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�  Leaders in State of the Art machinery with a long tradition of excellen-
ce in production. Built in the Czech Republic since 1793.

�  Over 1000 machines currently in production throughout the world.  
�  Our machines are designed with reliable cast iron components and 

are built for longevity.    
�  We use precision, thin-cutting saw blades (as thin as 0.9 mm).
�  Our machines produce accurate lamellas, ready for face-gluing 

directly after being sawn. 
�  High cost savings in both wood yield and energy use.  
�  Saw blade savings are up to 50% higher when compared to use with 

other systems because of our proven patented Orbit motion. 
�  Our customer’s will receive a quick return on their machinery investment.
�  Wide range of industries use our machinery: flooring, parquets,  multi-

-layer boards, panels, doors, windows, furniture, sport or musical 
instruments and many more.

www.neva.cz

ONE CUT 
AHEAD THROUGHOUT 

THE WORLD
WORLD LEADER SINCE 1793
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IN THE NEXT SUPPLEMENT TO CZECH BUSINESS AND TRADE
The manufacture of machine tools and forming machines has been the main branch of Czech 

engineering for dozens of years. Export is essential for the sector as a whole. What is the 

present situation of the branch in the Czech Republic and what are its prospects? This is the 

theme of the next Supplement to Czech Business and Trade.
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Dear Readers,

Environmentally friendly agriculture, 

organic food, renewable sources of 

energy, low-energy “green” build-

ings... these are themes very fre-

quently discussed in the Czech Re-

public, Europe, and other countries 

around the globe. It is not by chance 

that ecology has been at the centre 

of public interest for several years. 

Individuals, institutions, enterprises, 

and governments are facing the 

decision how to make our planet 

healthier, and how to change con-

duct and habits and thus alleviate 

the impacts of inconsiderate treat-

ment of nature. We, too, have been 

dealing with ecology and agriculture 

in this supplement.

An analysis of the agricultural 

sector has been conducted by the 

ČEKIA agency. After you have read 

it, you shall know how this sector is 

supported by the Government, what 

it is focused on most of all, and also 

how agro-tourism is developing in 

the Czech Republic.

The possibility of using brown-

fields, i.e. dilapidating industrial com-

plexes, deserted former agricultural 

co-operatives, former military areas 

and the like and their enumeration 

are contained in another article of 

this supplement.

Export alliances facilitating foreign 

contacts of Czech enterprises have 

been established under the wings 

of the CzechTrade Agency in the 

last years. We are introducing two of 

them - Czech Water Alliance and the 

alliance České povrchové úpravy – in 

this supplement

Šárka Kratochvílová

Towards a Common European Policy 
in Food Production and Agriculture

The future role of the common European 

policy in food production and agriculture 

in the globalised world is a basic issue in 

the current period, when debates on the 

future of European agriculture are com-

plicated by the current economic crisis. 

Jakub Šebesta, Minister of Agriculture of 

the Czech Republic, has shared with us his 

view of the common European agro-food 

sector.

What can we do for European food 

production and agriculture to fl ourish?

An important thing is to promote regional 

specifics and quality, combined with in-

novation and education. Globalisation is 

not a negative phenomenon, its benefits 

are rapid development and progress. We 

must keep pace with all that is new and 

adjust our activities to demand. We can-

not expect that everybody will be satis-

fied with current achievements for 50 

years. Consumers are very demanding. If 

anyone opts for a conventional product, 

the product must be of the highest qual-

ity. If people do not want tradition, they 

must be offered new things.

A great challenge is the rising volatil-

ity of agricultural commodity prices. It is 

therefore necessary to find correspond-

ing market instruments that will help to 

mitigate the negative impacts of such 

fluctuations and see to it that the manu-

facturer is in a position to maintain ad-

equate income.

The development in the past few years 

has shown that even a long period of rela-

tive stability and good economic results can 

be followed by a sobering chill. 

What challenges and dangers are facing 

the agro-food sector?

Defi nitely it is the current economic crisis 

and in the long run the pressure of cheaper 

imports. I am confi dent that we can face up 

to these problems by higher added value of 

production, based on innovation and top 

technology. Emphasis must be placed on 

high safety, quality, and tradition of Euro-

pean production. This, in my opinion, is the 

way we must follow.

With the accession of new member 

states, the European market has gradu-

ally grown into a compound, which in 

2009 comprised some 500 million peo-

ple. Acute problems have emerged espe-

cially in connection with the accession of 

new states in the past relating to the fu-

ture form of the future common agricul-

tural policy, which must now be tackled. 

As a result of joining the EU, a number of 

changes have taken place in the Czech 

Republic, such as restrictions in sugar 

and milk production, which have mark-

edly affected us, while on the other hand 

a number of new opportunities have 

opened up for us, which Czech business-

men have used to great advantage. 

What are the impacts of the economic 

crisis on food production and agriculture 

in the Czech Republic?

In the current economically complicated 

situation consumers are rather looking for 

cheaper products, which is not a favourable P
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trend. It is to be expected that as soon as the 

situation starts improving, food buyers will 

once again be seeking better quality, which 

means higher added value. In the EU, the 

fall of agricultural trade in 2009 was not so 

sharp as in other parts of the world, which 

testifi es to the ability of the EU to cope with 

the global economic crisis in agriculture. 

Two-thirds of EU exports are processed agri-

cultural products, where the impact of price 

fl uctuations is less in evidence.

At the same time it has become evident 

that the global market needs to be liberal-

ised to the highest possible degree. If the 

market opens up to such a degree, and I am 

persuaded that sooner or later this is what 

will happen, we must be prepared for it and 

be able to react to the supply of cheaper 

commodities. I am certain that the Europe-

an market will be capable of such reaction 

only if European consumers become aware 

that domestic production is of a high stand-

ard and will under all circumstances retain 

that standard. Great attention in the EU 

market liberalisation process, however, will 

have to be paid to ensuring the competi-

tiveness of European producers in the face 

of third-country producers, especially as re-

gards high standards in the area of hygiene, 

welfare, and quality of production, which EU 

manufacturers must meet.

Can European food production exist 

without European agriculture, and vice 

versa? 

The only clear answer is NO, it can not. Not 

only because there are local and traditional 

links within the agro-food sector, but also 

that we cannot neglect the environmental 

and social aspects of the entire sector. What 

has been grown at home must also be pro-

cessed at home. It can hardly be explained 

why we should import raw materials from 

across the world if we are able to produce 

them at home. I know, it is not the cheap-

est way, but Europe sees to the observance 

of its traditions, so let us observe them also 

in agriculture and food production, only this 

is the way to top-standard production, to 

which we are all used and which consum-

ers in third countries expect from European 

production.

How active is the Czech Republic in this 

respect?

I am pleased to say that it is very active 

indeed. The Czech Republic has 24 pro-

tected geographic indications or appel-

lations of origin, with several more ap-

plications being in the pipeline. A great 

achievement was the registration last year 

of the Czech Beer geographic indication, 

which is of great commercial and econ-

omic significance for traditional Czech 

beer brewers. Protected indications en-

able better protection against abuse by 

other, rival trade or manufacturing part-

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS

Flora Olomouc 19-22 August 2010 

� international gardening exhibition

www.fl ora-ol.cz

Earth the Provider, 

České Budějovice 26-31 August 2010 

� restoration and development of the countryside, crop 

and livestock production, farming equipment, food pro-

duction, forestry and water economy, gardening and 

cultivation, services for agriculture

www.vcb.cz

Ekostyl, České Budějovice 26-31 August 2010 

� creation and protection of the environment, environ-

mentally friendly technologies

www.vcb.cz

Pragolinga / Tooltex, Prague 4-6 November 2010 

� 11th contracting and sales exhibition of machines, 

tools, equipment, and materials for the woodworking 

industry / 15th specialised exhibition of machines, tools, 

and hardware

www.pragolinga.cz

ners prone to sponge on the repu tation 

of established indications. In the area of 

guaranteed traditional specialties, the 

Czech Republic co-operates closely with 

colleagues in the Slovak Republic – four 

joint Czech-Slovak applications for the 

registration of selected traditional meat 

products have been submitted in Brus-

sels. In connection with traditional and 

regional foodstuffs, a project has just 

been launched in the Czech Republic, 

the aim of which is an information cam-

paign and effort to raise consumer inter-

est in regional products. Regional prod-

ucts especially have a great potential as 

regards quality.
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Get Acquainted with Czech Agriculture
Vladimír Melichar, analyst, Czech Capital Information Agency, e-mail: melichar@cekia.cz, www.cekia.cz

Before 1989, Czech agriculture was a strongly 

privileged sector within the country’s direc-

tive system, which resulted in its dispropor-

tionate size. In spite of this, its economic ef-

fi ciency was relatively high. The transition to 

a market economy system put high pressure 

to bear on farmers, forcing them to adjust to 

the new economic conditions and sales pos-

sibilities as regards the size, structure, and ef-

fi ciency of their farming enterprise.

Adjustment to EU 
Agricultural Policy
Farming in the Czech Republic comprises 

all crops characteristic of the country’s geo-

graphical position and its climatic condi-

tions. In addition to all the main grain crops 

(wheat, barley, rye, oats, and maize), farmers 

grow sugar beet to make sugar, potatoes, oil 

bearing plants (rape), fl ax, hops, fruit, veg-

etables, and grapevine. The livestock sector 

produces mainly cattle (for milk and meat 

production), pigs, and poultry. Products of 

the Czech agrarian sector are used for both 

fi nal consumption and further processing, 

especially in the food industry. The Czech 

Republic’s agrarian policy has developed 

in two stages. The fi rst stage (revitalisation), 

focusing on the recovery and stabilisa-

tion of the farming sector, was terminated 

in 2001, while the second stage (adapta-

tion) concerned itself with the institutional 

preparation of the country’s accession to 

the EU. The concept of the second stage 

(adaptation) was aimed at the fastest pos-

sible general adaptation to the conditions 

of the EU Common Agricultural Policy in all 

its areas (structural, regional, environmental, 

and rural). 

Support to Agrarian Sector
An important milestone in the development 

of the sector was the Czech Republic’s acces-

sion to the EU (1 May 2004). For the agrarian 

sector, it meant a more than double growth 

of support it received and an important 

increase in the share of EU states in Czech 

agrarian trade (in exports, a rising share of 

raw materials, in imports, a growing share 

of products with higher added value). This 

was accompanied by greater interest in farm 

land, leading to changes in the structure of 

its ownership and to higher rentals, and the 

enlargement of the eco-farming area by ap-

prox. 40% in comparison with the pre-entry 

period. At the same time, higher claims were 

placed on farmers resulting from participa-

tion in the EU Common Agricultural Policy, 

while the structure of the Czech national 

economy was brought closer to that of the 

EU, which resulted in a reduced share of agri-

culture, forestry, and fi sheries in GDP genera-

tion and employment.

Analysis of Agricultural Entities
At the end of 2009, altogether 115 674 busi-

ness entities were registered in the Czech 

Republic, whose core business was agricul-

ture, game keeping, and related activities. 

79.4% of this fi gure was accounted for by 

natural persons and 36.2% by enterprises 

(dominated by limited liability companies), 

cooperatives and other entities. The core 

business of most enterprises (50.2%) ac-

cording to the register was combined pro-

duction. Engaged in pure crop production 

are 11.9% of enterprises and 9.5% enter-

prises devote themselves to pure livestock 

production. The overwhelming major-

ity (90.7%) of companies are controlled by 

Czech entities. Besides conventional agri-

cultural primary production, a number of 

enterprises pursue additional activities, add-

ing value to their own production, such as 

seed, fertiliser, and fodder mixture produc-

tion and sale, slaughter-house operation, 

food production, agricultural services, rental 

of farm machinery, etc. In connection with 

environmentally friendly energy production 

requirements, Czech farmers have greatly 

increased the cultivation of crops suitable 

for that purpose, such as rape, which is also 

used for bio-fuel production. Another such 

crop is sugar beet.

Competition Is Growing
Since the beginning of the 1990s, the share 

of agriculture in the country’s economy 

and in total employment has been declin-

ing, with a gradual dampening down of 

activity in certain manufacturing branc hes 

within the sector. The main causes are 

growing competition pressures and addi-

tional investments needed for the observ-

ance of standards applying to breeding 

equipment technology, environmental 

protection, and other hygienic regulations. 

After the country’s accession to the EU and 

the opening up of its market, Czech agri-

culture was faced with growing imports 

of cheaper foodstuff s. Self-suffi  ciency in 

vegetable products, with the exception of 

rape, has greatly increased and in all these 

commodities domestic production ex-

ceeds domestic demand. In livestock pro-

duction, on the other hand, self-suffi  ciency 

has been reduced.

Poultry Is Growing, 
Cattle Declining
Livestock production covers commodi-

ties such as meat, milk, and eggs, which 

are placed on both the domestic and for-

eign markets. The animal category has also 

declined, especially as regards sheep and 

goat breeding. Cattle and pigs, too, have 

witnessed a decline in production. On the 

other hand, the poultry sector has been 

growing. P
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Arable Land Is in the Lead
Farmland in the Czech Republic covers an 

area of 4.2 million ha. The decisive part of 

this area is arable land, on which diff erent 

crops are rotated depending on the specifi c 

production region and the farmer’s own 

choice. Permanent cultures are grass stands, 

grape vine and hops. The most widely 

grown crops are cereals, covering an area of 

approximately 1.6 million ha, the largest pro-

portion of which each year is accounted for 

by wheat and barley. For the past few years, 

fodder crop, rape, and technical sugar beet 

cultivation has been on the decline. How-

ever, despite the general decline, Czech ag-

riculture as a whole is showing a production 

surplus. 

Development after Joining the EU
After the Czech Republic’s accession to the 

EU, the share of EU states in Czech agrarian 

trade increased signifi cantly. Logically, the 

country’s foreign trade turnover rose sub-

stantially, with slightly lower dynamics of ex-

ports; the overall balance of trade, however, 

remains unfavourable. Trade with third coun-

tries has been limited. The Czech Republic’s 

accession to the EU also meant higher trade 

exchange in eco-farm products (by 40% in 

comparison with the pre-entry period). After 

joining, agro-environmental measures were 

introduced and money spent on eco-agro 

policy has practically trebled in comparison 

with the period before entry.

Agro-tourism
The number of people working in agricul-

ture has dropped to one-quarter of the 

pre-1989 level. After joining the EU, year-

on-year decreases stabilised at 2% to 3%, 

which means a faster decrease in farming 

jobs than in the rest of the EU. The compet-

itive environment on the commodity mar-

ket forces farmers in the EU to set up pri-

mary production enterprises with the aim 

of raising their own competitiveness. Such 

entities hold an important position, there 

are strong marketing organisations linked 

horizontally and vertically (production 

– processing – marketing). In this respect, 

the Czech Republic is still lagging behind 

the EU, in a number of commodities mar-

keting organisations are far from having 

a signifi cant, let alone a decisive share of 

the market. Nevertheless, the situation is 

changing gradually. For domestic farmers, 

agro-tourism still represents a mere alter-

native source of income and is developing 

very slowly. Domestic demand is limited 

primarily by the domestic phenomenon 

of holiday cottaging. Approximately one-

third of agro-farm clients are foreign tour-

ists (mostly from Germany, Poland, and the 

Netherlands), whose favourite destinations 

are the Šumava, South Bohemia, and the 

Krkonoše (Giant Mountains).

Recommendations for the Future
Czech agriculture will continue to be under 

the pressure of rising labour and land costs. 

Investments are needed in technological 

modernisation with the aim of raising pro-

ductivity of labour and overall production 

effi  ciency, in addition to “non-productive” 

investments linked with the ever stricter 

cross-compliance requirements and other 

legislative restrictions. In the years to 

come, the land market will open up fully 

to buyers from EU states and third coun-

tries. The most sensitive problem is live-

stock production with all the scenarios of 

the EU Common Agricultural Policy giving 

absolute predominance to vegetable pro-

duction and massive reduction of livestock 

production.

The article is based on the Agriculture Sec-

tor Analysis published by the Czech Capital 

Information Agency (www.cekia.cz), which 

concerns itself with supplying economic in-

formation about fi rms.
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Brownfi elds to Turn into Shopping 
Centres and Eco Farms

Jiří Sochor, e-mail: jiri.sochor@czechinvest.org, www.czechinvest.org

Abandoned and neglected brownfi eld lo-

calities cover more than three hundred 

square kilometres on the map of the Czech 

Republic. Fortunately, not all lie next to each 

other – if they did, the three hundred square 

kilometres would be equivalent to a city of 

half a million. For an area of just this size, 

public support in the order of billions of 

euros can be drawn thanks to the European 

Union and national grants.

Dilapidating industrial structures, aban-

doned farmsteads of former agricultural co-

operatives, derelict housing estates, former 

military areas, unused factories and old cas-

tles falling apart. The list of brownfi elds scat-

tered all over the Czech Republic would be 

very long indeed. After all, perhaps the same 

as in any other country. In the Czech Republic, 

there are more than 11 000 such localities ac-

cording to CzechInvest Agency, which is try-

ing to manage their regeneration centrally. 

At least some of them, especially those 

near large city centres, provide interest-

ing investment opportunities. Their sup-

ply, however, has been declining in recent 

years. Large repaired brownfi eld projects, or 

projects still under reconstruction, are to be 

found in Prague, Brno, Ostrava and practi-

cally in all larger cities across the country. 

The cooling down of global economy, 

however, has resulted in a slowing down 

of project re-generation or postponement 

until a later time. On the other hand, the 

burst of the property bubble made brown-

fi eld owners in the city centres speculating 

on further property price rises and reluc-

tant at the moment to sell dilapidating 

buildings in attractive localities, start think-

ing. Moreover, the property bubble was 

not extremely infl ated in the Czech Repub-

lic, and subsequently for the past two years 

property prices have been rather stagnant, 

as they did not have anywhere to fall.

Billions from the EU
Very interesting in this connection is the fact 

that the European Union has resources from 

which it makes generous contributions for 

the regeneration of abandoned cultural 

complexes, and from which projects in the 

Czech Republic, too, can benefi t. Support 

can be obtained from 13 EU or national 

subsidy programmes. Dozen billion crowns 

can be obtained for projects ranging from 

railway siding reconstruction to the build-

ing of new research and development cen-

tres. When choosing a suitable subsidy pro-

gramme, one has to decide fi rst of all what 

purpose the brownfi eld should serve. The 

Business and Innovation Operational Pro-

gramme can help investors wishing to use 

the recuperated area for manufacturing in-

dustry projects, strategic services or applied 

research and development; for brownfi elds 

to be used in agriculture after revitalisation 

investors can draw support from the Rural 

Development Programme.

In other cases, support can be obtained 

from Regional Operational Programmes. 

Projects in Prague are supported by the 

Prague – Competitiveness Operational Pro-

gramme. Contaminated brownfi eld sites 

can draw support from the Environment 

Operational Programme. This programme 

also supports the decontamination of 

brownfi elds in protected areas. In addition, 

there are also national subsidies, such as 

the Programme for the Support of Business 

Property and Infrastructure Development, P
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Building of the Zlín Technology Centre after reconstruction
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administered by CzechInvest Agency. Each 

year, the Ministry for Regional Development 

also launches support programmes for 

army brownfi elds coming under commu-

nity ownership.

Helpful Administration
A great advantage of abandoned industrial 

complex regeneration projects is that they 

are unlikely to run up against opposition 

from the authorities. This may be of key im-

portance for certain branches of business. 

Squeezing a new foundry into the regional 

development plan would need a good deal 

of courage from the mayor. If, however, such 

a project is to be set up on a site where activ-

ities in the same line of business were oper-

ated maybe for decades except the past few 

years, the investor will not only fi nd a quasi-

developed infrastructure and trained and 

experienced employees, but also a warm 

reception from the local population. 

The essential problems of brownfi elds in 

the Czech Republic – as in any other coun-

try anywhere in the world – is that dozens of 

owners may claim possession of one site. Of 

course even the claim by just one of them 

may be a problem, and the regeneration 

may come to nothing. The second problem 

is that physically it is not possible to describe 

in detail the more than 11 000 brownfi elds 

which can be found on the map of the 

Czech Republic. 

Brownfi elds Online
CzechInvest Agency helps in solving both 

problems with its online database of Czech 

brownfi elds (ww.brownfi eldy.org/). Cur-

rently, the database off ers several hundred 

brownfi elds described to the slightest de-

tail, which are prepared for regeneration, 

with all property issues already solved.

