Memorandum of Understanding 
on Information Exchange and on Scientific and Technological Cooperation 
between 

the National Centre for Research and Development of the Republic of Poland

and the Technology Agency of the Czech Republic
The National Centre for Research and Development of the Republic of Poland and the Technology Agency of the Czech Republic, hereinafter referred to as “Parties”, recognizing the mutual benefit of scientific and technological cooperation and of information exchange for exploring areas of such cooperation have reached the following agreement:

ARTICLE 1
PURPOSE
The main objective of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be to support and promote bilateral and multilateral scientific and R&D activities and in particular joint projects between Poland and the Czech Republic and to identify and to endorse existing national and international programmes for supporting joint scientific and R&D projects. 
The Parties shall support the establishment of a solid basis for cooperation in science and technology, especially in cutting edge research which shall foster the activities in the areas of common interest along with exercising opportunities given by existing multilateral programmes and initiatives.
ARTICLE 2
PRIORITY AREAS OF COOPERATION

1. The cooperation will be implemented although not exclusively in the following areas:
a) nanoscience and nanotechnology, 

b) information and communication technology, 

c) biotechnology and pharmaceuticals,

d) agricultural and food technology,

e) system-on-chips,

f) genomic medicine,

g) digital archives program,

h) energy technology,
i) sustainable development of transportation,

j) energy resources, 
k) protection of environment,

l) mining industry,
m) other areas identified and agreed-upon by the Parties on the basis of on-going exchange of information and mutual interest of scientists, researchers and entrepreneurs from both countries.
2. The Parties will seek opportunities to agree on the common position of Poland and the Czech Republic concerning the EU policies and actions in the areas of research, development and innovation.
ARTICLE 3
FORMS OF COOPERATION 
The Parties will support and promote the following collaborative activities: 

1) joint seminars, workshops, symposia and other scientific meetings required to identify the most promising areas of R&D in both countries,
2) specific projects of bilateral cooperation in research, development and innovation in the framework of a program mutually agreed upon, 

3) other cooperative activities.
ARTICLE 4
EXPENSES
The cooperative activities shall be on equal basis financially and subject to the budgetary appropriations available to each Party and the applicable laws and regulations of each Party.
TERM AND TERMINATION

This MoU shall enter into force upon signature by both Parties and shall remain in force for a period of five years. It shall then be automatically renewed for a subsequent period of five years, unless either of the Parties gives a written six-month notice to the other Party to terminate this MoU. Termination or expiration of this MoU will not affect activities already approved jointly or in progress under the terms of this MoU.
Done in duplicate in the English language in Prague on the 8th day of November 2012 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties, each acting under due and proper authority, have executed this MoU as of the Effective Date.

	For and on behalf of

The National Centre for Research and Development of the Republic of Poland

Professor Krzysztof Jan Kurzydłowski

Director
	For and on behalf of

the Technology Agency of

the Czech Republic

Ing. Rut Bízková

Chairperson


