19th Special Session of the Human Rights Council on n the deteriorating HR situation in Syria and the recent killings in El-Houleh
Statement of the Czech Republic

Madame President,

The Czech Republic fully supports the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union. 

The recent massacres in the town of Houla prompted once again convocation of this Council to voice the international outrage at the brutal killing of at least 108 people, 49 of them children. 

We condemn in strongest possible terms the indiscriminate use of force, including deliberate targeting of civilians that resulted in this immense number of civilian casualties. 
These atrocities cannot go unpunished. All responsible must be held accountable for their acts that may amount to crimes against humanity and warrant a referral to the International Criminal Court. To this end, international independent investigation has to be initiated as a matter of urgency. We call on the government of Syria to provide immediate access to the country for the Independent Commission of Inquiry. 
The use of heavy artillery by the Syrian regime in the densely populated areas and indiscriminate attacks of different armed groups have already cost thousands of lives and caused untold human suffering. The recent killings manifest a reality of widespread and systematic attacks against the civilian population that have been carried out despite of the agreed ceasefire and presence of UN observers. 
The international community has to speak with one voice to end the senseless bloodshed. In this respect, we fully support the six-point plan of Kofi Annan, which we see as the best available way to a peaceful and democratic transition in Syria. 
Madame President, 

The Czech Republic co-sponsored and will vote in favor of the proposed resolution.

Thank you.
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