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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my privilege to welcome you at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I must admit I am impressed by your overwhelming interest.

The purpose of this meeting is threefold – to inform about 1. the implementation of the Agenda 2030 in the Czech Republic, 2. ECOSOC Presidency of the Czech Republic and 3. the new Development Cooperation Strategy of the Czech Republic for the period 2018 – 2030.
In September 2015 at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit in New York the international community adopted the 2030 Agenda as a plan of action aiming to shift our planet on a sustainable path. 

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) included in the Agenda are transformative in several ways. First of all, the universal acceptance of the Agenda is one of its main strengths. All 193 members of the international community endorsed the text of the Agenda and committed to implement the SDGs.

Secondly, the SDGs are applicable to all, developed and developing countries alike. Sustainability is a concern which affects us all. Primarily, every country is responsible for its own development; nevertheless only together in mutual partnership we can deliver on the promise of a sustainable future.

Thirdly, the 2030 Agenda balances all three dimensions of sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. They are all indivisible and equally important for meeting the needs of present and future generations.

In reaction to the 2030 Agenda, the Government of the Czech Republic launched a process leading to the adoption of the national strategic framework Czech Republic 2030 
on 19 April 2017. This process was true to the multi-stakeholder nature of the 2030 Agenda and involved not only government institutions but also a broad range of civil society organisations, academia and business community representatives.

In the Czech Government, the dossier of Sustainable Development lies within the responsibility of the Office of the Government and the Prime Minister as the chair of the Government Council for Sustainable Development. I am happy to welcome among us 
Ms. Anna Kárníková, Director of the Department for Sustainable Development of the Office of the Government. 

Ms. Kárníková and her team were in charge of the participatory process which led to the adoption of the national strategic framework Czech Republic 2030. Later, she will 
take the floor to brief you on the main messages of the strategic framework and on the experience with the multi-stakeholder cooperation during its preparation.

As you are probably aware, the Czech Republic was one of the 43 countries which went through the Voluntary National Review of the 2030 Agenda implementation at this year’s High Level Political Forum (HLPF; New York, 10 – 19 July 2017).

It was the second time Voluntary National Reviews took place at the HLPF. 67 countries have presented so far. As you see, the Czech Republic aspires to be among the front runners in SDGs implementation.

Ms. Kárníková was one of the delegation members accompanying the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Environment, Mr Richard Brabec, at the HLPF. Therefore, I would like to ask her also to elaborate on the outcomes of the Voluntary National Review of the Czech Republic. 

The Czech Republic strives to play an active role in the 2030 Agenda implementation also on the international level. Since July this year the Czech Republic presides over the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which is one of the principal institutions of the United Nations. The ECOSOC not only discusses and makes recommendations on economic, social, cultural and educational matters but also coordinates activities of specialized UN agencies. Thus it has a central role in streamlining the efforts of the UN towards reaching the SDGs.

The priority of our ECOSOC Presidency is “Towards sustainable, resilient and inclusive societies through participation of all”. The topics of participation and empowerment are an integral part of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, representing a basic tool for fostering strong and transparent institutions.
By choosing this topic the Czech Republic draws on its own experience with political and economic transition. One of the lessons we have learnt from our recent history is that broad political participation and accountable institutions are a prerequisite for sustainable development of any society.
I am joined today by Ms. Kateřina Fialková, Director of the Department for Multilateral Economic Relations. This department is in charge of the ECOSOC Presidency and within this ministry it is also a focal point for matters related to sustainable development.

Ms Fialková will inform you later today in more detail about the Czech ECOSOC Presidency, its thematic focus and planned activities.

Furthermore, the Czech Republic’s programme of development cooperation is yet another contribution to achieving the SDGs. It is an integral part of the Czech foreign policy and represents an important tool for the implementation of the global and national framework for sustainable development.

This meeting is an opportunity to introduce the new Development Cooperation Strategy of the Czech Republic for the period 2018 – 2030 which was adopted by the Czech Government just few weeks ago on 21 August 2017.

The Strategy reflects the global framework represented in particular by the 2030 Agenda. It is also coherent with the Strategic Framework Czech Republic 2030 as well as with the Concept of the Czech Republic´s Foreign Policy. 

The Strategy identifies five thematic priorities based on selected SDGs, and sets parameters for the selection of territorial priorities. Subsequently, bilateral development programmes with six partner countries (BiH, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Moldova, Zambia) will be concluded for the period 2018 – 2023. 

Our main vision is to make a coherent effort, from stabilization of fragile and conflict or disaster affected countries, through the reduction of poverty and inequalities, to strategic partnerships, both in the political, security and economic areas. 

We will further increase the impact and sustainability of our development activities through targeted partnerships of public, private and civil society actors and through a more active participation in multilateral cooperation, in particular in the EU joint programming of the development cooperation.     
Ms. Hana Volná, Deputy Director of the Department of Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid, and Mr. Pavel Frelich, Director of the Czech Development Agency, are here to answer any questions you may have in this respect.
To conclude my introductory remarks, I would like to reiterate that in the Czech Republic the SDGs are high on the agenda both in domestic and foreign policies. We are ready and willing to bring up the necessary effort to play an important part in putting the 2030 Agenda into practice. So far, the Czech Republic seems to be on a good track. 
The SDG Dashboard and Index Report published by the Berthelsmann Stiftung and the UN Sustainable Development Network led by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs evaluated the Czech Republic as the 5th most advanced country in implementing SDGs worldwide. 

Indeed we are happy about this success; nevertheless the SDGs are not a competition. Only together we can achieve the goals we have set up and build a sustainable future. We are looking forward to working together with your countries to this end. 
