman's 80th 

birthday celebration and the 2012 Mutual Inspirations 

Festival that honors his invaluable contributions to the 

film industry is drawing to a close. The UCLA Films & 

Television Archive in cooperation with the Consulate 

General of the Czech Republic and the National Film 

Archive in Prague, is pleased to present a selection of 

works from the beginning of the director’s storied 

career.  

The events will take place in the screening room of the 

Billy Wilder Theater at Hammer Museum in Westwood. 

On December 1, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. “Audition” 

(Konkurs, 1964, 77 minutes) will be shown, followed 

by Forman's first feature film “Black Peter” (Černý 

Petr, 1964, 85 minutes). The program will continue on 

December 15, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. with the screening of 

“Loves of a Blonde” (Lásky jedné plavovlásky, 1965, 

88 minutes) and “The Fireman's Ball” (Hoří má 

panenko, 1967, 73 minutes).  

Forman is one of the most important directors of the 

Czech New Wave of the 1960s. In the United States 

Forman is better known for his later films including 

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1976)” and 

“Amadeus (1985),” both of which earned him Academy 

Awards for Best Director. 

All films are on original 35 mm prints with English 

subtitles.  

For more information and tickets: 

http://www.cinema.ucla.edu/events/2012-12-01/four-

forman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Czech film “In the Shadow” (Ve stínu, 2012) will 

represent the Czech Republic for this year’s Best Foreign 

Language Film Oscar among an unprecedented amount 

of competition. Directed by David Ondříček and starring 

Ivan Trojan (Želary, 2003), the film will intensely 

compete with a record 70 other countries, all anxious to 

win the top prize in international film-making at the 85
th
 

Annual Academy Awards. Nine finalists will be 

shortlisted for consideration in early January, with the 

final five nominees to be announced on January 10, 2013.  

 

The dramatic story of the Czech nomination is set in 

1950s Prague and follows veteran Czech actor Trojan as 

a police officer whose investigation winds through the 

deep and dark rabbit hole of the secretive Communist 

state. Director Ondříček, of popular Czech films 

“Whisper” (Šeptej, 1996) and “Loners” (Samotáři, 2000), 

reportedly had the script rewritten seventeen times and 

took six long years to produce.  

 

If successful at the ceremony, “In the Shadow” will join 

other Czech winners of the Best Foreign Language Film 

award, including “The Shop on Main Street” (Obchod na 

korze, 1965), “Closely Watched Trains” (Ostře sledované 

vlaky, 1967), and “Kolya” (Kolja, 1996), among many 

more nominees.  
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“In the Shadow” up for 

Foreign Film Academy Award 

 

 

 

Loves of a Blonde 

In the Shadow 

http://www.cinema.ucla.edu/events/2012-12-01/four-forman
http://www.cinema.ucla.edu/events/2012-12-01/four-forman


 

 

CZECH NATIONAL DAY 2012 

The Czech Republic recently celebrated its National Day 

of independence on October 28, 2012. National Day events 

took place all over the world, including in Los Angeles 

where the Consulate General of the Czech Republic, in 

cooperation with expatriate organization American Sokol 

Los Angeles, launched the holiday with an official 

luncheon and reception full of fun, song and dance, and 

other cultural activities. 

 

The Consulate General would like to thank Mrs. Lillian 

Roter, President of Sokol Los Angeles, for her invaluable 

contributions to the event. The luncheon at the Knollwood 

Country Club showed the beauty of traditional Czech dress 

(kroje), and was accompanied with singing and dancing for 

the whole family. The Sokol organization worked hard to 

bring together the Czechs and Slovaks that are living 

abroad, and hosts many other events throughout the year. 

Several Sokol members presented a routine from their 

performance at the 2012 Sokol Congress during the 

National Day celebration (see picture below). 
 

Consul General Michal Sedláček recognized the day with 

remarks commending the important bilateral trade and 

cultural exchange that occurs between the United States 

and the Czech Republic. Director of Federal Relations Jim 

Clarke for the City of Los Angeles, along with Deputy 

Chief of Protocol of La County Lourdes Saab and Wayne 

Wedin for Orange County, presented three plaques 

commemorating years of cooperation between the two 

nations. The plaques were signed by Mayor of Los Angeles 

Antonio Villaraigosa, the five Supervisors of LA County, 

and the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Orange 

County Board of Supervisors. 
 

Celebrations also took place in San Diego on October 14, 

with a cultural mixer hosted by the House of Czech and 

Slovak Republics with the participation of Consul General 

Michal Sedláček and a performance from dance group 

Karyška.  

 

 

As part of the House of Pacific Relations, the organization 

promotes multicultural understanding through diverse 

events and other functions. The annual heritage 

celebration is a great occasion for Czechs to get together 

to enjoy and spread the culture that they love so much. 
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Petrof Series 2012 
 
 

As the 2012 cultural season unfortunately draws to an 

end, so have the final events of the Petrof Concert Series. 

