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Mr President,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia
, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Albania* and Liechtenstein+.
The EU welcomes the fact that the Council is fully seized of human rights situations in various parts of the world. Earlier today we thoroughly commented on recent progress in Myanmar/Burma while also noting some of the remaining human rights concerns, such as the remaining political prisoners, the situation of the Rohingya in Rakhine State and in the ethnic areas, notably the conflict in Kachin State. We cooperate with the Government on its path to democracy and prosperity and believe that the country should follow up on its commitment to open up an OHCHR country office with a full mandate. In the meantime, the continued work of a Human Rights Council mandate holder will be helpful.

In the interactive dialogues this morning, the EU has already expressed serious concerns about the continuous human rights violations in Syria, DPRK, and Iran.
In the light of the gravity and chronic nature of the violations in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, and the continuing refusal of its authorities to co-operate with the UN Special Rapporteur, the EU, together with Japan, will present a resolution concerning the establishment of a Commission of Inquiry to investigate the grave and persistent violations of human rights in the DPRK.

This Council also needs to address the continuing grave human rights violations in Iran, notably the excessive use of the death penalty, wide-spread oppression and discrimination as well as broad restrictions on rights and freedoms. The EU is concerned about the situation of human rights defenders, journalists and persons belonging to minorities, including the Bahai. In light of this, the EU supports the extension of the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Iran and calls on Iranian authorities to facilitate his visit to the country.

Regarding Syrian Arab Republic, the EU condemns in strongest possible terms the use of scud-missiles in populated areas and expresses alarm at the detention of more than 20 peacekeepers of  UNDOF (the UN Disengagement Observer Force), demanding their unconditional and immediate release. The EU urges all sides, especially the Assad regime, to put an immediate end to the violence and to all human rights violations and to pursue a genuine Syrian-led political transition. It is also imperative that all those responsible for crimes against humanity and war crimes be held accountable. We strongly urge the Human Rights Council at this session to come to a unified condemnation of the human rights violations and abuses in Syria and to support a strong call for accountability. The independent Commission of Inquiry has our fullest support and we are in favour of a further mandate extension of one year. We are moreover gravely concerned by the unprecedented humanitarian crisis and the lack of humanitarian access. We appeal to all parties to fully respect the rules and principles of international humanitarian law.

Given the very limited progress of the last year, the EU believes that the current human rights situation in Sri Lanka, and accountability and reconciliation, should remain on the agenda of this Council. The impartial application of the rule of law is crucial to progress in these areas, and it is essential to safeguard the independence of the judiciary.

The EU welcomes renewed debate in China concerning the Re-Education through Labour system and calls upon China to take genuine steps to abolish it and to ensure the right to fair trial for all. The EU further calls upon the Chinese authorities to ensure that all human rights of all minorities - especially the Tibetan and Uighur peoples - are respected. The EU is profoundly saddened by the numerous self-immolations in Tibetan-inhabited areas. The EU encourages China to re-engage in constructive dialogue with the Tibetan people and to allow free access to the Tibetan autonomous area. The EU also urges China to take steps to implement the rights to freedom of expression – including on the Internet - and freedom of assembly, and to release the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo and other prisoners of conscience. The EU deplores the widespread use of the death penalty and calls on the Chinese authorities to take immediate steps to reduce its application whilst moving towards a moratorium. The EU encourages China to co-operate fully with all UN Special Procedures, to facilitate a visit in the near future by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and to continue its efforts to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  

Mr. President

The EU is alarmed at the human rights violations that have taken place in Mali. All perpetrators must be held responsible in accordance with international standards. The Malian authorities have an overriding responsibility for the protection of civilian populations. The EU is determined to help Mali restore State authority, law and order. The EU training mission for Mali will include training on international humanitarian law and on human rights. The EU will also support the deployment of AU civilian human rights observers (as part of AFISMA) as well as independent NGO observers to monitor the human rights situation. The EU welcomes the decision by the International Criminal Court to open an inquiry into violations and encourages the Malian authorities to cooperate with the ICC.
Also the EU remains concerned about the human rights situation in Eritrea. We continue to call on Eritrea to honour its international obligations and appeal to the country to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur.

In DRC, the continuing violence in the East of the country has led to outbreak of violence in the Kivus and its extension to other Eastern provinces is leading to further human rights violations and an increase in the number of IDPs. The EU condemns human rights abuses wherever and by whoever they are committed. The EU welcomes the recent signing of the Peace Security and Cooperation Framework. We urge the region and the international community to use this Agreement as the basis to find long term solutions for stability and prosperity and call on the DRC authorities to tackle the issues of human rights abuses, impunity, governance and security sector reform as well as the enforcement of ICC arrest warrants.

Mr. President,

The human rights situation in Belarus continues to be of great concern to us. In line with numerous calls from the international community, we urge the Belarusian authorities to immediately end all human rights violations, to release and rehabilitate all political prisoners and to start cooperating with the Human Rights Council, including the Special Rapporteur, in line with HRC resolution 20/13.

Mr. President,
In addition, several Arab, North African and sub-Saharan countries are undergoing processes of reform. There is a need to provide space for civil society, to adopt new legislations in line with international standards, to reform the security sector, to lift states of emergency completely, to reform of the penal and military codes to ensure the end of torture, impunity and military trials and to put an end to all discrimination and violence against women The follow up on transitional justice processes is key in ensuring that there will be no repetition of the past. Thank you very much, Mr. President.
_______________
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	� Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.�



‡�
	‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area.�



+�
	+ Norway and Liechtenstein are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area.�






