Presentation of credentials by Ambassador Ivana Hlavsová to the President of the Republic of Serbia H.E. Tomislav Nikolić

Mr. President,

Allow me to present to you the letters of credence by which the President of the Czech Republic Mr. Miloš Zeman appointed me to serve as Ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Czech Republic to the Republic of Serbia. At the same time I present to you the letters of recall of my predecessor.

Mr. President,

Let me use this opportunity to convey to you the warmest regards of President Miloš Zeman, who is looking forward to meeting you.

It is a special honour and pleasure for me to stand in front of you today as a representative of my country. It is also an honour for me to continue in the steps of my predecessor Ambassador Hana Hubáčková. 
The relations between the Czech Republic and Serbia have a long and positive tradition. It is not only a relationship between two friendly countries but between two friendly nations. Both  countries are located at the crossroads of Europe and both have seen many armies passing through its territory over centuries. Both have undergone a process of national reawakening in the 19th century and as two Slavic countries they shared common interests. 
In both cases independent states were established after the collapse of the Habsburg and Ottoman empires and Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia became close allies within the Small Entente. We have both survived the nazi occupation during the second world war and subsequently the period of communism. We will never forget the sympathy which Yugoslavia extended to us after the Soviet invasion in 1968.
Soon after the fall of the Iron Curtain Czechoslovakia fell apart, but was still able to manage a peaceful division into the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Yugoslavia unfortunately collapsed in a series of violent conflicts. 
Now, twenty four years after the end of communism, my country is well anchored in Europe as a member of EU and Serbia is well on her way to join the European Union and become an even closer partner to us.
Mr. President,
I indeed look forward very much to my mission in Serbia and will do my utmost to further develop and strengthen the already existing close and friendly relations between our countries and peoples.