The database is freely available 24 hours 

a day from anywhere. It has been in opera-

tion since 2008, when one of the stimuli for 

its launching was the experience of an en-

terprise in the north-east of the Czech Re-

public. The core business of the enterprise 

is metalworking. A few years ago, the enter-

prise was faced with the problem of space, 

which at that time was not suffi  cient for it 

to cope with its new orders. Considering 

the line of its business, the brownfi eld was 

a clear choice. The fi rm’s managers spent 

several weeks searching for an ideal site to 

meet their expansion plans. In the end, they 

found an ideal brownfi eld completely by 

chance on their way home from one of their 

visits to another brownfi eld. 

Before setting up the database, CzechIn-

vest undertook a study, the fi rst ever to be 

compiled, which mapped all brownfi elds in 

the Czech Republic. One of the very positive 

conclusions of the study was that only 7% 

of Czech brownfi elds were provably aff ect-

ed by an ecological burden. On the other 

hand, however, another 37% of such locali-

ties may be assumed to have such a burden. 

Nevertheless, this means that not more than 

under 50% of brownfi elds in the Czech Re-

public are contaminated, which in itself is an 

unexpectedly good result.

Look for a Tractor 
on the Brownfi eld
Most brownfi elds in the Czech Republic 

have their origin in agriculture, followed 

immediately by industrial activity. Taken to-

gether, they account nearly to the dot for 

two-thirds of all brownfi elds in the country. 

Also important is the share of brownfi elds 

from abandoned houses of culture, stores 

and other such facilities. Together with 

housing, these two categories account for 

over 15% of all abandoned complexes in the 

Czech Republic. A scar on the map has been 

left by the army, which is responsible for 5% 

of all localities.

As regards the area of the brownfi elds, the 

situation is considerably diff erent. The share 

of army grounds, for example, will jump 

from the original 5% to nearly one-quar-

ter. This shows that the former shooting 

grounds and barracks and other facilities of 

the former Czechoslovak People’s Army oc-

cupied an absurdly vast area of the country’s 

surface at the time of the Warsaw Treaty. The 

share of industrial brownfi elds, in terms of 

surface area, too, is very large, accounting 

for more than 40% of the total area. After 

1990, a number of overgrown giants, fed by 

centrally-managed economy, went bank-

rupt, and the brownfi eld areas left behind 

are beginning to be turned into industrial 

parks or are being re-built into residential 

quarters. About 20% of the total brownfi eld 

area remains for agriculture, which is still 

a very important fi gure.

What Next with Czech
Brownfi elds?
Besides the original purpose of brownfi elds, 

the study prepared by CzechInvest also con-

cerned itself with proposing their ideal new 

use in the particular locality. This was done 

on the basis of the history of the locality, 

previous activities pursued there, the geo-

graphical position of the brownfi eld, and 

everything that could be important for the 

ideal new use of the site.

It is not surprising that the new recom-

mendations completely eliminated the 

army. On the other hand, the share of 

brownfi elds recommended for “mixed ur-

ban functions”, a good technical term for 

PRAGUE: PALLADIUM
The former owner of land on which the Palladium 

shopping centre was constructed a few years ago 

was, from the 1780s, the army, which built a vast bar-

racks complex there, complete with spacious stables. 

A number of famous personalities of the Czech nation 

served at the barracks. Worth mentioning is Czech 

dramatist Josef Kajetán Tyl, actor, novelist, and jour-

nalist, who composed the Czech anthem there. The 

army owned the former George of Poděbrady Barracks 

for the next two centuries until 1996, although in the 

latter half of the 20th century it did not practically 

use it and the whole compound went into decay. At 

the time when the barracks were used by the army, 

the compound was closed to the public. Finally, in the 

early 1990s, the Ministry of Defence decided on its 

more suitable use. 

BRNO: VAŇKOVKA
Vaňkovka, since 2005 serving as a shopping and cultural 

centre, stands in the place of a former factory founded in 

1865. The structure comprises some of the original build-

ings of the former factory, to which new structures have 

been added. In the reconstructed building of the original 

machine plant in the eastern part of the original factory 

now stands the Wannieck Art Gallery. The name Vaňkovka 

is the distorted name of the German founder and original 

owner of the former factory. The reconstructed buildings 

of the original factory are examples of neo-Gothic indus-

trial architecture.

OSTRAVA: KAROLÍNA
Karolína is a vast regeneration project standing in the 

place of a former coal mine and coking plant. Histori-

cally on the outskirts of Ostrava, the complex has become 

completely encompassed by the massive development of 

the city, so that on completion New Karolína will link up 

smoothly with the now historic parts of the city. Coal min-

ing in the locality started in 1837, and the coking plant 

was established in 1858. Both activities grew massively 

with time. Coal was brought to the plant by cable-cars 

from several galleries. In addition to coke, the plant also 

made briquettes. In 1905, an electric exchange was built 

there, which supplied the galleries with power. The cok-

ing plant closed operations in 1964, the electric exchange 

closed down ten years later. Two of the administrative 

buildings have been preserved and are protected as reg-

istered monuments.
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small businesses, gymnasiums, cinemas, 

theatres, cultural facilities, playgrounds 

etc., increased signifi cantly. This indicates 

that originally a large number of today’s 

brownfi elds were located on the outskirts 

of towns. The dramatic town development 

over the past few years, however, has sur-

rounded these localities by new construc-

tion, and renewing former factories now 

standing in the middle of a residential 

quarter wouldn’t make much sense.

On the other hand, somewhat surprising 

may be that the study has recommended 

an even larger number of brownfi elds for 

industry than the original number of such 

structures. At the same time, however, the 

recommended use for most of such sur faces 

is a combination of light industry manufac-

ture and services, i.e. the combination of 

small-scale industrial production with shop-

ping centres.

A similar situation exists in agriculture. The 

centrally planned economy produced huge 

collective farms in agriculture, which associ-

ated farmers from far and wide. This is where 

heaps of infrastructure were left behind, 

which could hardly be used for good ben-

efi t over the past twenty years. Here, too, the 

study in a number of localities  recommended 

the combination of agriculture with other 

activities – eco-farms, accommodation in 

a natural environment, restaurants, and other 

such structures and activities.

In the Czech Republic, as in other indus-

trialised economies the world over, oppor-

tunities for greenfi eld investment are be-

coming scarce. As a result, brownfi elds are 

necessarily becoming increasingly attrac-

tive. Ideally, in the long term, would be for 

brownfi elds to be equally attractive for new 

investments as greenfi elds. This of course is 

a very ambitious goal, so that a realistic tar-

get will be bringing the attraction of brown-

fi eld investments as close to greenfi eld ones 

as possible. 

PREVIOUS USE OF BROWNFIELDS - NUMBER

Region/use army housing tourism
civic 

amenities
industry agriculture other

South Bohemia 21 20 1 32 62 68 8

South Moravia 19 1 0 17 72 64 9

Karlovy Vary 11 8 2 46 66 33 34

Hradec Králové 18 11 0 41 78 81 15

Liberec 2 9 7 30 79 52 23

Moravia-Silesia 9 2 0 29 116 50 26

Olomouc 10 9 5 24 35 105 18

Pardubice 11 13 0 12 60 79 6

Plzeň 24 5 0 26 62 95 2

Central Bohemia 11 1 0 8 35 34 3

Ústí nad Labem 9 12 7 18 87 100 24

Vysočina 1 4 0 21 22 43 7

Zlín 5 0 0 0 11 17 2

TOTAL 151 95 22 304 785 821 177
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PREVIOUS USE OF BROWNFIELDS - SURFACE

Region/use army housing tourism
civic 

amenities
industry agriculture other

South Bohemia 38.47% 8.04% 0.12% 1.57% 27.16% 22.49% 2.15%

South Moravia 19.33% 0.17% 0.00% 3.37% 52.48% 23.11% 1.56%

Karlovy Vary 17.78% 0.56% 0.06% 3.40% 43.00% 12.19% 23.02%

Hradec Králové 44.24% 0.48% 0.00% 3.19% 27.10% 20.40% 4.59%

Liberec 10.61% 1.07% 2.03% 6.27% 45.13% 29.35% 5.56%

Moravia-Silesia 10.41% 0.26% 0.00% 4.02% 63.95% 6.71% 14.65%

Olomouc 34.18% 1.54% 0.30% 1.97% 26.78% 28.87% 6.35%

Pardubice 37.91% 1.14% 0.00% 0.71% 41.55% 13.43% 5.22%

Plzeň 35.75% 0.13% 0.00% 2.65% 32.04% 24.47% 4.97%

Central Bohemia 21.09% 0.48% 0.00% 6.37% 38.39% 28.49% 5.20%

Ústí nad Labem 4.44% 0.55% 1.03% 0.77% 50.18% 15.15% 27.88%

Vysočina 41.56% 0.06% 0.00% 20.70% 7.06% 12.42% 18.19%

Zlín 17.65% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 55.52% 24.85% 1.99%

TOTAL 23.10% 0.90% 0.22% 4.03% 42.64% 18.08% 11.04%
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Investments in Renewable Energy 
Sources in the Czech Republic

Jakub Adam, Markéta Pašková, Wolf Theiss Advokáti, s.r.o., 

e-mail: jakub.adam@wolftheiss.com, marketa.paskova@wolftheiss.com, www.wolftheiss.com

In the EU Accession Treaty, the Czech Re-

public committed itself to raise the propor-

tion of electricity made from renewable 

sources to 8% of gross electricity consump-

tion by 2010. Within the meaning of the 

law, renewable sources are renewable non-

fossil natural energy sources such as wind 

energy, solar energy, geothermal energy, 

hydropower energy, soil energy, air energy, 

biomass energy, landfi ll gas energy, sewage 

gas energy, and biogas energy.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES TO 
PROMOTE ELECTRICITY 
GENERATION FROM 
RENEWABLE SOURCES

Feed-in Tariff s or Green Bonuses
As investment in renewable energy sources 

would most probably not be profi table for 

potential investors without further incen-

tives, the Czech Parliament passed Act No. 

