THE DECLARATION OF FOUR PEN CENTRES 

ON SITUATIONS OF PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE 

IN CHINESE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC AND REPUBLIC OF BELARUS 


Civilisation is a common good that should not become the privilege just for the select few. The opportunities it offers should be available to all, but in today’s world, next to natural disasters and poverty, the widespread absence of civil liberties, enslavement of people and the reign of terror continue to further restrict the numbers of those who are allowed to reap the fruits of human civilisation. Among those less-privileged are also writers and intellectuals on many Continents, who share the fate of numerous victims of institutionalised as well as non-institutionalised political coercion. They are accused of being guilty of truth and of striving for freedom of expression and of thought. 


The International PEN Club was founded 90 years ago as an international movement of intellectuals formed to champion the ideal of one humanity that will not succumb to racial, class and national hatreds. Today it represents writers and intellectuals from over a hundred countries. The International PEN Charter states:  „PEN stands for the principle of unhampered transmission of thought within each nation and among all nations, and members pledge themselves to oppose any form of suppression of freedom of expression in their country or their community”. 


Today, for the very first time in history, two PEN Centres Presidents have become prisoners of conscience: they are – the poet Liu Xiaobo, Winner of the 2010 Noble Peace Prize, who is the Honorary President of the Independent Chinese PEN Centre, sentenced to 11 years in prison by the Chinese Government for his demands for human rights and democracy in China, and Vladimir Neklyaev, a poet and Honorary President of the Belarus PEN Centre, severely beaten up by the security forces during the Regime’s Presidential Elections and imprisoned together with other opposition candidates and their supporters, without any legal process, in violation of any civil liberties whatsoever. 


On behalf of our four PEN centres, we demand release of those who have been imprisoned, we demand the release of the prisoners of conscience, the release of Liu Xiaobo and of Vladimir Neklyaev, writers, defenders of free speech, defenders of human rights. In our demand for their release, we are defending the freedom of speech, human rights and civil liberties – we are defending human civilisation. 
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