Human Rights Council, 24th Session

Item 4 – General Debate

Statement by the Czech Republic

Mr. President,

My delegation supports the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union.

The Czech Republic remains deeply concerned with the deplorable human rights situation in Syria and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, as expressed in our statements during the interactive dialogues. We continue to follow closely the human rights developments in Egypt and recall our messages conveyed during the Interactive Dialogue with the High Commissioner for Human Rights last Monday.  

The Czech Republic is also deeply worried about the situation of religious minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran. We continue to receive reports about discrimination some of the religious communities face. In particular, the Czech Republic strongly rejects any form of discrimination and physical attacks against members of Bahá´í community and urges the government of Iran to launch an investigation of such incidents, including the most recent alleged murder of Mr. Ataollah Rezvani. We remain concerned over the situation of journalists and human rights defenders, over the erosion of the independence of the legal profession. Significant and unreasonable limitation placed on the right of Iranian citizens to stand for Presidential office also attracted our attention.

The Czech Republic follows with great concern preparations of amendments to the Electoral Code in Belarus. If adopted, further restrictions on political participation would be brought in and more challenges to the transparency and fairness of the electoral process would be posed. We call on the Government of Belarus to review and fully implement the recommendations of the High Commissioner as well as those made over time by the OSCE.  

The Czech Republic acknowledges developments in the transformation process of Myanmar/Burma. We strongly encourage the country’s leaders in accordance with their public pronouncements to actively pursue the process of amending the national constitution in order to improve democratic standards in the country. 
We are worried about the ongoing actions against the NGO community in the Russian Federation. We call on the Russian Government to investigate all reports of attacks and threats against human rights defenders and journalists and to bring those responsible to justice.

We are closely monitoring the human rights situation in China. We express our concern about detentions of human rights defenders, independent journalists, and political activists. We encourage the Chinese authorities to respect the right to freedom of expression as enshrined in relevant international conventions and declarations.  

The deteriorating human rights situation particularly in the conflict-stricken eastern provinces of DRC is demonstrated by escalation of violence, including attacks on the civilian population. In particular, we are concerned about the use of sexual violence, with an increased rate of mass rapes used as a weapon of war. Being aware of the gravity of the situation on the ground, the Czech Republic supports victims of sexual violence through funding rehabilitation programmes in the South Kivu and Ituri provinces. Once again, we invite the DRC Government to seriously employ itself in this problem. 

Gross human rights violations persist in the Central African Republic. Thus, we urge the government to take steps to put an end to them and restore the rule of law. 

Thank you for your attention.