180/2005 Coll., on the promotion of use of 

renewable sources (“Renewable Sources 

Act”) in 2005, to promote the use of renew-

able energy sources and ensure continuous 

increase in the renewable energy share in 

the consumption of primary sources of en-

ergy; the Act gives investors the option to 

choose between two incentives to renew-

able energy generation: guaranteed feed-in 

tariff s for electricity supplied into the grid 

(feed-in tariff ), or “green bonuses”, a sur-

charge on the generated electricity which 

is used directly by the producer or sold di-

rectly to the producer’s customer. The Act 

hereby transposes Directive 2001/77/EC of 

27 September 2001, on the promotion of 

electricity produced from renewable energy 

sources in the internal electricity market.

These two types of incentives may not 

be combined in a single calendar year. The 

producer of electricity is obliged to inform 

the transmission system operator by 30 No-

vember each year of the incentive for which 

they opt for the following calendar year as 

of 1 January. In the case of newly built facili-

ties, the notifi cation must be made no later 

than one month before the launch of the 

production.

The level of feed-in tariff s and green bo-

nuses is set annually by the Energy Regula-

tory Offi  ce (“ERÚ”) in its decrees (the current-

ly applicable ERÚ Price Decisions are Nos. 

4/2009 Coll. and 5/2009 Coll.). The green bo-

nus consists in a premium on the electricity 

market price. A producer of electricity that 

sells electricity generated from renewable 

energy sources at an agreed market price 

to any end customer or electricity trader, or 

that directly uses the generated electricity, 

is entitled, upon the submission of relevant 

documents, to collect green bonuses on top 

of the price from the transmission system 

operator (TSO) or the regional distribution 

operator. The drawback of the green bonus 

system is its higher risk, as the producer has 

no guarantee of selling all the generated 

electricity on the market, and of the price. It 

must actively seek its electricity consumers 

and negotiate the purchase price. 

Interesting Investment 
Opportunity
The minimum incentive period guaranteed 

to the investor for generating electricity from 

renewable energy sources is 15 years from 

putting the generating facility into opera-

tion, which is an interesting investment op-

portunity. The maximum incentive period is 

not explicitly specifi ed by the Act. The ERÚ 

Regulation (a piece of secondary legislation 

of lesser legal force), however, stipulates that 

the feed-in tariff  is guaranteed for the lifetime 

of the electricity generating facility. The life 

expectancy pursuant to the ERÚ Regulation 

is 30 years for small hydro-plants, 20 years for 

biomass, biogas, wind, geothermal, and pho-

tovoltaic power plants, and 15 years for sew-

age, landfi ll, and mine gas power plants.

Investors receive feed-in tariff s or green 

bonuses in the amount set by the ERÚ Price 

Decision eff ective in the year in which the 

facility was put into operation; feed-in tar-

iff s – except for biomass and biogas incin-

eration plants – are indexed by a minimum 

of 2% and a maximum of 4% year-on-year 

depending on the industrial price index de-

velopment. When designing a new facility, 

,investors may take the ERÚ Price Decision 

as a guide, as the feed-in tariff s set by ERÚ 

for the following calendar year may not be 

less than 95% of the feed-in tariff s applica-

ble in the year in which the decision on the 

new feed-in tariff s has been made.

The Senate is currently debating a Govern-

ment Bill to the Renewable Sources Act al-

ready passed by the Chamber of Deputies of 

the Czech Parliament, which is to change the 

guaranteed feed-in tariff s for renewable en-

ergy from those sources whose rate of return 

is less than 11 years. This change will concern 

especially photovoltaics, where, as a result of 

the reduction of photovoltaic panel prices by 

up to 40%, investment costs have declined P
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signifi cantly (their rate of return is allegedly 

estimated to be 8 to 10 years). Under the cur-

rent legislation, ERÚ may reduce the feed-in 

tariff  for electricity generated by new facilities 

by mere 5% year-on-year. ERÚ estimates that 

if the Government Bill is passed, solar electric-

ity feed-in tariff s will be reduced by 30% start-

ing from 2011. 

Tax Benefi ts
Income from the operation of small hydro-

electric power stations with an output up 

to 1 MW, income from wind power stations, 

heat pumps, solar facilities, facilities for the 

production and use of biogas and wood gas 

for energy purposes, biomass-based elec-

tricity and heat generation facilities, facilities 

for the production of biologically degrada-

ble substances defi ned by special regula-

tions, and facilities for the use of geothermal 

energy are exempted from personal and 

corporate income tax in the calendar year in 

which the facilities were fi rst put into opera-

tion and in the following fi ve years. 

Other Potential Advantages
The Ministry of Industry and Trade and the 

Ministry of the Environment off er subsidies 

for “green energy”. The recipients of the 

subsidies, however, are restricted to private 

individuals and municipalities. Other incen-

tives can be obtained for combined electric-

ity and heat generation and for secondary 

sources of energy.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 
GENERATION
Conditions for running business in the area 

of electricity generation are regulated main-

ly by Act No. 458/2000 Coll., on business 

conditions and public administration in the 

energy sectors and on other amendments 

(“Energy Act“). The Energy Act sets out con-

ditions under which ERÚ may issue licences 

for energy generation, transmission, and 

distribution. This Act transposes Directive 

2003/54/EC of the European Parliament and 

of the Council concerning common rules for 

the internal market in electricity and Direc-

tive 2003/55/EC of the European Parliament 

and of the Council concerning common 

rules for the internal market in natural gas.

The use of renewable sources is regu-

lated primarily by the Renewable Sources 

Act mentioned above and by the ERÚ Price 

Decisions, which stipulate the level of feed-

in tariff s and green bonuses. As mentioned 

above, the applicable decisions for 2010 

are Decisions Nos. 4 and 5/2009 Coll. The 

electricity market rules are set out by ERÚ 

Regulation No. 541/2005 Coll. Decrees Nos. 

475/2005 Coll., 51/2006 Coll., and 140/2009 

Coll. were used as a basis for the implemen-

tation of certain provisions of the Renew-

able Sources Act, for setting the conditions 

for connecting the sources to the grid, and 

for electricity price regulation. Specifi c con-

ditions for the use of biomass in electric-

ity generation are laid down by Regulation 

No. 482/2005 Coll. of the Ministry of the 

Environment. 

Licensing Procedures
The following steps must be taken be-

fore electricity generation from renewable 

sources may start:

1.  Prove the title to the land and buildings, if 

applicable, where the electricity generat-

ing facility is to be built (ownership title to 

the property, tenancy).

2.  Perform fact-fi nding procedure under Act 

No. 100/2001 Coll. on the Environmental 

Impact Assessment (“EIA“). The procedure 

is required especially for the following 

projects:
�  Fuel incineration facility with rated heat 

output of 50 MW to 200 MW;
�  Wind power plants with total installed 

output of more than 500 kWe or with 

tower height exceeding 35 m;
�  Hydro-power plants with a total in-

stalled output capacity 10 MWe and 

above;
�  Hazardous waste disposal facilities;
�  Projects that might aff ect bird protec-

tion areas and natural sites of European 

importance.

Facilities with outputs below the above-

mentioned levels are subject to EIA only if 

the authority concerned has issued a de-

cision to that eff ect. The actual procedure 

lasts 5-8 months; in case that special docu-

ments have to be prepared, it may last up 

to two years.

3.  Change of the zoning plan in case that 

the existing zoning plan does not allow 

for the construction of a power plant.

4.  Obtain the zoning and building permits. 

The competent authority is the building P
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offi  ce of the relevant municipality. The 

building offi  ce, similarly to other admin-

istration authorities, has to issue its deci-

sion within 30 days from the opening of 

the proceedings; in more complicated 

cases the period may be prolonged by 

another 30 days.

   Binding positions of the respective au-

thorities must be obtained for the issu-

ance of the zoning and building permits. 

The respective authorities issue their posi-

tions within the same statutory deadlines 

as the building offi  ce. Depending on the 

location of the land, the following author-

ities may be involved in terms of public 

interest protection:
�   Authorities of environmental protec-

tion, nature and landscape conserva-

tion, water management, farmland 

protection;
�   Authorities of forest conservation, air 

protection, and waste management;
�   Health-care authorities;
�   Railway administration offi  ce;

whereas the relevant state administration 

tasks are usually performed by respective 

departments of the concerned munici-

pality authority.

5.  Obtain the fi nal approval for use of the 

electricity generation facility. The com-

petent authority is the building offi  ce of 

the relevant municipality, whose deci-

sions are subject to the above-mentioned 

deadlines.

6.  Obtain the licence from ERÚ for electricity 

generation. In specifi c cases, the licence 

may be obtained before the issue of the 

fi nal approval for use. Licences are issued 

for no more than 25 years. 

The preconditions for individuals to ob-

tain the license are: (i) minimum age of 21 

years, (ii) full legal capacity, (iii) integrity, 

and (iv) professional competence, or the 

appointment of an authorised representa-

tive, where professional competence usu-

ally means completed technical university 

education plus three-year experience in the 

fi eld, or completed secondary technical ed-

ucation plus six-year experience in the fi eld; 

for smaller facilities, lower-level education is 

usually suffi  cient. 

For legal entities, conditions (i) to (iii) 

must be met by members of the statutory 

body. A condition for awarding a licence to 

a legal entity is also the appointment of an 

authorised representative. The person ap-

plying for the licence is required to prove its 

ownership title to or the right of use of the 

power generation facility to be used for the 

licensed operation, or the consent of the fa-

cility owner. The applicants must also prove 

their fi nancial capacity for the operation for 

which the license is required, and the capac-

ity to discharge their obligations for at least 

fi ve years. 

7.  To have the facility connected to the 

grid, the producer must file (i) a written 

application, supported by (ii) the con-

sent of the transmission or distribution 

system operator, and (iii) a contract on 

connection between the applicant and 

the transmission or distribution system 

operator. The operator is required to 

give priority to plants generating elec-

tricity from renewable energy sources 

if the producer applies for connection 

and meets the conditions for electricity 

connection and transmission under the 

Energy Act. 

8.  The last step is a contract with the 

transmission or distribution system op-

erator on electricity supplies or a con-

tract on the payment of green bonuses 

(see above).

Acquisition of Projects 
in Progress
As it is obvious from the above, the li-

censing procedure is not a simple affair. 

