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Statement of the Czech Republic

Mr. President, 

We thank the Commission of Inquiry for the latest report. 

The Czech Republic fully associates itself with the intervention on behalf of the EU.

We strongly condemn the continued systematic, extensive and serious violations of international humanitarian law and gross violations and abuses of human rights, including against women and children, as well as other vulnerable groups. 
We urge all parties to the conflict to stop committing indiscriminate attacks - particularly through aerial bombardments - against the civilian population and civilian infrastructure, including against medical workers, health-care infrastructure and schools. We are concerned by the reported systematic violations of medical impartiality in Syria by all parties to the conflict.
Starvation as a method of warfare, including sieges of civilian population and denial of their safe passage, is prohibited under international humanitarian law. Blocking humanitarian access by any actor in the conflict also falls in this category of violations of international humanitarian law and remains of our utmost concern. In this context we welcome the recent ceasefire in Syria brokered by the United States and Russia. 
We are appalled by the widespread practice of unlawful killings, including deaths in detention and summary executions, enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention, forced evictions and the use of sexual violence and torture, again especially in detention centres, which amount to the crimes against humanity and war crimes
We reiterate our full support to the Commission’s mandate, and call on the Syrian authorities to grant the Commission immediate and unrestricted access throughout the country. 

The crimes against humanity and war crimes reported by the Commission must be investigated and those responsible held accountable. Therefore, the UN Security Council should urgently refer the situation in Syria to the International Criminal Court.

The Czech Republic strongly supports all efforts to find a political solution to the conflict in accordance with the Geneva Communique and consistent with UN Security Council Resolutions 2254 and 2268.
Thank you.
