
The Difficult Path to Compensation of 

Holocaust Victims and Other Nazi 

Victims in Central and Eastern Europe 

 

  WWW . P A I D E I A F O L K H OG S KO L A . S E

Open Lecture at  Paideia folkhögskola 
 

Vänligen kom minst 10 minuter innan själva föreläsningen börjar om du vill äta lunch. 

Dr. Jiří Šitler & Prof. Felix Kolmer 

Until the year 2000, most Holocaust survivors and other Nazi victims from Central and Eastern 

Europe did not have access to compensation programs from Germany, unlike victims who lived in 

Western Europe, the United States, and Israel. The reason was the so-called Hallstein Doctrine, 

which excluded any payments, including those to Nazi victims, into countries without diplomatic 

relations with the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany). This doctrine was maintained not 

only after establishment of diplomatic relations in 1970s, but even long after the fall of the Iron 

Curtain in 1989. At the same time, survivors in Central and Eastern Europe were affected by 

injustices inherited from the communist era. The lecture will describe the long path to 

compensation of Jewish survivors and other Nazi victims in the region.  Dr. Jiří Šitler is the  Czech 

ambassador to  Sweden and a historian.  Prof. Felix Kolmer is a Vice-President of the International 

Auschwitz Committee, Holocaust survivor and a  well-known researcher.  

They were both involved in the process of compensation negotiations. 

When: Thursday, June 15, 2017 at 18:00 

Where:  Paideia,  Nybrogatan 19A 

Please, register by June  12  on the email: info@paideia-eu.org 

Small refreshment will be provided. 