Potential investors in renewable energy 

may want to purchase a project already 

in progress, at a certain stage of comple-

tion. In view of the current uncertainty 

regarding possible reductions of feed-in 

tariffs for electricity obtained from solar 

power stations beginning from 2011, an 

interesting alternative is the purchase 

of solar power stations already erected 

and connected to the grid, where the 

projection of future revenues is quite 

simple. 

Champion among Czech Vintners
Miroslav Majer, Vinselekt Michlovský, a.s., e-mail: majerm@michlovsky.com, www.michlovsky.com

Czech vintners know their 2009 champion. 

The wine-maker of the year is Vinselekt 

Michlovský, based in the well-known vine-

growing village of Rakvice in South Mora-

via. It persuaded the jury not only with the 

excellent taste of its wines, but also its sen-

sitive approach to vine-growing. Vinselekt 

thus became the historically fi rst winner of 

the new competition.

Wine-maker of the Year – 
a Somewhat Diff erent 
Competition
The Wine-maker of the Year 2009 compe-

tition was announced by the Wine-mak-

ers’ Fund and the National Winery Centre 

in co-operation with the Association of 

Wine-makers of the Czech Republic. The 

prestigious title is awarded as an all-round 

appreciation of the winery which in the 

previous year best proved a steadily out-

standing quality of its wines, carried awards 

from domestic and foreign competitions, 

participated in promoting Czech wines 

at trade fairs and exhibitions, organised 

dissemination activities and wine tourism 

events for the public, and used innova-

tive technologies in vine improvement 

and cultivation and in wine making. The 

aim of the competition was choosing the 

best domestic fi rm which breaks rank in 

a positive way among wine-making com-

panies. The wine-maker of the year com-

petition diff ers signifi cantly from standard 

competitions in the country, in which the 

competing wines are those selected by in-

dividual makers.

The Wine-maker of the Year 2009 

competition assessed the vineries’ work 

throughout the year, using a number of 

criteria. In mid-January 2010, the assess-

ing commission visited five vineries which 

had won the most nominations, awarded 

points to them, and finally chose the of-

ficial winner.
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Vinselekt Michlovský a.s., established in 1993, in 2003 became a joint-stock company. Today it 

has about 60 employees. It has 120 hectares of vineyards, where cultivation strictly observes 

integrated production rules, with part of the area practicing ecological vine-growing. In addi-

tion to its own grape production, it purchases about the same quantity from other suppliers 

under long-term contracts, who observe the same strict rules and instructions. The company’s 

annual production is more than one million bottles of wine.

The highest production series is Premier, wines with a distinct taste of wines made from per-

fectly matured grapes processed by the most natural technologies and bottled without filter-

ing. The Premier series include Vinum Palaviense with certified origin of the grapes coming 

from Pálava’s limestone hills, Chateau Dowina – extractive wines with a characteristic bou-

quet, ripening in French oak barrels. Other product series are Latitude 49, Harmony, Passio 

Christi, Standard, and Private Archive for collectors. A separate category are original bottle-

fermented effervescent wines Crémant de Vinselekt .

Bio Wine, Winner of Vinex Grand 
Prix Competition
Vinselekt vinery is linked with the per-

sonality of Miloš Michlovský, currently 

one of the most important Czech vine 

growers. A pioneer in biological vine cul-

tivation, he farms 8 hectares of eco-vine-

yards and sells not only wines, but also 

ciders made from grapes bearing the BIO 

label. For his wine Hibernal 2008 late col-

lection BIO, he won the champion title 

at the Grand Prix Vinex competition. It is 

the first time in the seventeen-year his-

tory of this competition that the cham-

pion was a bio-wine. The untraditional 

Hibernal variety has minimum require-

ments for chemical protection. With its 

primacy, Vinselekt Michlovský defended 

its last year’s victory in competition with 

another wine.

Vinselekt Michlovský company is his-

torically one of the most successful par-

ticipants in this competition. It won its fi rst 

Vinex title in 2006, and in 2010 gained the 

prize for the best single maker wine collec-

tion. The competition was entered by 373 

samples, with one in every ten samples 

being a foreign entry.

Vinselekt Michlovský 
Collecting Prizes
At the Wine-maker of the Year prize award 

ceremony, the owner of the company, Miloš 

Michlovský, commented on his remarkable 

success saying: “I am tremendously happy 

that the fi rst title in history has been as-

signed to our Vinselekt. Although accord-

ing to the competition statutes, the award 

should have refl ected 

our 2009 results, I think 

the Jury also took into 

account our ‘merits’ of 

the previous year, our 

continuing and unending innovations, 

the improvement and successful launch-

ing into practice of new hardy varieties, 

the large number of wines we have been 

sending to the Wine Salon of the Czech 

Republic each year, and our successes in 

regional, national, and international wine 

competitions.”

In the past few years, Vinselekt 

Michlovský wines have been cham-

pions in probably all Czech competi-

tions. At Austria’s Awc-Vienna, Vinselekt 

Michlovský a.s. figured repeatedly among 

the world’s 100 best vineries, Vinselekt 

wines were decorated with MUNDUS Vini 

gold and silver medals in Germany and 

at Vinalies Internationales in France. Pál-

ava 2007 grape selection is the first wine 

in the history of Moravian viniculture to 

become absolute champion in a world 

competition – Terravino Israel – held un-

der the auspices of O.I.V.

Miloš Michlovský, owner of the compa-

ny, appreciates the prestigious titles they 

have won, but at the same time says, in 

exaggeration, that they actually did not 

deserve the credit. “First of all I must thank 

the vineyard and the wine. The wine is the 

winner.”

Wine is doing well in the Czech Repub-

lic, its consumption over the past few 

years has been rising. While in 1993 wine 

consumption amounted to 12 litres per 

person and year, now it ranges around 

17 litres. Even so, however, the Czech 

Republic is lagging behind the rest of 

Europe, where average consumption is 

between 25 and 32 litres.
Miloš Michlovský, the founder of Vinselekt
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Crisis Boosting Demand for “Green Buildings“
www.cbre.com

These days, we are witnessing a growing 

demand for low-energy, or at least energy-

saving residential building projects. In com-

mercial construction, this trend is as yet not 

so much in evidence, but even there the 

number of “green buildings” is steadily ris-

ing. A favourable feature is that the would-

be tenants of those buildings are becoming 

increasingly aware that at the cost of higher 

rent they will save on energies.

Interest in “Green Offi  ces”
It might be expected that at the time of 

economic crisis all fi rms looking for offi  ce 

space will only be interested in the locality 

– standard – price combination. Surprising-

ly, it is not so. Recently, it has appeared that 

with the decline in commercial offi  ce space 

rentals would-be tenants and owners are 

increasingly willing not only to buy “cheap”, 

but also to invest in “green buildings”. 

Environmentally friendly buildings are in 

short supply, and so certain tenants and buy-

ers are willing to invest in re-building their inte-

riors so as to create a better working environ-

ment, but also to obtain a certain certifi cation 

label used for energy-saving buildings, which 

can also be obtained for separate spaces.

There is no uniform system in the world to 

assess buildings with regard to environmen-

tal aspects. In a number of states there are 

non-government organisations dealing with 

this issue. In the USA, the best-known certifi -

cation label is LEED (Leadership in Energy & 

Environmental Design), in the UK it is BREE-

AM, in Germany DGNB. All these systems dif-

fer from each other, but in principle all assess 

the “friendliness” of the building and its parts 

to the environment and its users.

Purchase Costs
To obtain the certifi cate, the building or the 

offi  ce spaces must meet specifi c require-

ments, for which points are allotted and the 

total number of points then determines the 

particular category. The LEED certifi cation 

system has three degrees, and to attain the 

highest – platinum – practically all require-

ments must be met. The range of the areas 

concerned is very wide. Emphasis is placed 

not only on the location of the building (good 

public transport accessibility), the materials 

used, which must be based on renewable 

sources and provided by local suppliers, the 

use of renewable energy sources and various 

saving measures, but also things such as the 

possibility of using a bike for transport.

The purchase costs of environmentally friend-

ly buildings are somewhat higher, but in future 

they will yield considerable savings. Also, it is to 

be expected that companies will give priority to 

“green buildings” and a good working environ-

ment, that they will take the environment into 

consideration, and in return will gain the benefi t 

of lower operating costs and other advantages.

Low Energy Intensiveness
In view of the global economic crisis and 

problems with developer project fi nancing, 

the number of “green buildings” is not grow-

ing so fast. The keen interest of investors in 

these buildings, however, is putting pres-

sure on building them. The recently pub-

lished survey carried out by Skanska Offi  ce 

Index reveals that in looking for new offi  ce 

space, Czech fi rms place emphasis on the 

following factors: satisfaction of employees 

and a good working environment, parking 

availability, and close vicinity of main roads. 

As regards cost saving in offi  ce spaces, the 

most important consideration for Czech fi rms 

is energy cost savings (58% of respondents).

A full 79% of respondents said they accept-

ed measures to reduce the environmental 

impact of their activities. The main eco-activ-

ity of the companies, according to the survey, 

is “waste sorting”. The survey also showed 

that the lowering of energy costs is the most 

important factor for Czech fi rms in looking 

for and renting new offi  ce space. A full 77% 

of Czech respondents also said that in their 

opinion, energy saving was an indivisible 

part of every ecologically-minded building. 

Futurama Business Park
An example of a “green” offi  ce building can be 

Futurama Business Park Administration Cen-

tre in Prague’s Karlín District. It is designed as 

a complex of energy-saving buildings, which 

use the most up-to-date technologies. Ac-

cording to the criteria laid down by Directive 

2002/91/EC of the European Council on the 

energy performance of buildings, the Park was 

awarded Class A certifi cation, acknowledging 

its high energy-saving standard. There are sev-

eral ways of saving energies in the complex. 

For example, the glazing and shading system 

is design so as to prevent excessive heat losses 

in the winter season and on the contrary to 

limit by shading the penetration of outer heat 

into the interior in the summer months. The 

centrally controlled shading of glazed surfaces 

brings up to a 20% saving of energy for cool-

ing in comparison with buildings, which have 

no shading system at all. The main heat source 

in the complex is a heat pump in combination 

with an exchanger station. Heat losses will be 

prevented by the cooling and heating system, 

which will prevent the simultaneous cooling 

and heating of diff erent spaces. The air-con-

ditioning units are designed so as to use the 

heat from waste air by recuperation.
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Together to Support Trade Opportunities
http://czech-water.czechtrade.cz

In 2004, an export aliance named Czech Water 

Alliance (CWA) was established with the help 

of CzechTrade government agency, which 

is entrusted with activities aimed at facilitat-

ing Czech fi rms’ entry on foreign markets. 

