Speech of Consul General of the Czech Republic Mr. Zbyněk Noha on the occasion of the Czech National Day Reception in Chengdu

Chengdu, Hotel Niccolo, 26th October 2016

(check against delivery)

Dear Chairman Zhai Zhanyi,
Dear Director General Guo Jia Nong,

Dear Chairwoman Yang Xiaoying,

Dear Director General Lu Weiliang,

Dear Director General Tang Wen,

Colleagues Consuls General and diplomats from Chengdu, Chongqing and Kunming,

Dear members of Czech community in Southwestern China

Distinguished friends from media, guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Let me warmly welcome you at a very special event for my country, for Czechia. Today – for the first time in Chengdu – we celebrate the Czech National Day. We would not be here without our partners and sponsors – Home Credit, Škoda, Sichuan Airlines, Petrof Piano Company and Hotel Niccolo, of course. Big thanks to all!

We also celebrate the fact that we have had a successful year of Czech-Chinese relations. Thank you all for making it possible. Let me name some concrete examples of what has been achieved: The intensive exchange of high-level visits continued and was dominated by the first ever state visit of the Chinese President in my country in the spring 2016. At the regional level, delegations from Sichuan, including those of Secretary Wang Dongming and Vice Governor Liu Jie, went to meet their counterparts of the partnering Central Bohemian Region. The Representative Office of the Central Bohemian Region on the other hand was opened in Chengdu in the presence of the Governor of that region. The direct flight operated by Sichuan Airlines between Chengdu and Prague was established. Sichuan Airlines pilots are to be trained in the best Czech pilot school, F-Air. Meanwhile Zigong city the first factory in China for production of Czech light airplanes was officially opened. More Czech students study in China and more Chinese in Czechia.
With all modesty let me also consider the first year of smooth operation of the new Czech Consulate General in Chengdu a great success. I would like to thank my small, but highly committed team for their hard work and all the effort. The list of the examples of good cooperation is long: We provide fast and comfortable visa services – together with three visa centers in Chengdu, Chongqing and Kunming – to thousands of Chinese citizens, we assist to Czech and Chinese companies to better conduct their business together, we support projects in various sectors that are well underway – food and beverage, Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), investments, technology, joint development of a new light aircraft D6, even cooperation of Zoos. 
On regular basis you may witness high-profile presence of Czech entities at important Expos in Southwestern China. The latest example – a uniquely high visibility of Prague Airport at the World Routes 2016 in Chengdu a month ago. A near future example – the wonderful pavilion – jointly prepared with CzechTrade and CzechTourism – at the Western China International Fair next week. Please do not miss stepping when you are visiting the fair. 
Today we celebrate with young highly-talented Czech musicians. And to provide you with a great experience of Czech cuisine the executive chef Mr. Štift flew from Prague to cook for you his best dishes. Let me introduce Mr. Jiří Štift, the executive chef of Mandarin Oriental Prague. If you like the combination of Czech music and food you may want to come to Niccolo Kitchen in the upcoming days for the Czech Food and Beer Festival that begins as of tomorrow. 
One of the most famous Czech brands is Škoda and let me direct you to two of their newest models that are displayed on the terrace.
Let me add to the official part of my speech a few sentences of a more personal nature. I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye. After having spent four and a half years in China I will be leaving this country in the upcoming weeks. However, leaving with lots of unique experience, great memories and a feeling of a mission accomplished, missions accomplished, in fact. The most important of all that I can neither leave nor forget though are all the nice people and friends I have had the privilege to meet in China. They will stay in my memories and in my heart and I can promise that – unlike in the case of my previous postings – I will keep on coming back to this fascinating country. Let me thank you all and let me also thank those who cannot be present here today. Thank you for cooperation and support that has been crucial.
My next steps will lead to Prague where I will be facing new challenges. It will be wonderful to regularly have a break from those challenges when you pay a visit. Please do so and please do let me know about your travels to Czechia. 