Organized as a succession of musical concerts and 

events, the program stretched throughout the year and 

showcased seasoned Czech musicians as well as other 

vibrant artists from all over the world. Featured 

entertainers included Jana Fabiánová, Borek Smekal, 

Emil Viklický, Tereza Stanislav, and Elia Cmiral, among 

many others. Large, excited audiences praised the 

exceptional talent of this year’s highly successful 

musical series. 
 

Performances took place at the residence of the Consul 

General, Michal Sedláček. Fabiánová, a famous singer 

and songwriter from the Czech Republic, wonderfully 

opened the series. Czech saxophonist Smekal and his co-

collaborator Fabio Tedde visited from London to 

introduce their truly unique African-inspired work. Jazz 

legend Viklický performed on a Petrof with young 

American saxophonist Benny Golbin, proving the merit 

of his countless awards and recognitions.  

 

Cont´d on page 6 

Sokol members during the National Day Celebration 

Celebration of Czech National Day in San Diego 



 

 

JIŘÍ TRNKA 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Prominent Czech painter, graphic artist and illustrator Jiří 

Trnka (1912—1969) left an indelible mark on Czech culture, 

helping to embody a distinct visual palette for Czech stories 

and fairytales. The Czech Republic nominated the 100th 

anniversary of the birth of Trnka legend of Czech puppetry 

and animated film, for 2012 Global UNESCO recognition. 

 In honor of this occasion, the Consulate General of the 

Czech Republic in Los Angeles will present his long-awaited 

exhibition: “Jiří Trnka: In the Service of the Imagination”. 

The traveling exhibition highlights the key role Trnka plays 

in the Czech tradition of novel illustration, as well as cartoon 

and puppet film production.  

Visitors will have a chance to see the delicate designs of his 

print art work and unique graphic art. In addition to the 

exhibitions, the Czech Consulate will present the following 

short films: “Zasadil dědek řepu” (Grandpa Planted a Beet, 

1945), “Vášeň” (Passion, 1962) and the short film “Ruka” 

(The Hand, 1965), often recognized as one of Trnka’s 

greatest works.  

Not many Czech artists better resemble the passion, love, and 

imaginative value put in his work with artistic pioneering. His 

illustrations and animations of Jan Karafiát's book “Broučci” 

(Beetles) profoundly influenced the lives of generations of 

Czech children and are continually loved by adults as well.  

During his life, Trnka received global recognition of his 

talents a number of times, and in 1968 won the Hans 

Christian Andersen Award for his illustrations of children’s 

books as well as being recognized at the renowned film 

festivals in Venice and Cannes.  

Do not miss the grand opening of the exhibition of Trnka’s 

extensive art works, followed by the screening of his shorts. 

The event will take place at the Consulate General of the 

Czech Republic on Thursday, January 10, 2012, with the 

exhibit opening at 7:00 p.m. and the films starting at 8:00 pm.  

 

 

 

JIŘÍ TRNKA –  

SERVING IMAGINATION 
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Assistant Concertmaster for the Los Angeles Chamber 

Orchestra, violinist Stanislav played numerous grand 

pieces with her colleagues, including a tribute to Dvorak. 

And introduced by famed composer Cmiral, a trio 

composed of Robert Thies on Petrof piano, Vanessa 

Freebairn-Smith on cello, and Mark Robertson on violin 

concluded the last Petrof event in honor of Cmiral’s 

award-winning film scores.  

 

The Consulate General would again like to thank Petrof 

Pianos USA, Lida Sandera and the Society of Arts and 

Sciences in Los Angeles. Without their gracious support, 

the 2012 Petrof Series would not have been possible.  

 

All parts of the program included performances on an 

authentic Petrof piano. The Petrof brand has been a 

reliable source of quality pianos for almost 150 years.  

 

Plans are also already underway for next season’s big 

events. Throughout 2013, another concert series will 

highlight both established and popular emerging artists.  

Czech violinist Jaroslav Svěcený will make an 

appearance in early spring, with Viklický performing 

again later in the year. Other musicians will also be 

featured. Be sure to keep in touch for future 

announcements regarding more details about the new 

concert series.  

 

 

Petrof Series 2012 concludes 
 

Emil Viklický and Benny Golbin at the residence 



 

 

 

 

 

The Consulate General is pleased to report growth 

and progress with Czech Schools for children in 

California. Because of unprecedented demand, 

Czech language schools on the West Coast and 

beyond have begun offering various new classes: for 

adults, children, and soon preschoolers. Continue to 

watch for new developments and expanded services.  