Czech Water Alliance associates Czech fi rms 

with experience in all areas of water manage-

ment; it currently has 14 members special-

ising in investing, construction, designing, 

and planning projects concerned with water 

management, hydroelectric power stations, 

water reservoirs and other structures, pump-

ing equipment, cleaning and revitalisation of 

water courses, diagnostics and the treatment 

of all types of water (communal, industrial, 

etc.), construction and reconstruction of civil 

engineering systems for whole residential 

quarters and separate units, geology, hydro-

geology, waste-free technologies, control 

systems used in ecology and related branch-

es across the entire water economy.

The Alliance is a response to current trends 

of the world economy, such as internation-

alising business, merging of competitors, 

production outsourcing and raising added 

value in procedurally managed companies.

The principal aims of the Alliance are pro-

motion of its members and enhancement 

of the reputation of the Czech Republic in 

water related issues and their solutions. The 

ways of supporting the members of the Al-

liance include the organisation of seminars, 

publication of catalogues, overseas cooper-

ation and ensuring participation in presen-

tations and exhibitions, for example in Rus-

sia, China, Libya, Romania, Kuwait, Croatia, 

Egypt, Italy, and Greece.

The Alliance as a tool of raising 
the competitiveness of 
enterprises on foreign markets
In 2004, Czech Water Alliance became one 

of the fi rst parts of the Alliance Project of the 

Czech trade promotion agency CzechTrade. 

The Agency decided to choose the most 

advanced Czech export-oriented branches, 

which it associated in Export Alliances with 

the aim of promoting Czech fi rms, their 

products and technologies, and acquaint-

ing foreign customers with them. “I am 

persuaded that Czech water management 

fi rms are absolutely legible to their foreign 

partners,” says CWA’s leader Ivan Nikl, direc-

tor of MAEP, s.r.o. in Chomutov.

What is the main aim of the Czech 

Water Alliance?

We are trying to improve the position of 

Czech fi rms in the area of service and technol-

ogy exports in water management. Thanks to 

the fi rms associated in this alliance we are in 

a position to provide practically the full range 

of services, from the presentation of the fi rms 

and their technologies to the preparation of 

the project, its delivery and realisation.

To ensure the success of any project, one 

has to choose the right strategy. What is 

actually your export strategy?

Our strategy is in harmony with the Export 

Strategy of the Czech Republic for the years 

2007-2011, i.e. promotion of Czech exports. 

Our intention is to raise the export share of 

services and technologies supplied by the 

fi rms associated in the Alliance. In pursuing 

this aim, we want to use primarily simple 

tools. As before, we want to provide services 

for potential foreign clients and furnish sup-

port services to Czech exporters. I must not 

forget the effi  cient use of European funds 

available to fi rms operating in the area of 

water management. We are also taking ad-

vantage of the valuable assistance provided 

by CzechTrade, which is helping us make the 

public aware of the benefi ts the fi rms asso-

ciated in CWA bring to the Czech economy.

Which are the benefi ts Czech 

water management fi rms can 

bring to foreign partners?

I am convinced that Czech water manage-

ment fi rms are absolutely legible to their 

foreign partners, mainly thanks to the coun-

try’s membership of the European  Union, its 

strategic geographic position in the centre 

of Europe, and in particular the wide range 

of its reference deliveries and realisations 

throughout Europe and beyond. I think 

that a great asset is the availability of highly 

educated and trained experts with a corre-

sponding knowledge of foreign languages. 

The products and technologies are unequi-

vocally of the highest world standard. If, how-

ever, we do not make our foreign customers 

acquainted with those facts, there can be no 

talk of any expansion to foreign markets. 

The words which you have just said may 

be understood subjectively; can they be 

measured in an objective way?

You are right. They may sound subjective. 

But they can be easily supported by facts. It 

is CWA’s aim that the fi rms it associates be 

continuously benchmarked against foreign 

competitors. We make our own surveys to 

CZECH EXPORT ADVANTAGES
What is the potential of the Czech Republic in exports? 

The principal advantages are the country’s well-edu-

cated manpower, reasonable cost of the work of technical 

specialists, strategic geographical position of the Czech 

Republic in the heart of Europe, and close relations with 

Eastern Europe.

WHAT ARE EXPORT ALLIANCES?
An export alliance is an association of fi rms operating in related 

branches of business, whose products or services complement 

each other and the aim of which is concerted action and op-

eration on foreign markets. Export alliances are a way of getting 

easier access to orders which smaller Czech fi rms have less of 

a chance of winning. The point is to get together an association 

of fi rms that will completely cover a large project, from designing 

and plan preparation to the supply of all parts and their assembly, 

and with follow-up service. CzechTrade Agency has so far initiated 

the creation of 21 export alliances. 

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
TO FOREIGN PARTNERS
� Czech consulates
� 33 CzechTrade offi  ces
� Information service
� Help with choosing a partner
� Business trips and meetings
� Investment help and advice

Ivan Nikl
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fi nd out whether foreign companies are in-

terested in fi rms associated in CWA. In this re-

spect, we cooperate very closely with Czech-

Trade, specifi cally with the agency’s offi  ces 

abroad. We also promote cooperation with 

the economic and commercial sections of 

Czech embassies in other countries.

You also mentioned services 

for foreign partners; which specifi c 

services can you off er?

The character of such services is more or less 

informative. Nowadays, information is one 

of the most valuable and most expensive 

commodities. We want to off er foreign part-

ners assistance in their search for suitable 

suppliers in the Czech Republic and off er 

them tailor-made business trips and meet-

ings with Czech water management fi rms.

Where, besides getting information for 

your surveys of interest, do you see the 

usefulness of CWA’s cooperation with 

CzechTrade offi  ces abroad?

The employees of CzechTrade’s foreign of-

fi ces are the best ambassadors of the fi rms 

associated in CWA we can have abroad. 

Their experience and know-how are instru-

ments that lead to the provision of services 

for foreign partners, as we said before.

What achievements can CWA and the 

fi rms it associates pride themselves on?

I wouldn’t speak of separate achievements. 

We are a team, and the fi rms associated in 

CWA look upon their achievements as the 

success of the entire Alliance. Confi rmation 

of this is the export success, for example of 

ASIO, s.r.o. Other successful exporters are Tes-

la, a.s., Centroprojekt a.s., Vapo, s.r.o., Rekuper 

Sychrov s.r.o., PRESSKAN system a.s. and Teco 

a.s., to name just some of them.  Complete 

CWA deliveries to foreign markets are worth 

dozens of millions of EUR. These results could 

never be achieved if the fi rms’ experts were 

not prepared to put all their professional skills 

and experiences to work to ensure their com-

mon success in meeting the highest – quality 

requirements placed on the technology they 

supply. 

Does CzechTrade also fi gure in these 

endeavours in some way?

Of course it does. CzechTrade did not help 

us only to attain our good results. Recently, 

thanks to the Agency’s cooperation, in par-

ticular to Mr Martin Hlavnička, we scored an 

export success at the presentation of water 

management fi rms in Petersburg, specifi cally 

the fi rms PRESSKAN and VAPO. We managed 

to address and win new customers, and now 

we are at the stage of preparing a project for 

the entry on the market by several members 

of the Alliance. With the support of the Minis-

try of Industry and Trade, we are now prepar-

ing for participation in exhibitions in Moscow, 

Munich, and Lyon.

LIST OF CWA MEMBERS

ASIO spol. s r.o. 

Supplier of container packed wastewater 

products i.e. wastewater treatment plants, oil 

separators, grease traps, shaft pumping, etc.

www.asio.cz

BKG úprava vody s.r.o. 

Leasing manufacturer of water treatment 

plants for process, drinking, and ultrapure 

water focusing primarily on the various de-

velopments of membrane technology.

www.bkg.cz

CENTROPROJEKT a.s.

Provider of professional design and consulting 

engineering services with more than 80 years 

experience in the civil engineering sector.

www.centroprojekt.cz

CINK Hydro-Energy k.s. 

One of the leaders in deliveries of technolo-

gy for small and medium-sized hydropower 

stations. The goal of the development team 

of CINK Hydro-Energy is to change water 

potentials in cooperation with our custom-

ers all over the world into profi table and en-

vironment–friendly sources of energy.

www.cink-hydro-energy.com

ECOFLUID Group, a.s. 

Highly innovative organisation oriented to 

the realisation of the innovation project of UP-

FLOW SLUDGE BLANKET FILTRATION (USBF) 

technology used in the chemical treatment of 

surface and ground water for municipal and 

industrial use as well as the biological treat-

ment of municipal and industrial waste-water.

www.ecofl uid.cz

HSI com s.r.o. Plzeň 

One of the Czech most noted solution work-

places of Integraph and Bentley Systéme 

companies. Its activities are mostly targeted 

on geographical information systems. HIS 

COM develops CAD applications.

www.hsicom.cz

MAEP s.r.o.

A leader of CWA, company developing busi-

ness relations between the Czech Republic 

and the EU and the countries of the Russian 

Federation and Asia. 

www.maep.cz

MARVES v.o.s.

The company’s core business is the pro-

vision of comprehensive services in the 

area of technological process automation. 

It manufactures a variety of electronics 

components.

www.marves.cz

MICO, spol. s r.o.

The company provides services and under-

takes repairs of all industrial valves including 

separators, pressure vessels and exchangers.

www.mico.cz

PRESSKAN system, a.s. 

The company off ers its own know-how to 

design pressure systems and is the exclusive 

supplier of the PRESSKAN® low-pressure 

sewer system.

www.presskansystem.cz

REKUPER SYCHROV s.r.o. 

The company’s core activity is the manu-

facture of ventilation units with heat re-

cuperation, intended in particular for hall-

type buildings, including their design and 

installation.

www.rekuper.cz

TECO, a.s.

Is an important supplier of TECOMAT in-

dustrial controllers used by water sup-

ply and waste water plants. As TECOMAT 

is a powerful general purpose control 

system, it can be used in central heating 

plants, the food industry, the chemical in-

dustry, and other sectors.

www.tecomat.cz

TESLA, a.s.

