Dear Mr. President,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentleman,

Dear guests,

It is my great pleasure and honour to welcome you here at this event which our Embassy initiated at the occasion of 20 years of existence of the Czech Republic and especially to pay tribute to Mr. Václav Havel, the first President of the Czech Republic, a great humanist, intellectual, artist as well as politician and democratic leader. It is just a little longer than one year since Mr. Havel passed away. It is my great honour that we can commemorate together by watching the movie “Citizen Havel” his life and mainly his legacy which in our opinion should not be forgotten.
“A year ago, when the Czech Republic became independent, it was for most of us an occasion more for contemplation than for celebration.” These were the words by which Václav Havel started out his 1994 New Year´s Address towards citizens of the Czech Republic. He continued: “Are we to understand this as an achievement of our political representatives, or as a defeat in struggle for a common country?” and explained: “We soon understood that the pain that the separation of Czechoslovakia brought to many of us was a price we had to pay for our post-November freedom.”
Even 20 years after the split of Czechoslovakia into two independent countries I personally as many of Czech citizens still feel certain unease remembering this division. Mr. Havel stated in his 1994 New Year’s Address that only with the time we will be able to evaluate the historical meaning of the separation. I am persuaded - leaving out certain nostalgia which is always linked with any kind of separation - we can be proud of ourselves regarding what we brought with it. We learnt very quickly to respect this historical moment without any despondency, defeatism and resentment between Czechs and Slovaks. We proved in the test of creation a new type of coexistence and cooperation between both nations linked by a wealth of common Czechoslovak experience. 
Building a country in “a shock of newly attained freedom” and just after the separation of united Czechoslovakia was definitely not an easy process. No personal experience with functioning of democracy and market economy, complicated relations towards some neighbours, starting national extremism in certain part of society – this was the inheritance put into the cradle of the newborn Czech Republic. Against the background of presidential duties and personal life of Mr. Havel through his both presidential mandates between 1993 and 2003, the movie “Citizen Havel” clearly depicts reality of complicated process of building a democracy.
Without doubts, Mr. Havel recreated in the consciousness of Czech citizens what should be the role of the president in our country. In one of his essays, Mr. Havel wrote: “Czech president is meant to be a guarantor, or intermediary, of the continuity of state power, and a representative of the country´s identity and integrity – after all, he represents the country abroad. He should be a certain constant of the constitutional and political system, a ̉fixed star,̉ an institute of  ̉last appeal΄ and a permanent certainty in the midst of the dynamics of democratic development.”
In my opinion, it is not just by coincidence, that the title of the movie we would like to show you,  reads “Citizen Havel.” There might be not only the intention of the Directors of the movie to introduce President Havel in ordinary situations, as a human being, suffering under the lost of his first wife Olga or under his serious health problems. There is intention to introduce President Havel in his complexity, also as an intellectual and artist, a person with profound ideas, but also with unique sense of humour. There is in my view mainly intention to introduce Havel´s importance given to the civic principle as to the pillar of a democratic society and a state. 
Let’s remember his own words: “Talk about civil society is, of course, talk about the character of the state. My feeling is that the Czech nation – just as other mature European nations – has already outgrown the diapers of its modern national awakening and has come to the realization that the nation´s “Czechness” cannot be the sole or even the chief point of its existence, and that the state that represents it must be something a little different and a little more than the mere pinnacle of the nation´s being. Naturally we all acknowledge our nation, we acknowledge its history, its traditions, its cultures and its good customs. We are fond of our language, our landscape, the cities and towns in which we live and the intellectual and spiritual climate of our country. In the same way, however, we acknowledge other levels of belonging. We are members of a family, a church, a community, a profession, an enterprise, a club or political party... Today, the only alternative to the programmatic national state as it has emerged in various forms in Europe over the past centuries is a state founded on the civic principle, a principle that unites people and does not separate them, without of course denying them any of their other affiliations. In fact, it is the only principle that makes it possible for people, freely and in peace with others, to give substance to their affiliations. A truly civic state, shored up by democratic law, is based on understanding for others, not on resistance to them.”
I hope that seeing this movie will make even more understand the great importance of the personality of Mr. Havel for the creation of a new Czech state. His overall life, philosophy and political approach were based on highly moral values streamlining humanity overall. Even if called often as President Dreamer and not always reaching sentiments of Czech citizens, Václav Havel  did not cease to promote in Czech society and world the significance of his motto “truth and love prevails over the lie and hatred” and importance to fight for it. 
I believe that this motto – regardless how ridiculous it may sound in the terms of political reality – has a lot of meaning at the bottom and deserves to be spread even today. As Minister Schwarzenberg, a very close old friend of Mr. Havel, explained in his address at Havel´s Funeral service: “In old Czech language, “trouth” was not just the way things stood, it was also justice and supreme law... Václav Havel of course knew that the word ´truth´ can have a very narrow sense. He also knew that truth, seen in a narrow self-centred way as the one and only truth, is the cause of discord and intolerance. That is why he took ´Truth and Love´ as his motto, as only love can make us listen to the truth of another person, to the truth of others.” Tolerance and decency, but also good will, interest in others, modesty were surly not only the words Mr. Havel so often used in his speeches and literary work. These are the values he strived through his all life to be a reality. 
Thank you for your attention. Thank you also to Mr. Pirro Milkani and Cinema Agimi for their contribution helping us with translation and production of Albanian subtitles. I wish you a very pleasant evening. 
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