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Czech Minster of Foreign Affairs,
H._E. Rarel Schwarzenberg, visits California

The Czech Minster of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Karel Schwarzenberg, together with
Czech IT and film production companies, visited California recently to improve
relations, facilitate trade and promote economic and cultural ties with the United
States. He was personally greeted in San Francisco on May 29, 2011, by Michal
Sedlicek, the Consul General of the Czech Consulate in Los Angeles, as well as the
Honorary Consul General in San Francisco, Richard Pivnicka...

(Con’t Page 3)

Dear Friends in Sounthiand

It has been a very busy five months since my arrival here in California in late
January but finally we, my wife Veronika and I, have settled in and our two
young pre-school-age sons have started to enjoy the Californian lifestyle. As you
will read and see, this spring the Consulate organized a visit to Los Angeles of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, H. E. Karel Schwarzenberg...

(Con’t page 2)
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The Minister was accompanied by a group of Czech IT businessmen as well as the film
delegation from Prague during his trip to California.

Now I have the time and the opportunity to introduce to you a new initiative of the Czech
Consulate General here in Los Angeles: a newsletter called Czech the News / Los Angeles. We
were inspired by a similar newsletter published by the Czech Embassy in Washington, DC. I
hope you will like it. It should give you an overview of what is happening at the Consulate and
notify you about our future events. It will also inform you about any major news from the
Czech Republic that may have any impact on you or your business.

The Consulate is in the final stages of preparation of the Dvorak Festival. The famous Czech
composer Antonin Dvorak would have celebrated his 170th birthday on September 8 of this
year. On this occasion we are preparing a series of events in the LA area to commemorate this
great artist, starting with the kick-off event on September 8, 2011. Please, see more details on
pages 8-9.

Of course, this is the first issue of our newsletter and may have some flaws, which we will try to
correct along the way. Please, feel free to comment on the newsletter at our website
www.mzv.cz/losangeles or on our Facebook page. To conclude, let me wish you all a great

summer and I look forward to seeing you again in the fall.

Michal Sedlacek, Consul General
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The Czech Minister of Forxeign Affairs, H.E.
Karel Schwarzenberg, visits California

San Francisco — Reception at the residence
of Honorary Consul Richard Pivnicka

Los Angeles — Reception at the residence of
Consul General Michal Sedlacek
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During the first leg of the three-day journey,
Minister Schwarzenberg met with entrepreneurs
in Silicon Valley and around the Bay Area.
Silicon Valley has long been a worldwide hub for
investing in  technology and advanced
production. It was there that Minister
Schwarzenberg discussed important economic
initiatives with chief executive officers of a wide
variety of progressive firms, noting future
mutually beneficial cooperation. An investment
seminar at Tesla Motors was followed by
valuable networking at Cisco Systems, Plug and
Play Technology Center, and the Hoover
Institution at Stanford. Later, the delegations
met with former US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice to acknowledge positive
relations between the United States and the
Czech Republic, both past and present.

Arriving in Los Angeles after the midpoint of the
Minister’s business trip, the Consul General
hosted an official welcoming reception for the
Minister at his residence in West LA.

The warm and inviting atmosphere was extended
to over 200 guests, including foreign dignitaries,

members of the Hollywood film community, and
local officials.

(Con’t page 4)




Attendees included US Ambassador to the
Czech Republic Norman Eisen and his
counterpart, the newly appointed Czech
Ambassador to the US Petr Gandalovié, as
well as many consul generals of foreign
consulates. The event displayed the potential
for fluid interaction of international citizens,
even across a wide spectrum of differing

principles and ideals.

On June 1, Minister Schwarzenberg was
interviewed by the Los Angeles Times and
met with the Mayor of Los Angeles, Antonio
Villaraigosa. The two leaders discussed
stimulating economic ties and increasing
mutual trade. They also promised to work in
promoting other economic growth that
would benefit both parties, especially in the
area of extension of the LA metro rail system.

Minister Schwarzenberg then visited the
area’s major film studios and spoke at the
film business breakfast where Czech film

incentives were discussed and explained to
established studio film executives and

independent producers. A few of the recent
blockbusters filmed in the Czech Republic
include Mission: Impossible (1996), The
Bourne Identity (2002), and Casino Royale
(2006).To continue to encourage quality film
production in the Czech Republic, the
Minister met with Sony Picture Studios
CEO, Mr. Michael Lynton. The invaluable
ties created will undoubtedly usher in a new
era of successful cooperation and keep
Prague as a prime location of American film
productions in Europe.

After countless promising meetings, the
Minister and his delegation visited the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library and Museum in Simi
Valley. Minister Schwarzenberg also exchanged
inspiring ideas with the former governor o
California, Mr. Arnold Schwarzenegger. Both
events gave a lasting impression of the state o
California: its history coupled with current affairs.
Overall, the Minister deemed the trip a resounding
success, with high hopes for the perseverance and
maturity of Czech-American relations.

Filip Svitek




As the beginning of the new academic year 2011/2012
approaches, the Consulate General is experiencing a
high influt of student visa applications. Due to
significant changes in the Czech residence law, a large
portion of the received applications is incomplete,
resulting in the slowing-down of the procedure. That is
why we would like to clarify the requirements for a
student visa. One of the major problems is insufficient
documentation of financial background.

The minimum amount of funds is specified by Czech
law. For any stay exceeding 30 days, it is 15 times 2 020
CZK (the minimum living expense) plus 2 times 2 020
for every month of stay. Thus the formula: (15 x 2 020,-
CZK) + (2x2 020x the number of months of stay).

For example, a four-month stay would be (15x2
020)+(2x2 020x4)=(30 300)+(16 160)=46 460 CZK.

So the total necessary financial backing for a four-
month stay would be about CZK 46 460, or USD 3 000.

Please note that the minimum living expense
determined by the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
and may change every year.

The copy of the credit or debit card should be
notarized. If the applicant applies personally and has
the card on himself/herself, the Consulate will compare
it to the copy and make note of it.

In addition,

A bank statement with a minimum balance of USD
3.000 is required! If the account is not in the name of
the applicant, he/she must provide proof that his/her
card is linked to that account.

According to Czech law there is no different
procedure for debit or credit cards: the important
thing is that the applicant has a card and has access to
financial means. Usually, if a card can’t be used in
certain countries, itis specifically embossed on the
card. Therefore we cannot accept this type of card. In
general, the student may have an account or a card
from any recognized banking institution in the world
but must prove that he/she will be able to access his
finances in the Czech Republic. So if his/her bank is
not a major bank with branches in the EU or his/her
card is not a Visa or MasterCard, we may ask for a
proof of accessibility.

The bank statement may be in English including any
confirmations by the bank. If at any point the
Ministry of Interior requires a translated proof to be
added into the case file, they will request it through
us.

Tomas Kara, Vice Consul




Calendar of Events

JUNE 2011

SEPTEMBER 2011

fTMf-fo(Zo ‘ot (Z' io_(~fz
Friday, June 24,2011, 7.20 pm, Regal Cinemas L.A. Live
Saturday, June 25, 2011, 12.30 pm, Regal Cinemas L.A. Live

Sep.8 - Symposiumnat the residence of Consul General (170th
anniversary of the birth of the composer A.Dvorak)

JULY 2011

September 14 and 21- the Consulate General will screen twice

on its premises the filmabout Dvorak’s life called Deo Gratius

July 28- LA Philharmonic The New World Symphony

In the end of September- the Salastina orchestra will perform a

few Dvorak’s compositions

LOS ANGELES, CA 90024
