The Water Treatment Solutions Division of 

the company has been successfully oper-

ating for several years in waterworks en-

gineering and in water supply and waste-

water treatment plants. It supplies drinking 

and industrial water plants, including devel-

opment, planning, production, and putting 

the units into operation.

www.tesla.cz

VAPO, s.r.o.

 VAPO specialises in two fi elds: rubberised 

fabric products and moulded mechanical 

rubber parts. The rubberised-fabric products 

include sealing bags for piping, lifting bags, 

sealing bags for fi ssures, sealing wedges 

and pipe rehabilitation packers. Other rub-

berised-fabric products are made to the 

specifi c requirements of customers.

www.vapo-sro.cz
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Surface Finishing under the Wings of CzechTrade
Martin Mokroš, Leader of Czech Surface Finishing Alliance, e-mail: mmokros@galatek.cz, www.galatek.cz

The Czech Surface Finishing Alliance (CPU) 

was established in June 2006 with the aim 

of off ering potential clients a strong group 

that will solve their problems in the area of 

surface fi nishing comprehensively, with the 

corresponding guarantees. It is an associ-

ation of four fi rms – ALTA, EST+, GALATEK 

and OTECO – all supplying equipment for 

the surface protection of materials. The 

fi rms’ production programmes are designed 

so as to complement each other, thus 

eliminating competition within the Alliance 

and strengthening its competitiveness as 

a whole, primarily on foreign markets.

Czech Experiences
These Czech fi rms off er their experience 

and know-how in dealing with surface fi n-

ishing issues. They have a strong intellectual 

and material potential and in co-operation 

with the specifi c customers they are in 

a position to realise the surface fi nishing of 

their products to a high level. All the associ-

ated companies are certifi ed in accordance 

with ISO 9001:2000 quality standard and ISO 

14001:2004 environmental management 

standard.

Comprehensive 
Execution of Orders
As part of their engineering services, these 

Czech fi rms are in a position to meet the 

specifi c requirements of customers at all 

stages of the project. They propose the use 

of the most suitable technologies, with veri-

fi cation, prepare the complete project, in-

cluding its approval, evaluate the economy 

of operation, and prepare expert opinions.

Under the Wings of CzechTrade
CPU was established under the auspices of 

CzechTrade state-run agency, the main initi-

ator of its establishment being its represen-

tation in the Russian Federation, specifi cally 

Ekaterinburg. The Offi  ce has signifi cantly 

infl uenced the development of the new Al-

liance. It recommended that in addition to 

arranging exhibitions, it should also focus 

on the presentation of their supplier pos-

sibilities, addressing potential customers, 

while taking advantage of the information 

backing and the experience of CzechTrade. 

Very successful, for example, were the pres-

entations in the Russian Federation, specifi -

cally in Chelyabinsk, Ekateringurg, and Pe-

tersburg and in Zagreb, Croatia. 

Establishment of Trade Contacts
The result of all these presentations is not 

only information about the possibilities of 

the Czech fi rms, but also the establishment 

of a large number of contacts, some of 

which have already led to the realisation of 

business deals. Much of the success of these 

presentations is due to CzechTrade Agency, 

which is well acquainted with the local en-

vironment. Each of CzechTrade’s represen-

tations – in Ekaterinburg, Petersburg, and 

Zagreb – has prepared for the Alliance, on 

Alta Concrete Works Kiev – a technological unit of ALTA company
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the basis of its knowledge, a list of potential 

partners and customers. All of them have 

organised their own presentations, with the 

participation of representatives of the Czech 

State and local state organisations.

Trade Fairs and Exhibitions
Other important activities of CPU are its par-

ticipation in selected trade fairs and exhibi-

tions. The Alliance participates regularly in 

ExpoCoating in Moscow, as well as in other 

events, such as national exhibitions, mis-

sions of businessmen, etc.

All these activities are of great economic 

importance. Thanks to CzechTrade’s back-

ing, greater attention is paid to the Alliance 

in various programmes, and jointly organ-

ised events, such as participation in select-

ed trade fairs, are subsidised fi nancially. This 

brings valuable cost savings, especially in 

the area of marketing.

Membership of CPU has a number of  other 

advantages. Besides the amalgamation of 

fi nancial means for joint promotion the 

member fi rms benefi t from the exchange of 

information about potential customers and 

the experiences gained in the realisation of 

joint projects. 

CPU Members 
Introduce Themselves
EST+, A. S. BASED IN LEDEČ NAD SÁZAVOU

Paint Shop Equipment with Accessories

EST +, a.s. is the only manufacturer of pro-

fessional spraying technology in the Czech 

Republic. It commenced development and 

manufacture of this equipment as far back 

as 1951. From the very beginning, its pro-

gramme has been oriented towards the 

development and production of spraying 

equipment for the application of liquid and 

powder paints, with deliveries of sets for 

surface fi nishing.

EST+, a.s., Podolí 1237, 584 01 

Ledeč nad Sázavou, Czech Republic, 

Phone: +420 569 726 097, +420 569 726 094, 

Fax: +420 569 726 096, e-mail: est@estplus.cz

  www.estplus.cz

OTECO CZ, SPOL. S R.O. BASED IN BUČOVICE

Shot Blasting Equipment

OTECO CZ, spol. s r.o. was established in 1992 

as a manufacturing fi rm for Austria’s OTECO 

GmbH Wien, a company with a long shot 

blasting tradition. Today it manufactures the 

full range of blasting equipment in its plant 

in Bučovice. Its products comprise both 

compressed air shot blasting machines and 

shot blasting machines with impellers. The 

machines are manufactured serially or are 

“made to measure”, according to the specifi c 

requirements of customers.

OTECO CZ, spol. s r.o., Slavkovská 853, 

685 01 Bučovice, Czech Republic

Phone/Fax: +420 517 383 506, 

+420 517 383 519, e-mail: oteco@oteco.cz

  www.oteco.cz

GALATEK, A.S. 

BASED IN LEDEČ NAD SÁZAVOU

Paint Shops and Accessories

GALATEK, a joint stock company established 

in 1990, supplies complete paint shop 

equipment and surface fi nishing lines. Its 

machines and equipment for surface fi n-

ishing shops comprise surface preparation 

equipment, paint cabins for the application 

of liquid paints, cabins for powder plastic 

compound application, drying and burning 

furnaces, transport and handling machines 

and application equipment. 

GALATEK a.s., Na Pláckách 647, 584 01 

Ledeč nad Sázavou, Czech Republic, 

Phone: +420 569 714 111, +420 569 721 121, 

Fax: +420 569 714 202, 

e-mail: lakovny@galatek.cz, 

www.galatek.cz

ALTA, A.S. BASED IN BRNO

Comprehensive Commercial, Financial, 

and Engineering Services in the Area of 

Engineering

Since 1991, Alta, a.s. has specialised in trading 

with Central and East European countries. 

The company’s core business is engineer-

ing. Its activities comprise comprehensive 

commercial, fi nancial, and engineering serv-

ices, which ensure the high competitiveness 

of the company. It has a network of foreign 

representations: in the Russian Federation 

(Moscow, Ekaterinburg, and Petersburg), the 

Ukraine (Kiev, and Komsomolsk), and Belarus 

(Minsk, and Zhodino). These representations 

are one of ALTA’s greatest assets. It special-

ises in the export of whole plants, machine 

tools, engineering goods, and machinery 

for the heavy industry. Its main import items 

are metallurgical and power generating ma-

chines and equipment.

ALTA, a.s. – offi  ce, Štefánikova 41, 

602 00 Brno, Czech Republic

Phone: +420 541 550 111, 

Fax: +420 541 550 555, e-mail: offi  ce@alta.cz

  www.alta.cz

GALATEK Continuous lines OTECO CZ machinery
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Agriculture Is Drawing Finance 
from Various Programmes

Communication Department, Ministry of Agriculture, www.eagri.cz

In the Czech Republic, the agriculture 

sector does not account for the larg-

est share of GDP and employment, but 

its role in supplying the population with 

foodstuffs and its importance for the so-

cial area and the natural environment are 

irreplaceable. 

The primary sector creates about 3% of 

total gross added value and accounts for 

3.8% of total employment. A characteris-

tic feature of Czech agriculture is its large 

farming enterprises, whereby it differs no-

ticeably from the structure of European 

agriculture formed mostly by small, often 

family farms. The average surface of tilled 

land per farming enterprise in the Czech 

Republic is 84.2 ha. The priority task of ag-

riculture, besides supplying good-quality 

food, is to ensure environmental protec-

tion, including good living conditions for 

animals, use of renewable energy sources, 

and care for the countryside.

Rural Development Raises 
Competitiveness Not Only 
in Agriculture
The Czech Republic’s Rural Development 

Programme covering the 2007-2013 period 

is an instrument for obtaining EU support 

from the European Agricultural Fund, which 

serves four rural development purposes: to 

improve the competitiveness of agriculture, 

food production, and forestry (axis I), raise 

biological diversity, protect the water and 

the soil and mitigate climate change im-

pacts (axis II), improve the quality of rural life 

and support the diversifi cation of the econ-

omy of agriculture (axis III), and help the 

local population in rural micro-regions to 

prepare their own development strategies 

based on the “from bottom to top“ principle 

and support projects for their development 

– the LEADER method. The total volume 

of fi nance available for the Rural Develop-

ment Programme, together with a contri-

bution from the state budget, amounts  to 

about CZK 100 billion (EUR 3.6 billion) for 

2007-2013.

The following measures are focused on 

business promotion outside the agricul-

ture sector within axis III:

Measure III.1.1 Diversifi cation of non-agri-

cultural activities. The measure supports 

farmers wishing to start activities in the 

area of production and processing, or en-

large them. The support is available for 

selected areas of economic activity. An im-

portant part of the support is reserved for 

the construction of facilities for renewable 

energy source processing and use. The 

budget for  the entire period of the pro-

gramme is approx. CZK 3.8 billion (approx. 

EUR 150 million). 

