22nd HRC: Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, 11 March 2013
The intervention of the Czech Republic 

Thank you, Mr. President,

The Czech Republic aligns itself with the intervention delivered by the European Union.

Mr. Shaheed, we would like to thank you for your latest report.

We deeply regret that the overall bad situation of human rights in Iran by no means improved in 2012. We are concerned about the impact of all reported widespread and systematic human rights violations on the functioning of civil society in Iran, especially less than three months ahead of the Presidential elections. 
We thank the Rapporteur for the focus he maintains on documenting torture in Iran. We are frustrated at the lack of attention by the Iranian authorities to the continued and widespread use of torture in detention and prisons. A formal ban of torture is by far not enough to eliminate this unacceptable practice that appears to be largely tolerated by the Government.

The Czech Republic remains deeply troubled by the shrinking space for freedom of expression and assembly with further erosion of space for independent political activities. Unfortunately, the alarming trend of shutting down the media and newspapers was rather strengthened in 2012. Like you, Mr. Shaheed, we are concerned over the continued arrest, detention, and prosecution of dozens of journalists, among others Mr. Mehdi Rahmanian and Mr. Mohammad Mehdi Emami Nasseri, who are facing charges linked to national security or propaganda against the system. 

The Czech Republic is furthermore troubled by the situation of human rights defenders and lawyers, who are subjected to harassment, arrest and repeated interrogation, like Ms Narges Mohammadi or Ms Nasrin Sotoudeh. 
Bearing in mind article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, we share your concerns Mr. Shaheed, about the limitations placed on the right of Iranian citizens to stand for Presidential office. One could start with the impossibility for women to run up for the president and continue with the opposition members. The two main opposition leaders and former presidential candidates, Mr. Hossein Mousavi and Mr. Mehdi Karoubi, have remained under house arrest since 2010, which will clearly limit the potential for credible, inclusive and participatory presidential elections in 2013.   

We urge the government of Iran to release them, as well as hundreds of other prisoners of conscience. We recall in this respect what Secretary-General mentioned in his report: “The restricting freedom of expression and suppressing social activism will only “set back” development and plant the seeds of instability”. 
Mr. Shaheed, the Czech Republic would once again like to express our full support to your mandate. 

Thank you.

