Prague Defence and Security Conference ‘‘The Vision of Europe. The Responsibility of Europe‘‘, June 9, 2017
· The security dimension is inherent to the European Union’s integration project; it has been there from the very outset. The Union safeguards peace and stability in Europe, side-by-side with NATO. And in order to provide for security of the people in its Member States as well as to efficiently cope with external threats, it needs to be equipped with the right tools.
· One of the great added values of the European Union has always been the capability to combine a wide range of soft power tools as diplomacy, development aid, trade policies and sanctions in conflict prevention and management of crises. However, the fundamental change of the security environment (around us) and new threats such as hybrid warfare, open aggression, terrorism and illegal migration require widening of the EU tool-box also in the area of the hard security.
· Crimea and Donbas show that acts of annexation and aggression can happen and do happen even in Europe, and on the Union’s very doorstep. The Middle East and North Africa are troubled by instability, creating a breeding ground for religious fundamentalism, extremism and terror. The suffering and poverty of millions feed illegal migration. All this has unprecedented impact on Europe.
· People in the Union’s Member States demand, quite rightly, that the Union should be part of the solution; that the Union should take care of their security; that the Union is not to be an economic giant and security dwarf. The objective is clear – Europe must take care of its own security, to develop regional strategic autonomy, to increase its capacity to act independently when and where necessary. Europe must enhance its ability to successfully cope with threats as irregular migration or jihadist terrorism, increase its resilience to the new challenges like hybrid threats as well as more “traditional” tasks like external border protection.
· L’Europe de la défense was a taboo twenty-five years ago. Gradually, the Union has been able to move from declarations to action. By now, it has carried out more than thirty missions and operations. The Czech Republic has taken part in seventeen of them since joining the Union in 2004, and contributed symbolic as well as substantial numbers of military personnel and civilian experts. 
· Today we are working towards decisions that may, in the long run, result in a genuine European Defence Union. This is going to take some strategic patience – the Defence Union will not be built overnight; we will have to work on it in stages. The European Commission has just, only 2 days ago, offered 3 principal scenarios in its Reflection document on the future of European Defence. We do not start from scratch - key processes of cooperation in defence are either launched or under way.
· The Coordinated Annual Review on Defence (CARD) will start on a trial run this autumn. We are open to sharing national defence spending plans as a way towards more coherent capabilities development, in contrast to the current patchwork approach. We will exchange our national defence spending plans in NATO; we are ready to do the same in the EU.
· The crucial step in putting the EU Global Strategy into practice will be to establish and activate Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) as a binding political framework for those who want to take defence cooperation to a higher level, to the EU-level of ambition, including the most demanding missions. The mechanism has been in the Treaties, but only now we are seriously discussing it. The Czech Republic shares the ambition of being part of the group of willing Member States who wish to move towards deeper defence cooperation – through binding mutual commitments. The launch of PESCO is not without risks, but some of them can be prevented if the process remains as inclusive as possible.
· We also need to progress in the implementation of European Defence Action Plan (EDAP). The Commission has already elaborated on the European Defence Fund, in its communication of 7 June, which should boost European defence industry and multinational cooperation. We know that in the next 3 years we will need not only 90 million EUROs  for collaborative defence research, plus 500 millions EUROs  for joint defence development, from the Common Budget, but we will also need the POLITICAL WILL to co-ordinate research and development PLUS  our  defence procurement. 
· The processes I mentioned should help Europe acquire the lacking defence capabilities that need to be topped with the political will to use them. And in addition to this, we believe that they also reinforce the European pillar of the North Atlantic Alliance that remains the cornerstone of the territorial defence of the Czech Republic and of Europe. 
· On the national level, the building of the security and defence dimension of European cooperation means that we will have to invest, financially as well as in terms of human resources. We may have to participate in operations and missions that will take us beyond the horizon of our historical and geographic priorities. The uncertain future will entail increased demand not only for European armed forces, their readiness and equipment, but also for our capability to provide more experts – mainly police officers – to civilian missions, including missions to protect the Union’s external border, to reform security sectors of our neighbours and partners and to manage migration from and in non-EU partner countries. 
· The Czech Republic builds its defence capabilities and capacities with the aim of contributing to a strong Common Security and Defence Policy. This process is, and will be, compatible with our commitments to the North Atlantic Alliance. That is we why we closely consult on the process of building the Union’s defence and security with NATO. All the investment goes into single set of forces, and by investing more we will improve NATO’s security guarantees as well as Europe’s capability to deliver security in its neighbourhood and thus to Europe itself. 
· Today in Prague we do not want to draft new concepts. We want to help mobilize the political will of governments, and also to raise public awareness on what Union’s defence cooperation is about - and what it is not. 
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