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Ambassador's Message: "Welcome to the first issue of Czech the News in 2014. This year at the Czech Embassy, we will focus our efforts on deepening the relationship between Europe and the US by supporting the negotiations of Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, a comprehensive trade agreement aimed at full liberalization of mutual trade and investment. We will also continue to cooperate with the US in other places around the world, such as in Afghanistan and in the Middle East. Here in the US, the Embassy will work towards widening our network of consulate offices to provide services to more communities locally and to increase the visibility of the Czech Republic around the country." ~ Petr Gandalovič
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New Czech Government Takes Office 
The new coalition government led by Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka was appointed by the President on January 29. Three political parties are represented in the coalition – Social Democrats, ANO and Christian Democrats. Learn more about the new cabinet members. Photo courtesy: www.vlada.cz | 

 HYPERLINK "http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=2OwgAxwfCqEIwGC9EsBWE8AVS5jpVyiu&w=3&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vlada.cz%2Fen%2Fvlada%2F" Read more.
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Ambassador Gandalovič in Utah
Ambassador Gandalovič traveled to Utah in January where he met with local political and business leaders, delivered lectures at universities and visited with the Czech-American community in the state. He presented Helen and Joe Petras the Cernin Palace Medal for promoting the Czech-American relations. Photo Courtesy: Jonathon Tichy | Read more.
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Opportunities for Young Leaders
The American Fund for Czech and Slovak Leadership Studies supports students and young professionals from the Czech Republic and Slovakia by providing them with an opportunity to participate in various international programs together with the Center for Talented Youth at Johns Hopkins University. The 2014 registration deadlines are coming up soon.| Read more.
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Czech-American Biographies
Past SVU President Míla Rechcigl, for years, has been diligently working on one of the most ambitious SVU projects to date, preparing a comprehensive and current directory of Czech American biographies. Learn how you can help him accomplish this goal. | Read more.
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Avalon Announces Upcoming Films
The Avalon Theatre will present a new line-up of films including Colette, based on a novel by Pulitzer Prize nominee and former American University professor Arnošt Lustig, on February 12, at 8 pm, as part of the Lions of Czech Film Series. Photo courtesy: Jozef Krivošík| Read more.
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Cheer for the Czech Hockey Team
Soak up the spirit of the Sochi 2014 Olympic Games by cheering for the Czech Olympic Hockey Team versus the Swiss players at noon on Saturday, February 15, at DC’s Penn Social. The event will coincide with the release of Czechvar Dark on draft; the restaurant being the first in the US to carry the savory beverage. Photo courtesy: www.albixon.cz | Read more.
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Bistro Bohem Highlights Comedy
The Embassy of the Czech Republic continues its collaboration with Bistro Bohem for a third year in presenting the Film and Beer Series, with 12 films planned for January–December 2014. This year's focus is on Czech comedy classics. Enjoy a hilarious Czech film every third Tuesday of the month and sample a delicious brew. Photo courtesy: Czech Centre in Prague | Read more.
 


