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· I am honored to be here in Wroclaw at the Atlantic Council Freedom Awards dinner tonight.

· It is a great privilege to commemorate Ron Asmus, my dear friend, for his contribution to the transatlantic relations and NATO transformation. His role in NATO enlargement was irreplaceable; his knowledge of Europe and Central Europe in particular was extraordinary.
· In fact, Europe circled in Ron’s blood.  Born in Milwaukee, he was the son of German immigrants. His mother was born in a Silesian village between Wroclaw and the Czech border.
· He perfectly understood the need for special security guarantees desired by the nations of Central Europe and the Baltic states. But his ideas and innovative approach to policy did not stop there.

· After the NATO enlargement in 2002, he focused his attention to the leaders of the Orange Revolution in Ukraine. When Russia attacked Tbilisi in 2008, he did not hesitate to criticize the West for not doing enough for Georgia. 
· I go on forever, but the bottom line is clear: Ron was the Four Star General of the transatlantic bond.
· I am delighted that Ron’s wife Barbara joined us for this special occasion to receive the award on Ron’s behalf. Please join me in welcoming Barbara to the stage.
· When I became the defense minister last year, I awarded the Czech Golden Linden Medal to Ron for the role he played in bringing my country and other allies to NATO.  Unfortunately, leukemia was faster, and I never a chance to present it to him in person. 
· Dear Barbara, I am very grateful to have to opportunity to present – in memoriam – the Czech Golden Linden Medal tonight.
· I am also very honored to present the Atlantic Council Freedom Award to Ron and it means so much to us that you could be here with us tonight, Barbara.
