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EU entry Czechs' most important milestone
On the occaslon of the

Clech Republic's National'
Day,Vi~t Nam News spoke

with the country's
ambassador to Vi~1 Nam,

Ivo Zdarek.

B _Ing a member of the

E~n Unlon and A.'"

Europe ._ing .. 8 m8j«
IMldmark In Iha Cach Rapl8lIc'8
hi8t«y. D- II p~da the CZ8Ch
peqJIe ~ - to ca-..I8
N8IkXI8Io.,?

The enb)' into d1e European
Union is ooe dle most imporlant
milestooes for dle wbole Czech
sociely. 0Iw preparations for Ibe
aCl:ession to dle EU had lasted for
over a decade and dle JKoceSS bad
celtainly beeII neither flst nor easy.

II opens d1e laraesl inlemal
market ~ ft.- MW member-
countries, providiDc &COpe for dle
~ mo_nt of goods, .erviccs,
perQIS andcapit8J.11 offen 0AXJr-
~to~PDland~
investment risks. Esch new mem-
ber is ob1iged to adopl dle entire
lega( OIder of d1e Community Ind
acce~ dle different commoo poli-
cm. This, to some eXlenl, limits
independence and nauonal iden-
tity in dle very bistorical sense of
d1ese words. On dle oIber band, by
placing great empilasis on dle Ie-
pl order, dle EU o.trt;nIIIewmem-
ben a booIt 10 Ibelr own legal
framewort.The Czech entrepre-
neun will be operaling in Ibe
united market. The domeslic lega(
environmenl will be fully
hamonised wilh standards of dle
European CommuDÍIy.

Therefore, I see Ihe Czech
Republic's admi:Jlion 10 ASEM as
ODe of the natunl follow-ups of ilS
wm inside dle EU administrative,
political and economic StruclUres.

I am sure lhal dIeSe two sienifi-
canl and extraordinary events wiR
become additional causes 10 cel-
ebrate Ihis year's Nauooal Day.

What edv8n\8ge8 and dl88dvan-
t8ge8 do you Ihlnk acc~ for 1M
Czach R8P1Mc - a .- -- ci
\h8 ASEM? "- do88 th18 8ftact...
ti88 wIth Viti N8II?

I am buly convinced ~ ASEM
membenhipwiR onIy have a poli-
tive impact OD our bila~eral and

CZ8dIA_-: dar ~ VItI N81n. Ivo

z.-

mullilalcral relalions. I bope my
~try [enten intol more fJuitful
8nd acceleraled co-operatiCXI with
811 Asían member.-les. II paves
the way for fiequent meetinp be-- Czech poIiticiaDl, ~ss
peopie and filizeas 8IId dIOir Asían

~. The (mum wMIens dle
oppOI1Unlty (IX" eadl P8IticiP8lin,
Itale to Iotluenoe. support 8IId en-
bance dle main~m of the p>lill-
cal. ~ cullura18lld humani-
larian reciprocity between the two
conunenl&.

Our ASBM membenhlp wi11
mm oor ttadiIional and IaIt-
ing frieIMIsbíp. 11Iia lmilual w-op-
eralioo wiII fur1bet -cdIea V~t
Nam'l position In Czech (1Weign
p>llcy. Beaidel. V~t Nam II CIXt-
sidered one of the most ImportaDt
trading aoo economic pal1Den of

"- do you -_ss Viti N8m's
~~ ~ ASEM 51 nit p8V8
W8Y for th8 -Iry to h81 m-

~.~?
I a.seu tbe ors_ni"lion of

ASBM.5 as successful.lt fully cor-
raponds 10 the senenl develop-
mentoftbe Vietn_lOclety.lt
II a proof lhal your COI8Itry ji _ble
10 organile aod maR8ge bil and
very logillically challenging con-
fefetK:es.ltia a gO<Kiadvel1isement
for your COllRtry abroad. But the
m061 importanl pre-i:ODditkMt for
dlal kínd of event llleCIWIty. And I
saw dlal m N~j had provlded ev-
erything. Simply, I foresee a very
brigbl future for .cooference Iour-
ism" not ooly in Hl NOi, bIIt_bo
in other cilies in Vj~t N8JD.

Ir8diIi<Xlal ~ IieI. We 0.-
pect d1at ~ ~ of dle ~
Repj)1k 10 dle ~ UnbI dIiI
year will conlribule to dte enbuce.
- af ~ and Irade reia-
tions wilh V~ Nam.

Czech companies have been
panicipaling in dle signjfK:anl V~I
Nam 1nlen18\Í(X1a\ kdISIrial fair b
dle past - yean," aslablilhing
PfI]misinI cmI8C* wilh a number

.ofbusineu J8'-'.1be facllhal
~ IXImpanies - JRlenlal dIia
year's fair apjn wilh dle
exhibitinn lili 1KIW.lIKIWs Ihe
ing inleresl in co-operalion wilh
Vie8mese pI!UIen in dùs area,"

Wh-. do CadtoVIet N8n --*
end tr8I8 ti88 8I8nd . 818 m-'"
Ale yw ~ ~ 818 pnIgIW8?

Economic co-operation be-
tWeeI! dle ~ Repubiíc aIkI Vi~
Nam bas a Iong IradiIDl aIkI is basecI
on inlegratioa of boIh cconomiea
jnto intemaliooal ~ SIr\JC-
_. ThemainCucbeXJl(X1com-'
moditiel ~ macbinery ~
IooIs, giuaWale. nùIk powdeI- . p.r-
maceuticall aod medical equip-
ment. Vi~t Nam exporU mOItly
c~ •-. nJbber aIkI focxI-
stuffs (fP. coft"ee. instant soups).

TbevokBlleofea...nM:cxdlange
~ ID US$72.9 miI- (with
Cmcb ex]XWta beml S 19.2 nUD
aIkI V~ cxportl $53.7 nl-
lion) m DIJ. HIMeVeI". dùl voIume

slíD ~ ~ ma*=iI dle ~ of

for . CCMIPI8 ClI _tMo COtdd you
8h- wttII ., reeden yOIW Inltlel
~ ~?

I ha~ been Í1Dpressed by its far-
reacbing process of modcmi..tion.
V~t Nam is becomiug very popu-
Jar amoug investora, business
peopIe and fcxeign 1MIIa. Jt has
magnificeDt sileS 10 visit, attracti~
loca1ioas 10 invesl in Ind very kind
peopIe 10 meet. I.. pice of socio-
ecooomjc development is si~ly

llIOI\ishing.
WheD you Iook around dle capi-

tal city, iI is apparent dle -Iry
Ind i.. ec(XIOmy are developillg in
meDY _ys.1 am amazed by dle diIi-
gence of Ihe \oca 1 people Ind CO!\-
viJM:ed V~t Nim sbould IOn'O IS
an exlmpio fcw other developing
COIIntnes.

ToaD~ V~Namiavery
ck811M1 I weU.bMIWII cIcsIinaIKm.
Dur two counuiea ha ve enjoyed
WII1D IIMI friencBy ~ IeI8tiooJ
si.- dle 1 ~ ODe uf dle malt
vaJII8bIe aaets .. n.-uaI ~ is
a VieaI8JneIe axI8IIImity 1iv8ig IIMI
'MXtmg in my axmy. ~ ~
are real and effedive pi1I8n fcw ua-

derstllkting. ~1KxI and ~
eralKxlbetweelldletwone~

weI1 u in do ~~... eaxDIIM:
_Inde m~ ~ dle buia CJf
~I respect - áI dle be8efiI d
~aRmáies.-V!IS


