[image: image1.jpg]



European Union

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

23rd Session

(27 May – 14 June 2013)

______

Item 2
______

Statement by

H.E. Mr Gerard CORR

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Ireland

on behalf of the European Union

Geneva,  27 May 2013



- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY - 
UNITED NATIONS 
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
23rd  session

(27 May to 14 June 2013)

EU Statement

General Debate

Item 2
Mr. President,  Madam High Commissioner, 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

(alignement para ………………)
We would like to thank the High Commissioner for presenting a comprehensive update to the Human Rights Council.  We wish to reiterate our full support to you and your Office.  It is of utmost importance for the international community to preserve the impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity of your valuable work.  

Twenty years after the adoption of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the High Commissioner continues to stand up for the principles affirmed therein, notably the universality of human rights, as well as their indivisibility and interrelatedness. Her Office plays a crucial role, be it through preventing, monitoring, reporting, capacity-building; through human rights mainstreaming into activities in other parts of the UN, giving advice to the Human Rights Council, or supporting the Special Procedures and the Treaty Bodies 
We commend the work of the Office in countering discrimination on all grounds, combating impunity, strengthening accountability and protecting human rights in the context of migration.   In this regard we would like to recall that the EU maintains its unwavering commitment to fighting all forms of racism and xenophobia. Racial discrimination is contrary to the values on which the EU is based, and we work hard both at home and around the world to stamp it out.  Regarding the EU's policies on migration, I would like to refer to our written response to the Special Rapporteur's study (available as an official document of the HRC)

Madam High Commissioner, 

As the crisis in the Syrian Arab Republic continues to bring unspeakable suffering to the people of Syria, we appreciate your engagement and your vocal role. We urge all parties to the conflict to fully respect international humanitarian and human rights law. We share your view that all those responsible for atrocities and human rights violations and abuses must be held accountable.  We appreciate your role in bringing this grave human rights situation to the attention of the General Assembly and the Security Council.

The EU shares your concerns about the situation in the Central African Republic, welcomes your announcement that you will be sending a fact finding mission next month and looks forward to hearing a report on the situation in due course.   

In the field of technical assistance and capacity-building, we welcome your engagement with South Sudan and Mali. We encourage Bahrain to take further steps to enhance cooperation with your Office including through the establishment of a country presence. We also encourage Myanmar/Burma to take steps towards the establishment of a country office with a full mandate, which could assist the Government in its efforts to address human rights challenges, including those in Rakhine State. While the EU is pleased with the functioning of your Office in Tunisia, we have not seen progress in establishing a country  office in Egypt.

To conclude, we would like to reiterate our continued appreciation for your work and that of your dedicated staff. 
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