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Item 4 – General Debate

Statement of the Czech Republic

Madam President,

My delegation supports the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union.

We wish to reiterate our grave concern over the escalation of violence and human suffering in Syria, expressed already during our address to the Commission of Inquiry. At this critical moment, the international community has to take united action to reinforce the Kofi Annan’s Plan to prevent further bloodshed and to end impunity in the country.
We share the deep concern expressed by the High Commissioner in her opening statement over the dire human rights situation in Eritrea, where systematic use of torture, arbitrary arrests and detention, as well as restrictions to freedoms of expression, assembly, movement and religion, have been continuously reported.
The Czech Republic is deeply concerned by the deteriorating human rights situation in Belarus as was stressed in our intervention during the interactive dialogue on the report prepared by the High Commissioner.
South Sudan 2011 peaceful separation is in sharp contrast with the outbreak of violence in Abyei and in the two Sudanese border states of South Kordofan and Blue Nile. The humanitarian situation is sharply worsening and we urge the Government of Sudan to allow for immediate and unhindered humanitarian access to the affected areas. In the wake of the recent clashes, the Government has further stepped up harassment of human rights defenders and political opponents. 
In South Sudan an inadequate legal framework makes it difficult to hold perpetrators accountable and impunity is endemic. We condemn the recent restrictions on freedom of expression and the press, and harassment, arbitrary arrests and detention of those who hold contrary political views.
In relation to the continued tensions in Tibetan-inhabited areas, we reiterate our call on Chinese authorities to allow for unhindered access to all areas for independent monitoring, including by diplomats and journalists.  In light of the reform of the Criminal Procedure Law, we underline the importance of due process rights, including access to lawyer of their choice for all defendants. All lawyers must be allowed to exercise their profession freely, without hindrances or harassment. We are concerned that Liu Xiaobo, poet Zhu Yufu, disabled human rights defender Ni Yulan and her husband Dong Jiqin, to name a few, are in prison for peacefully exercising their human rights, including the right to freedom of opinion and expression. 
Continued grave violation and alarming lack of fulfillment of broader range of human rights in the DPRK remain a matter of serious concern for the whole international community. The Czech Republic deeply regrets the continuing refusal to engage with the mandate of the Special Rapporteur. We, therefore, call on the Government of the DPRK to permit the Special Rapporteur and other international monitors to visit the country with unrestricted access. 

We urge Iran to put an end to continued systematic harassment, prosecution and imprisonment of human rights defenders and lawyers involved in human rights cases. Narges Mohammadi, Abdolfatah Soltani and Mohammad Ali Dadakh were condemned to 2 to 18 years in prison and banned from exercising their lawyers´ profession for ill founded charges, including for their Membership in the Center of Human Rights Defenders. We strongly condemn severe restrictions on freedom of expression in the country. We share the concern of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of freedom of assembly and of association in relation to peaceful assemblies that were violently dispersed in Iran. 

Thank you, Madam President.
