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Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

The Czech Republic would like to thank you, Professor Méndez, for your latest 
report as well as the final recommendations.  

We welcome your visit to Ghana and the follow-up visit to Tajikistan that you have 
undertaken and encourage the respective Governments to make full use of the 
valuable inputs that your visits have provided. We must also appreciate your 
ambitious plan for the year of 2014. We find discouraging that some States do not 
respond to your requests in a timely or productive manner and we would like to 
invite once again all States to extend a standing invitation to all Special 
Procedures. 

With regard to your annual report, the Czech Republic is in complete agreement 
with the report’s emphasis on the significance of the exclusionary rule in judicial 
proceedings and in relation to acts by executive actors. An absolute prohibition on 
the use of statements made as a result of torture or other ill-treatment in any 
proceedings constitutes a fundamental principle of the rule of law and cannot be 
in any case altered or abolished, including in cases apparently concerning national 
security. As noted in the report, the applicability of the exclusionary rule has been 
reaffirmed by the CAT, the ICCPR as well as by its usage in the customary law. Any 
breach of the rule thus undermines the essence of the rule of law and is in 
contradiction not only with international law but also with the core of the UN 
human rights framework.  
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In your report, Mr. Special Rapporteur, you note the role of regional mechanisms 
such as the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights, the European 
Court and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Could you please elaborate 
more on the role of the mechanisms with regard to preventing and discouraging 
States from using evidence obtained by torture or other ill-treatment? What 
approach can be adopted towards regions where no such institution exists? 

We thank you, Professor Méndez, and wish you all the best in your further work. 

-o- 

Mr. President, Madam Special Rapporteur, 

First of all, the Czech Republic wishes to thank Madam Sekaggya for the tireless 
efforts throughout her mandate to advance the right to defend human rights and 
the cause of human rights defenders. 

We consider human rights defenders as an important force in the striving for the 
protection and realization of human rights at the national, regional and 
international level. Unfortunately, this important role is not always acknowledged 
as witnessed by concrete examples of States failing to ensure a safe and enabling 
environment for human rights defenders. In some parts of the world, defending 
human rights continues to be a life-risking endeavor. We strongly condemn all 
forms of attacks against individuals defending human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. We are concerned about the recent cases of abuse of legislation for 
limiting the space for human rights defenders, especially through the 
criminalization of their activities. We are also concerned about the continued 
reprisals against those who engage or are trying to engage with United Nations 
human rights mechanisms. 

To redress effectively these failures and violations, international cooperation, 
including the assistance and expertise by the Special Procedures and the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, is vital. In this regard, Madam Special 
Rapporteur, we cannot overlook some States shying away from cooperating with 
you and the overall low response by Governments to the communications sent on 
concrete cases.     

However, there are also positive examples, good practices and tools which 
deserve attention, dissemination or further exploration. In this regard, Madam 
Special Rapporteur, we share your view that the Universal Periodic Review 
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process is an important tool for monitoring the work of human rights defenders at 
the national level which contributes to their protection and gives visibility to 
multiple challenges they face.  

To conclude, Madam Special Rapporteur, while wishing you all the best in your 
future activities, we would like to ask you to elaborate on benefits of participatory 
approaches – which you highlight in your last report – to defining and 
implementing national human rights policies. 

Thank you, Mr. President.           

 