 

The Czech School in California launched its 2012 

classes on September 8, with the presence of 

Honorary Consul Richard Pivnicka of San Francisco. 

Currently with nearly 70 students, it is one of the 

largest Czech language school outside the Czech 

Republic. The school features Saturday classes in 

Palo Alto for children aged 18 months to 15 years. It 

also offers Czech as a foreign language for adults. 

With a curriculum that matches subjects taught in the 

Czech Republic, the school provides a unique 

educational experience in the Bay Area. The school 

also hopes to launch two new locations in 2013 (San 

Francisco and the Lafayette/Orinda area). Sample 

lessons in San Francisco will be held for anyone 

interested on January 12, 2013.For more information 

please see: www.czechschoolofcalifornia.com 

Czech School West Coast in Orange County has 

also successfully started its fall semester of Czech 

classes for kids, and for the first time is offering 

class for adults. 

 

 

The 55 children aged 3-13 take classes either on Wednesday 

or Saturdays, and CSWC is seriously considering opening a 

Czech preschool for kids 3-5 years old to begin in February 

2013. The preschool, which will be located in Costa Mesa, 

plans to be open twice a week during morning hours until 

shortly after noon. For more information please follow and 

LIKE their Facebook page and check out their web site at 

www.cswc.us. 
 

The Czech School of Portland held its first ever lessons on 

September 8 with 30 registered children. There are multiple 

classes available, including a chance to study Czech as a 

second language. And to celebrate the holiday season, on 

December 8 at 2:00 p.m., the Czech School of Portland and 

the Central European Coalition are co-organizing a traditional 

“Saint Nicolas Party” (Mikulášská besídka). The Christmas 

event will take place at the Brentwood-Darlington 

Community Center, 7211 SE 62nd Ave., Portland. 

For more information please visit: 

http://czechschoolportland.wordpress.com/  
 

 

The Czech School in Los Angeles has been in session since 

August 26 this year. The school, supported by American 

Sokol in Los Angeles, will also organize a festive “Saint 

Nicolas Party” (Mikulášská besídka). Traditional holiday 

characters are sure to make an appearance, along with the 

customary gifts. The event will be held on Saturday, 

December 8 at 2:00 p.m. at the Czech Consulate.  
 

For information about other Czech schools in California: 
 

CZECH SCHOOL SACRAMENTO 

E-MAIL: MAKY@DR.COM 

 CZECH SCHOOL SAN DIEGO 

 WWW.CZECHSCHOOLSANDIEGO.COM/KONTAKT.HTML 

CZECH SCHOOL IN SAN DIEGO 

  E-MAIL: MHANCOVA@PLATT.EDU 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Founder of the Czech school Iva Crookston (on the right) 

with Honorary Consul General Richard Pivnicka 

 and his wife Barbara 
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Opening of the Czech school in Palo Alto 

http://www.cswc.us/
http://czechschoolportland.wordpress.com/
mailto:maky@dr.com
http://www.czechschoolsandiego.com/kontakt.html
mailto:mhancova@platt.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING CULTURAL EVENTS 
 

Shipping Address 
555 Street Address 

City, State 55555 

 

. 

 

 

 
 
    

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 

Nov. 14, 7:00 p.m.  – Screening of the 

Czech movie “An Earthly Paradise for 

the Eyes” (Zemský ráj to napohled)  

at the Consulate General of the Czech 

Republic 

Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. - Four by Forman 

(Audition, Black Peter) at Billy Wilder 

Theater at Hammer Museum in Westwood 

 

Jan 10 – “Jiří Trnka – Serving 

Imagination” exhibit opening at 7:00 

p.m. and films starting at 8:00 p.m. at the 

Consulate General of the Czech 

Republic 

Oct.31 – Nov.18 (Wed,Thu, Sat, Sun), 

8:00 p.m. – Vanek Trilogy at the 

Theatrum Elysium, La Crescenta 

Dec.8 at 2:00 p.m. – “Saint Nicholas Party”  

(Mikulášská besídka) at the Consulate 

General of the Czech Republic in LA

Jan 10&11 from 2:00 p.m. until 9:00 

p.m.- first round of presidential election 

at the Consulate General of the Czech 

Republic 

Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m. - Four by Forman 

(Loves of a Blonde, The Fireman´s Ball) at 

Billy Wilder Theater at Hammer  Museum in 

Westwood 

January 24&25 - second round of 

presidential election at the Consulate 

General of the Czech Republic

Dec. 19 at 7:00 p.m. – Screening of the 

Czech movie “Guard No.47” (Hlídač č.47) at 

the Consulate General of the Czech Republic 

January 30  at 7:00 p.m.– Screening of 

the Czech movie “3 Seasons  in Hell” (3 

Sezony v pekle) at the Consulate 

General of the Czech Republic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