Ladies and gentleman, thank you for joining our celebration tonight. Enjoy the evening with Czech music, with Czech delicacies and possibly with the golden liquid in your glasses – the Czech beer on draft.

Thank you. Xiexie dajia.
捷克共和国驻成都总领事诺子博先生国庆招待会致辞
2016年10月26日于成都尼依克罗酒店

尊敬的四川省政协翟占一副主席，尊敬的四川省外事侨务办公室郭嘉农副巡视员，尊敬的成都市政协杨小英副主席，成都市外事侨务办卢伟良副主任，重庆市外事侨务办唐文副主任；

来自成都、重庆和昆明的总领事们和各位外交官；

来自中国西南地区的捷克社团代表们；

尊敬的媒体朋友们，女士们，先生们！

请允许我热烈地欢迎各位莅临这个非常特别的活动，今天我们第一次在成都庆祝捷克共和国国庆日。非常感谢我们的合作伙伴以及赞助商让我们能够在这里相聚：捷信、斯柯达、四川航空、佩卓夫钢琴以及Niccolo酒店，当然，感谢所有人！

我们也庆祝中捷关系度过了非常成功的一年。感谢让这变成可能的你们。请让我列举一些已经达成的具体的事例：高层互访的密集，首先是在2016年春天，中国国家主席首次访问了捷克；在地区层面，来自四川的代表团，包括省委书记王东明，副省长刘捷的代表团访问了四川省的友好省州中捷克州；中捷克州代表处也在州长的见证下在成都成立了；成都和布拉格的直航航班，也由四川航空开通；四川航空的飞行员也将在捷克最好的飞行员培训学校F-air进行培训；在自贡，捷克轻型飞机在中国的首家工厂也正式揭幕；越来越多的捷克学生在中国留学，也有更多的中国学生前往了捷克。

捷克共和国驻成都总领事馆在第一年运作的非常顺利和成功。我想感谢我们虽然规模小，但是尽心尽力努力工作的团队。总领馆所开展的良好的合作案例很多：我们连同在成都、重庆和昆明的签证中心，给数以万计的中国居民提供快速和舒适的签证服务，我们协助捷克和中国的公司更好开展其业务，我们支持在众多领域所进行的项目，如食品饮品，中医，投资，技术、小型D6飞机的联合研发，动物园合作等。您还可以目睹捷克企业在西南地区各项重要展会上的精彩展示。在 刚刚过去的一个月，布拉格机场在世界航线大会展会上的独一无二的展示。在接下来的几周的西博会上，由捷克贸易促进局和捷克旅游局准备的精彩纷呈的捷克国家馆也将闪亮登场。如果您会去到西博会，请不要错过捷克馆。

今天同我们一起庆祝的，还有捷克年轻的才华横溢的音乐家，以及给您呈现捷克美食体验的来自布拉格的大厨Stift先生。请允许我介绍Jiri Stift先生。如果您喜欢捷克音乐和美食的组合，您会希望在接下来的几天来的niccolo酒店参与捷克美食节，该活动明天正式开始。捷克品牌中最著名是斯柯达，今天我们也有两辆全新款的斯柯达汽车在露台进行展示。

请允许我在我的致辞中讲几句关于我个人的话。在中国经历了四年半的时间以后，我将在接下来的几周时间内离开中国。但是，我会带着许多独特的经历，难忘的回忆和使命达成的心情。最重要的是，我不会离开和忘记我有幸在中国所结识的朋友和善良的人民。他们会留在我的记忆里，留在我的心中，我保证我会回到这个迷人的国度。请让我再次感谢你们所有人，以及今天没有到场的朋友，感谢你们重要的合作与支持。

接下来我将回到布拉格，面临很多新的挑战。当各位来访时，我将会非常期待从挑战中停止片刻与各位相聚，当您到捷克时，请一定通知我。

女士们先生们，感谢参加今晚的庆祝活动。请尽情享受捷克的音乐，美食，以及您杯中的捷克生啤酒。

谢谢各位！
