Opening of the exhibition “Carbon Paper Writers”
The exhibition “Carbon Paper Writers” / The Unbearable Power of Banned Literature Behind the Iron Curtain on the samizdat and exile literature in Czechoslovakia and Poland started its tour around Denmark at the Archives of Danish Occupation History 1940-1945 in the harbour city of Esbjerg. On 28 February 2011, the exhibition was opened by the exhibition curator Henrik Lundtofte, Culture City Counsellor Knud Jager Andersen, Czech Ambassador Zdeněk Lyčka and the Director of Libri prohibiti Library Jiří Gruntorád.
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The visitors have the unique opportunity to see a range of samizdat publications of different imprints, e.g. Edice PETLICE (“LATCH” Imprint), Kde domov můj (“Where Is My Home“ Imprint), Nové cesty myšlení (“New Ways of Thinking“ Imprint), Prameny (“Sources“ Imprint), SOS, Červená Karkulka (“Red Riding Hood“ Imprint), Jungiana, Alef and others. The exhibition also shows texts and periodicals of different thematic focus, e.g. Informace o Chartě 77 (“Information on Charter 77“), Lidové noviny (“Folk Newspaper“), Sport, Vokno (“Window“), Voknoviny, Revolver Revue, Fragment K and others. Furthermore, the exhibition presents exile periodicals and exile publications by the forbidden authors in Czechoslovakia including curiosities such as tiny books by Edice Kolibřík (“Hummingbird“ Imprint) furnished with magnifying glasses, lodged in their spines, so that one could read the small letters. A separate display of the exhibition shows the translations by the foreign authors whose works were banned in Czechoslovakia (Orwell, Solzhenitsyn, Sakharov and others) as well as samples of exile publications of books and periodicals, focussed on the Polish opposition, as well as translations of Czech works into Polish and vice versa, and their publication in samizdat or exile publishing houses.
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From left: Henrik Lundtofte, Kateřina Volková, Jiří Gruntorád and Thomas Wegener Friis
Former dissident and political prisoner Jiří Gruntorád showed during the opening how samizdat was made by using typewriter, multiplying sheet and the so called “frame”. Jiří Gruntorád is the director of the unique library of samizdat and exile literature Libri prohibiti which was nominated on the UNESCO’s Memory of the World register list in 2010 and is the place where the exhibition comes from.
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Jiří Gruntorád is showing how to make samizdat
Zdeněk Lyčka and Jiří Gruntorád presented also a unique compilation of prisoner poetry Přadénko z drátů (“Skein of wires”) from 1950’s, published on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of Libri prohibiti’s foundation. 
On the day, Zdeněk Lyčka held a lecture on the Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia. The lecture was part of the seminary “Cold War – and Four Days in Berlin” arranged by the Folk College in Esbjerg and the Center for Cold War Studies of the University of Southern Denmark.
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Lecture by Zdeněk Lyčka on Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia
The exhibition will be presented at the beginning of May at the Copenhagen Literature Festival CPH:LITT 2011 together with a concert of the legendary underground band Psí vojáci (“Dog Soldiers”). The band’s frontman Filip Topol will also introduce himself as a writer at the festival. During 2011, the exhibition will be shown at the Langeland Fortress Cold War Museum and the Danish Media Museum in Odense. Furthermore, negotiations are in process at the Europe House in Copenhagen and the University of Aarhus.
