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Panellists :
Mr. Ivan Šimonović, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights

Mr. Magdy Martínez-Solimán, Director, a.i. , UNDP Bureau for Development Policy
Mr. Thomas Mayr-Harting, Ambassador, Head of EU Delegation to UN in New York

Mr. Pavel Fischer, Ambassador, former advisor to president Vaclav Havel
Ms. Sarah Johnson, Assistant Director of the Democracy Program, Carter Centre

Moderator: 
Mrs. Edita Hrdá, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to UN

The side event is organized as a follow-up to the HRC resolution 24/8. Interlocutors from 

different organisations and backgrounds will be invited to share best practices to support 

equal political participation. Ideas from the discussion can be conducive also in view of 

the preparations of the OHCHR report for the 27th session of the Human Rights Council 

in September 2014.

Permanent Mission  
of the Czech Republic 
to the United Nations 

 

Please bring this invitation to the attention of the Permanent Representative, Deputy 
Permanent Representative, the Third Committee Expert and all interested

rsvpsmny@gmail.com by 10 December (indicate in RSVP if you do not have a UN grounds pass)

Light refreshment will be provided before the event.



Concept note:

The support to fair and just electoral processes including equal political participation is 

one of the main long-term human rights priorities of the foreign policy of the Czech 

Republic. From our recent past we remember well that respect for human rights starts with 

an opportunity for all citizens to participate in a political life of their own country in an 

undiscriminatory way. Without periodic and genuine elections in accordance with 

international democratic standards the fundamental human rights are violated and the rule 

of law can hardly be established or function properly.

For these reasons, the Czech Republic decided to present, for the first time at UN fora, a 

resolution on Equal Political Participation. Together with a cross-regional core group 

consisting of Botswana, Indonesia, the Netherlands and Peru, the resolution was 

introduced during the 24th session of the UN Human Rights Council in September 2013 

and adopted by consensus as A/HRC/RES/24/8, with support of 77 cosponsoring States. 

The resolution affirms the right of every citizen to vote and to be elected by universal and 

equal suffrage, without unreasonable restrictions, in law or in practice. It urges all states to 

eliminate barriers that limit full and effective participation of all segments of society, 

including women or minorities, in political affairs. The resolution also requests the OHCHR 

to prepare a study on factors that impede equal political participation and on steps to 

overcome the challenges.

There are many political and programme activities of international organisations, states 

and civil society actors supporting equal political participation, including election 

assistance and election observation, as well as efforts to strengthen normative framework. 

The fulfilment of the right to vote or the right to stand as a candidate alone is not sufficient 

for the realization of equal political participation. Discrimination of citizens needs to be 

tackled in all phases of the electoral cycle. Adequate attention should also be given to 

electoral justice, electoral management bodies, multiparty competition and political finance 

as stated, i.a. in the report “Deepening Democracy” by the Global Commission on Elections, 

Democracy and Security.



About the panelists:

Ivan Šimonović is the acting Assistant Secretary General for Human Rights heading OHCHR’s
New York Office. Before joining the United Nations he held the position of Minister of Justice of 
Croatia. Previously Mr. Šimonović was Deputy Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Croatia 
and Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York, where he served as President of 
the Economic and Social Council. In an expert capacity, he has been a member of the Council of 
Europe’s Venice Commission and the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, as 
well as the Agent of Croatia before the United Nations International Court of Justice. 

Magdy Martínez-Solimán is currently the Deputy Assistant Administrator and Director, a.i. to 
the UN Development Programme’s Bureau for Development Policy. A lawyer by training, a former 
practicing barrister and Assistant Professor of International Law, he has worked and written on 
Political Systems and provided legal counseling in Constitutional and Administrative Law. He has 
been working for the UN over the past fifteen years, focusing on Institutional Development of 
Legislatures, the Judiciary, Electoral Legislation, Anti-corruption strategies, Accountability in 
Public Financial Management and Democratic Transitions & National Dialogue. In 2006 he was 
appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General as the first Executive Director of the UN 
Democracy Fund (UNDEF). 

Thomas Mayr-Harting took up his post as Head of the EU Delegation to the UN in New York in 
2011. He previously served as the Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations in 
New York. He was President of the Security Council for the month of November 2009. In his 
former capacity as the Austrian Ambassador to the UN, he also served as Vice-President of the 66th 
General Assembly. Between 2003 and 2008, Mr. Mayr-Harting served as Political Director 
(Director General for Political Affairs) of the Foreign Ministry of Austria. Mr. Mayr-Harting
received his law degree at the University of Vienna in 1977. 

Pavel Fischer was for the previous four years the Political Director at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic where he was among other issues responsible for the human rights 
and democracy support agenda. Between 2003 and 2010 Mr. Fischer served as Ambassador of the 
Czech Republic to France. Previously he held different positions, including Political Director, in the 
Office of the President of the Czech Republic who was at that time Mr. Václav Havel. Mr. Fischer 
holds Master degree from the Faculty of Letters of the Charles University in Prague and he also 
graduated the Ecole National d´Administration in France.

Sarah Johnson is assistant director of the Democracy Program, where she helps implement 
democracy-strengthening programs around the world, including the MENA and other regions. She 
has professional experience working on political party building, communications, women's political 
participation, and public opinion research across the MENA region, Europe, and the United States. 
She is an expert on political outreach and survey research. Ms. Johnson holds a Master of Science 
degree in foreign service from Georgetown University and a master's degree in European sciences 
from the Humboldt and Frei universities in Berlin, Germany.


