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Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Prof. Heiner Bielefeldt

Intervention by the Czech Republic 

Mr. President,
The Czech Republic supports the intervention made on behalf of the European Union and would like to direct its intervention today to the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief.
It has become a good tradition that you in your work focus on the most pressing issues that people face around the world in realizing their right to freedom of religion or belief. And that despite of the controversies that these issues may quite naturally raise. The vulnerable situation of persons belonging to religious or belief minorities is surely one of them. 

We would like to offer the following comments and questions:

Prof. Bielefeldt, we appreciate your elaborations on the conceptual framework of the minority protection and we agree on the need for a human rights approach that is based on universality and equality. In your report you suggest that the term “religious minority” and the respective protection shouldn’t be limited to members of already recognized religious groups but rather that it should be construed broadly to cover all relevant groups, including atheists and non-believers or minority groups within minorities. To what extent is this approach present in the today’s world?

You also stress that the right shall be implemented consistently with all other human rights. In this regard, we believe that there is an especially close link between freedom of religion or belief and freedom of expression, that they are mutually dependent and reinforcing. To what extent is, in your opinion, respect for freedom of expression important for the promotion and protection of the persons belonging to religious or belief minorities?

To conclude, Prof. Bielefeldt, we wish to assure you of our continuous support and thank you for enriching our discussions. 
Thank you, Mr. President.