Measure III.1.2 Support for starting en-

terprises and their development. The 

measure is aimed at supporting the start-

ing of new enterprises of the smallest size 

– micro-enterprises and the development 

of existing ones in the area of production 

and processing. The aim of the measure is 

primarily to create new jobs and develop 

the economic structure of non-agricul-

tural activities. The support is mainly fo-

cused on small businesses and trades (e.g. 

joinery, carpentry, smith craft, upholstery, 

etc.), services for farmers (e.g.  machine 

and equipment repair services), and retail 

trade. Support is also available for the con-

struction of renewable energy processing P
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More detailed information about the terms and con-

ditions for obtaining a subsidy under the above meas-

ures can be found on the web sites of the Ministry of 

Agriculture (www.eagri.cz) and the State Agricultural 

Intervention Fund – SZIF (www.szif.cz).

facilities – the budget for the programme 

period amounts to approx. CZK 2.6 billion 

(approx. EUR 100 million).

Measure III.1.3 Tourism support is designed 

to support the promotion of agrotourism, 

especially the construction of low-capacity 

accommodation facilities, including cater-

ing and sports surfaces. Support can be 

obtained for pedestrian path building and 

marking, with rest areas or riding paths; the 

budget for the programme period is approx. 

CZK 2 billion (EUR 80 million).

Application Processing
All the measures mentioned above ap-

ply to projects submitted within applica-

tion reception deadlines. The applicant 

requesting the subsidy must fi rst prepare 

the project according to a binding project 

outline shown in the Applicant Rules (the 

Rules are available at www.mze.cz or www.

szif.cz), to which the required annexes 

must be attached. As soon as the reception 

of applications opens (usually announced 

once a year), the applicant will complete 

the application form and submit his project 

to the regional department of the State 

Agricultural Intervention Fund, which is 

the fi nancing agency. At that moment the 

applicant can start work on the actual realis-

ation of the project. As in the case of most 

measures, the subsidies are paid in retro-

spect. The applicant will fi rst realise the 

entire project and pay for it, and after that 

will submit an application for payment, to-

gether with the required documents. If all 

requirements are met, the subsidy will be 

paid. In the case of the above-mentioned 

measures, the subsidy is up to 60% of eli-

gible expenses.

Fisheries Operational Programme
Another subsidy title for drawing money 

from EU funds coming under the compe-

tence of the Ministry of Agriculture is the 

Fisheries Operational Programme 2007-

2013 (Fisheries OP). Under this programme 

money can be drawn from the European 

Fisheries Fund (EFF) for the years 2007-2013 

for the fi sheries sector. Subsidies made avail-

able from the Fisheries OP amount to CZK 

1 billion (approx. EUR 290 million). The sub-

sidies are designed for micro-enterprises 

and small, medium-sized, and certain large 

enterprises. 

Subsidies are provided on the basis of 

applications to be submitted within the 

time limit announced by the Minister of 

Agriculture. Subsidy applications are to 

be addressed to the regional department 

of the State Agricultural Intervention 

Fund in the region, in which the project 

is realised. The subsidy amounts to 60% 

of the eligible costs of the project and is 

paid out after the payment application is 

approved. 

Poll of Successful Companies Operating in the Areas 
of Ecology, Agriculture, and Wood Processing

NEVA-TRADE, s.r.o.
Husova 537, 378 21 Kardašova Řečice

Phone: +420 384 377 121

E-mail: neva@neva.cz, www.neva.cz 

Turnover: EUR 5 million

Number of employees: 130

Export: 90% of production

NEVA is a Czech engineering company with 

a long tradition of excellence in the manu-

facture of thin-cutting machinery. The com-

pany fi rst opened its doors in 1793 and now 

NEVA machines are in production in over 30 

countries worldwide.

Neva machines are designed to cut wood 

into precision thin slats and are known 

world-wide for their quality, reliability, and 

longevity.  We produce:
� Thin-cutting frame saws
� Thin-cutting band saws
� Saw blade and band grinders
� Stellite saw blades and bandsaw blades

The machines and tools that we produce are 

designed for cutting very thin and accurate 

wooden lamellas.  These lamellas can be used 

without further processing in a variety of ap-

plications including fl ooring, parquets, multi-

layer boards, windows, doors, furniture, sport 

equipment and music instruments.

Your company is a regular participant in 

the various international exhibitions that 

occur throughout Europe. What do you 

expect to achieve by participating? Has 

your participation brought good results 

for sales?

Our company participates in these events in 

order to get new contacts and trade part-

ners. We frequently introduce new machin-

ery and technology, and also use these oc-

casions to strengthen our existing contacts. 

In recent years, our focus has been more 

about meeting with our current customers 

and enhancing our position in the market.

 

How are you tackling the consequences of 

the economic crisis, and how do you see 

the future of the company?

We have adjusted the capacity of pro-

duction to meet the lower demands, 

and have reduced our costs, just as most 

companies are doing.  We are seeking 

new markets and are being creative in 

our marketing in order to increase sales 

and reduce costs.



| 2 2

S U R V E Y

TOP FIRMS IN  CZECH AGRICULTURE, ECOLOGY, AND WOOD-PROCESSING INDUSTRY

Name Based in Sector Contact

Imos Brno, a.s. Brno
construction of water-management, engineering and ecological 

structures
www.imos.cz

AGRICO s.r.o. Třeboň grain processing and storage, breeding www.agrico.cz

ŽDB Group, a.s. Bohumín wire production, foundry, and metallurgy www.zdb.cz

Dřevotvar - Řemesla a Stavby, s.r.o. Chýnov cabinet-joinery, special building work www.drevotvar-ptak.cz

Veolia Voda Česká Republika, a.s. Praha water production and distribution www.veoliavoda.cz

Živa zemědělská obchodní, a.s. Klášterec nad Orlicí machines sales and service, farming, wood production www.ziva.cz

A.S.A. České Budějovice, s.r.o. České Budějovice waste disposal and communal services www.asa-cz.cz

Beskyd Agro, a.s. Palkovice agricultural and forestry production www.beskydagro.cz

Zemcheba, s.r.o. Vodňany agriculture, fruit-growing, livestock production www.zemcheba.cz

GEOtest Brno, a.s.
Šmahova 112, 627 00 Brno

Phone: +420 548 125 111

E-mail: trade@geotest.cz, www.geotest.cz

Turnover: EUR 16 600 000 

Number of employees: 133

Export: Turnover of exported services rang-

es around EUR 1.1 million; services are the 

same in the Czech Republic and abroad.

GEOtest Brno, a.s., is one of the largest Czech 

companies operating in geology and envi-

ronmental protection.  It is a reliable partner 

with a tradition of more than 40 years and an 

established, experienced team of profession-

als with a long practical international expe-

rience. GEOtest Brno, a.s. provides services 

in the following branches: protection and 

remediation of groundwater and rock envi-

ronment, disposal of old ecological burdens, 

hydrogeology, geotechnical work  and engi-

neering geology, geophysics, environmental 

studies (Environmental impact assessment 

– EIA, environmental audit, environmental 

risk assessment, feasibility studies), manage-

ment systems (ISO 9001, ISO 14001 or EMAS, 

IPPC, OHSAS), waste management, landfi lls, 

cleaner production, hydro-chemical labora-

tories, and soil-mechanics laboratories.

Where do you see the main interest of 

your clients at this time?

It is especially engineering geology research 

for motorways and roads.

Can you mention some of the largest and 

most important projects of your company 

abroad?

Very important are our operations in Bos-

nia and Herzegovina – we are supplying 

technology for the introduction of an in-

tegrated system of waste management in 

the Una-Sana Canton. Another large project 

is in Mongolia, where we are helping in ar-

eas suff ering from drinking water shortage; 

technology for water treatment and protec-

tion of water resources.

JIP - Papírny 
Větřní, a. s.
Papírenská 2, 382 11 Větřní

Phone: +420 380 909 231

Fax: +420 380 909 274 

E-mail: info@jip.cz, www.jip.cz

Turnover: EUR 80 million

Number of employees: 750

Export: Exports go to Germany (16%), Slo-

vakia (11%), the United Kingdom (8%) and 

other countries.

JIP – Papírny Větřní, a. s. endeavour for long-

lasting prosperity is based on tradition, high 

quality, fl exibility, and super-standard rela-

tions with our business partners. Due to suc-

cessful sales around the globe, we have ex-

tensive  experience in the fi eld of wrapping 

and printing paper and can off er a broad 

range of paper for all purposes.

What are the advantages of the paper 

you make? What properties would you 

emphasise? How are they achieved?

We are focused on special thin paper prima-

rily designed for food wrapping. Our main 

segments include paper bag manufacture, 

paper waxing, lamination and printing, and 

other production includes ribbed paper, 

and wet-strength and grease-proof paper. 

JIP has equipment for the annual manufac-

ture of 3 000 tons of paper bags, 10 000 tons 

of sheets, and 500 tons of paper with fl exo-

graphic print. The main advantages of JIP 

paper are super-standard quality and hygi-

enic accreditation for food contact awarded 

by the renowned company ISEGA.

Great emphasis is being laid on environ-

mentally friendly manufacturing. How is 

your company taking care of the environ-

ment in this respect?

We are in compliance with all valid envi-

ronmental  standards. The most recent sig-

nifi cant  investment in this area included 

the construction of a new waste-water treat-

ment plant, and the change of fuel from coal 

to natural gas. Reference must be made of 

the increasing share of recycled paper, which 

is coming close to 1/3 of the total fi bre con-

sumption. The planned strategic investment 

will be focused on ecology, specifi cally on 

further increase in the share of recycled pa-

per and change of fuel to biomass. 
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PP Agency is off ering a new 

issue, 17th in line, of Doing Business 

in the Czech Republic, an exclusive 

publication jointly prepared by 

organisations such as the Ministry of 

Foreign Aff airs, the Ministry of Industry 

and Trade,  the Ministry of Finance, the 

Ministry for Regional Development, 

the Czech Chamber of Commerce, the 

Confederation of Industry of the Czech 

Republic and others. 

This annual publication features economic, 

business, and practical information, 

essential to foreign businessmen and 

investors for successful trading on the 

Czech market. An integral part of Doing 

Business in the Czech Republic is a directory 

of commercial institutions, associations and 

companies interested in establishing ties 

with foreign partners.

The publication can be ordered 

in English, or Russian at 

www.ppagency.cz

Looking for a Comprehensive 

Source of Information on 

the Business Environment 

in the Czech Republic?
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